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Referral 

Early Consultation 

 
Date:   January 20, 2023 
 

To:   Distribution List (See Attachment A) 
 

From:   Kristen Anaya, Associate Planner 
Planning and Community Development 

 

Subject: STAFF APPROVAL PERMIT APPLICATION NO. PLN2022-0146 – 

MCDONALD’S SIGN 

 

Respond By:  February 6, 2023 

 
****PLEASE REVIEW REFERRAL PROCESS POLICY**** 

The Stanislaus County Department of Planning and Community Development is soliciting comments from 
responsible agencies under the Early Consultation process to determine: a) whether or not the project is 
subject to CEQA and b) if specific conditions should be placed upon project approval. 
 
Therefore, please contact this office by the response date if you have any comments pertaining to the proposal.  
Comments made identifying potential impacts should be as specific as possible and should be based on supporting 
data (e.g., traffic counts, expected pollutant levels, etc.).  Your comments should emphasize potential impacts in areas 
which your agency has expertise and/or jurisdictional responsibilities. 
 
These comments will assist our Department in preparing the conditions for a Staff Approval. Therefore, please list any 

conditions that you wish to have included as well as any other comments you may have.  Please return all comments 

and/or conditions as soon as possible or no later than the response date referenced above.   

Thank you for your cooperation.  Please call (209) 525-6330 if you have any questions. 

 
Applicant:  Superior Electrical Advertising, Inc. on behalf of Golden State Restaurant  

Group 
 

Project Location: 4561 Howard Road, east of Interstate 5, in the Westley area 
 

APN:   016-042-013 
 

Williamson Act 
Contract:  N/A    
 

General Plan:  Highway Commercial / Planned Development 
 

Current Zoning: Planned Development (P-D) (104) 
 

Project Description: Request to replace an existing 343 square-foot informational sign, atop an 
80-foot-tall freestanding pole sign, for a McDonalds quick-service restaurant, with a 279 square-foot 
informational sign and increase the freestanding pole sign an additional ten feet, to 90 feet tall.  The 
project site is located on a 1.21 acre parcel in the Planned Development (P-D) (104) zoning district.  
The existing 80-foot-tall freestanding pole sign was approved by the Board of Supervisors on 
September 18, 1984 under Rezone No. 84-19.  The new 279 square-foot informational cabinet will 
consist of an LED-lit cabinet depicting the McDonalds logo.  If approved, the sign will be visible to 
vehicles traveling on Interstate 5.  In accordance with County Code Section 21.403080 – Planned 
Development District (P-D) - Amendments to the development plan and Section 21.100.050(A), an 
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increase of the approved use up to 25% may be approved with a Staff Approval Permit.  The new 
proposed height represents a 12.5% increase in height.  The existing sign is located within the 
existing parking lot near the road frontage.  
 
The site is improved with a quick-service restaurant with drive-thru, a paved parking lot with 46 
stalls, and landscaping.  The parcel is served by a public water system and on-site wastewater 
treatment system (OWTS) for water and wastewater services.  Vehicular access to the site is taken 
off County-maintained Howard Road and a privately maintained section of Ingram Creek Road. No 
additional modifications to the site are requested as part of this request. 
 
Full document with attachments available for viewing at: 
http://www.stancounty.com/planning/pl/act-projects.shtm  

http://www.stancounty.com/planning/pl/act-projects.shtm


DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
1010 10TH Street, Suite 3400, Modesto, CA 95354 

Planning Phone: (209) 525-6330     Fax: (209) 525-5911 
Building Phone: (209) 525-6557     Fax: (209) 525-7759 

  
 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

\\pw04\planning\Planning\Staff Reports\SAA\2022\PLN2022-0146 - McDonald's Sign\Early Consultation\EC SAA - CEQA Referral Pages.docx 

 

STAFF APPROVAL PERMIT APPLICATION NO. PLN2022-0146 – MCDONALD’S SIGN  
Attachment A 
 
Distribution List 

X CA DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION DIST 10 X STAN CO BUILDING PERMITS DIVISION 

X IRRIGATION DIST: TURLOCK  X STAN CO PUBLIC WORKS 

X STANISLAUS FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU X CROP DUSTERS 

X PACIFIC GAS & ELECTRIC   
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STANISLAUS COUNTY 

CEQA REFERRAL RESPONSE FORM 

 
TO:  Stanislaus County Planning & Community Development 
  1010 10th Street, Suite 3400 
  Modesto, CA   95354 
 
FROM:             
 
SUBJECT: STAFF APPROVAL PERMIT APPLICATION NO. PLN2022-0146 – 

MCDONALD’S SIGN 
 
Based on this agency’s particular field(s) of expertise, it is our position the above described 
project: 
 
   Will not have a significant effect on the environment. 
   May have a significant effect on the environment. 
   No Comments. 
 
