





quality legal representation that
protects the liberty and constitutional
rights of indigent persons accused of
crimes. Our office is dedicated to
serving our indigent population with high
quality representation.
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Client Support
Services Unit

PRYE

The Client Support Services Unit consists of a team of non-legal advocates
committed to identifying the full range of needs and helping clients access
relevant services to achieve their goals. Client Support Specialists work directly
with Stanislaus County Public Defender Clients free of charge to help keep them
out of jail and connect them with supportive community services. The goal is to
prevent the non-criminal consequences of arrest that impact housing,
employment, public benefits and many other areas of life.
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CLIENT SUPPORT SERVICES

TEAM GOALS:

Assist in keeping clients out of
jail by connecting them with
supportive community services
and contributing to legal
mitigation.

To prevent the collateral non-
criminal consequences of
arrest that impacts housing,
employment, public benefits,
and many other areas of their
lives.
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Defender’s Client Support
Support Program
provides individuals
with the following
services: !

Connection to local resources such as substance use
disorder treatment and behavioral health services

Additional supportive services needed to ensure clients
become successful in making healthy life choices
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Mr. Rick Jones

Mr. Jones has been in and out of jail and prison for the past 18-years. Mr. Jones has
struggled with substance use disorder for over 20-years. In his most recent justice-involved
case, the Public Defender (Stanislaus County) provided his legal defense. The Public
Defender's office was able to get Mr. Jones a deal for a drug program in leu of jail or prison
time. Client Support from the office of the Public Defender assisted Mr. Jones with program
placement. Mr. Jones entered treatment at the Stockton ARC program per his agreement
with the court to complete a 6-month residential program. After 3-months Mr. Jones left the
program. However, Mr. Jones contacted Client Support seeking assistance. Client Support
assisted Mr. Jones with returning to the Stockton ARC program. The court was even
gracious enough to allow Mr. Jones another chance to complete the 6-month program. In
total, Mr. Jones was at the Stockton ARC program for 9-months. Mr. Jones' recent case is
now closed. Client Support has connected Mr. Jones to the Valley Build Apprenticeship
Program. This training program will lead to gainful employment with a union job.

Pl i ‘I want to thank the Public Defender and the court for giving me a chance.

it & LR ol Instead of prison | went to a program, and it changed my life. It helped me to
Rick Eugene Jones 5N better myself in a positive way. | have hope for a better future and a better
T 4 me. | am currently enrolled in the Valley Build program, and this will lead to
a good job. This is such a great opportunity that | never dreamed of having.

Thank you for the support!"




Mr. Andrew Ball

| was asked to give a brief account of the support and help | have received from the Public
Defender's Office through the Veteran's Treatment Court. | also want to personally thank Mr.
Martin Velasco and Neil Zientek for their help with meeting all my personal goals and
obligations. They have been huge supports in my times of need. I've been battling my
addiction for seventeen years and it has gotten me in and out of trouble with the law and
I've sent to prison four times due to it. With this opportunity through the Veteran's
Treatment Court, Probation Department, and the Public Defender's Office, I've been able
to go to rehab, complete my PHP [partial hospitalization program] program, and am
currently enrolled in an IOP [intensive outpatient program]. Due to the support I've
received, I've managed to pull eight months of sobriety, which | had not been able to do
on my own. Martin has been there every step of the way to help and guide me on my
path to recovery and | am very grateful for the help he has given me. Now that | am sober
and have a clear mind, | want to get into the career of helping others by possibly
becoming a substance use counselor. I'm slowly getting back on my feet, starting with a
safe and stable place to stay, and my family back in my life, and | now have healthy
friends and relationships. Thank you again for being the support system that | needed to
make this change.
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STANISLAUS COUNTY PUBLIC
DEFENDER

209-525-4200

https://www.stancounty.com/publicdefender/

10211 Street, Suit 201,
Modesto, CA 95353-3428

O} @stanpublicdefender
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