Listed below are specific impacts which support our determination (e.g., traffic general, carrying 
capacity, soil types, air quality, etc.) – (attach additional sheet if necessary) 
 1. 
 2. 
 3. 
 4. 
Listed below are possible mitigation measures for the above-listed impacts: PLEASE BE SURE 
TO INCLUDE WHEN THE MITIGATION OR CONDITION NEEDS TO BE IMPLEMENTED 
(PRIOR TO RECORDING A MAP, PRIOR TO ISSUANCE OF A BUILDING PERMIT, ETC.): 
 1. 
 2. 
 3. 
 4. 
In addition, our agency has the following comments (attach additional sheets if necessary). 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Response prepared by: 
 
 

 Name     Title     Date 
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1700 West Anaheim Street
Long Beach, California

90813-1195
Phone: 562.495.3808

Facsimile: 562.435.1867

www.superiorsigns.com

Project:

Account Manager:

Scale:

Design No.:

Reg. No.:

Revision History:

Note: The colors depicted here are a graphic 
representation. Actual colors may vary. See 
color specifications.

This is an original unpublished drawing 
created by Superior Electrical Advertising, 
Inc.  It is submitted for your approval. It is not 
to be shown to anyone outside of your 
organization, nor is it to be reproduced, 
copied or exhibited in any fashion.  The 
changing of colors, sizes, materials or 
illumination method does not alter the design. 
Ownership of this design is held by Superior 
Electrical Advertising, Inc. Authorization to 
use this design in any fashion must be 
obtained in writing from Superior Electrical 
Advertising, Inc. 

© SEA 2021

This sign is intended to be installed in 
accordance with the requirements of Article 
600 of the National Electrical Code and/or 
other applicable local codes. This includes 
proper grounding and bonding of the sign.

Address:

• CONSTRUCTION APPROVALS •
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Acct. Mgr:

Design:

Mfg/QC:

Date:

Date:

Date:

1

Dave Coberly

AS NOTED

21-11-7951-04
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R0 11/03/21 LR New Drawing
R1 8/17/21 mdm (.5) add new
engineering for permits
R2 9/16/22 LR New engineering,
reduce sign (1)
R3 10/06/22 fm New (9/12/22
engineering, reduce sign to 90’
R4 11/8/22 LR Sign off (1)
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McDonald’s

4561 Howard Rd.,
Westley, CA 95387

232187

VICINITY MAP
1 Scale: N.T.S.

4561 Howard Rd., Westley, CA 95387

SCOPE OF WORK:
SIGN Z - 97 FOOT TALL POLE SIGN
CUSTOM FABRICATED DOUBLE FACE
CABINET 15'-6" H. x 20'-1 1/2" W. MOUNTED ON NEW
PIPES USING EXISTING BASE PIPE.
310.0 SQUARE FEET

ENG
Most current, latest set of plans

Sign Types & Quantities
Current Engineering (As Needed)

Current Job Check or Survey
Strategy Session w/ Metal Dept (As Needed)

Review Service Access & Requirements
Elevation / Side / Plan Views

Section Views
Pick Points

Lighting Specifications
Colors & Finishes

Finished Electronic Artwork
Electrical (120V or 277V) Requirements

Amperage Requirements

Initials
& DateAPPROVAL

Incl. N/A TBDPLAN CHECKLIST
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37'-0"

Existing 40’-0” pipe
to be cut down to 37’-0”
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(See engineering) 

Existing D/F illuminated
70-200 road sign to be
removed & disposed of
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EXISTING D/F ILLUMINATED 70-200 ROAD SIGN
1 Approximate Scale: 3/32” = 1’-0”

PROPOSED NEW D/F ILLUMINATED 90-200 ROAD ON EXISTING PIPE & INCREASE HEIGHT
2 Approximate Scale: 3/32” = 1’-0”

Existing pipe
(See engineering) 

New stub pipe
with match plate
(See engineering) 

10'-0"

New NEMA boxes
to house power
supplies mounted to
pipe at 10’-0” 
above grade

Existing pipe 
(See engineering) 

New D/F illuminated
90-200 road sign

New pipe with in cabinet
with match plate
(See engineering) 
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Scale: 3/16" = 1'-0"

NEW DOUBLE FACE ILLUMINATED 90-200 ROAD SIGN WITH NEW TUBES MOUNTED TO EXISTING PIPES

Quantity: One (1) RequiredZ

    REMOVE AND DISPOSE OF EXISTING 70-200 ROAD SIGN CABINET

ILLUMINATION:   WHITE LED'S WITH REMOTE POWER SUPPLIES MOUNTED INTO
KEYSTONE RETURNS & RETAINERS:ALUMINUM PAINTED DURANODIC BRONZE

    ENCLOSURES, WIRING KIT, HARDWARE AND CONNECTION BOLTS.
    ENCLOSURES AT 10'-0" ABOVE A GRADE.  SEA TO SUPPLY NEMA

    POP RIVETED TO THE FACE 

ILLUMINATION:   WARM WHITE LED'S

NOTE:    SEA TO SUPPLY NEW PIPES

"McDONALD'S":   VACUUM FORMED WHITE TUFFGLASS WITH BLACK OUTLINE

 
EXISTING BASE PIPE SUPPORT: REPAINT DURANODIC BRONZE

  

ARCH RETURNS & RETAINERS: ALUMINUM PAINTED YELLOW TO MATCH PMS 123C

KEYSTONE FACES:  VACUUM FORMED RED LEXAN ROUTED OUT FOR COPY

    

SPECIFICATIONS:

ARCH FACES:   VACUUM FORMED SABIC YELLOW LEXAN. 
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New 10" x 10" x 1/4" steel square
tube mounted inside cabinet framing.

New 10" x 10" x 1/4" steel square
tube sleeved into existing 18" diameter
pipe.

Existing 18" diameter x 0.375" wall
standard steel pipe.

A
9

Two (2) new 13 1/4" x 18" x 1" thick
match plates bolted together
with Four (4) 7/8" diameter high strength
galvanized steel thru bolts.

SIDE VIEW



T.A.:

1700 West Anaheim Street
Long Beach, California

90813-1195
Phone: 562.495.3808

Facsimile: 562.435.1867

www.superiorsigns.com

Project:

Account Manager:

Scale:

Design No.:

Reg. No.:

Revision History:

Note: The colors depicted here are a graphic 
representation. Actual colors may vary. See 
color specifications.

This is an original unpublished drawing 
created by Superior Electrical Advertising, 
Inc.  It is submitted for your approval. It is not 
to be shown to anyone outside of your 
organization, nor is it to be reproduced, 
copied or exhibited in any fashion.  The 
changing of colors, sizes, materials or 
illumination method does not alter the design. 
Ownership of this design is held by Superior 
Electrical Advertising, Inc. Authorization to 
use this design in any fashion must be 
obtained in writing from Superior Electrical 
Advertising, Inc. 

© SEA 2021

This sign is intended to be installed in 
accordance with the requirements of Article 
600 of the National Electrical Code and/or 
other applicable local codes. This includes 
proper grounding and bonding of the sign.

Address:

• CONSTRUCTION APPROVALS •

Page: of

Acct. Mgr:

Design:

Mfg/QC:

Date:

Date:

Date:

5

Dave Coberly

AS NOTED

21-11-7951-04

5

R0 11/03/21 LR New Drawing
R1 8/17/21 mdm (.5) add new
engineering for permits
R2 9/16/22 LR New engineering,
reduce sign (1)
R3 10/06/22 fm New (9/12/22
engineering, reduce sign to 90’
R4 11/8/22 LR Sign off (1)

9

McDonald’s

4561 Howard Rd.,
Westley, CA 95387

232187

20'-1½" 

17'-2½"1’-5½"

15
'-
6"

 13
'-
7"

12
'-
6
"

3'
-0

" 

Rolled 1 1/2”x 1 1/2”x 1/8” aluminum
square tube frame around
perimeter with center bracing
welded at all connection points.

Welded 1 1/2”x 1 1/2”x 1/8”
aluminum square tube 
bracing at returns-center
( shown in red ).

Custom fabricated .080”x 2” face x 1 1/2” side
aluminum retainers, fastened with pan head 
screws ( typical ).

Bolted with 1/2” bolts ( typical ). 

Weatherproof disconnect switch.

Removable 
access
doors.

Saddle connect.
#1

Saddle connect.
#2 & #3

Saddle connect.
#4

Custom fabricated
.080” thick aluminum 
cabinet.

1/4” dia. Weep holes at bottom
of sign for drainage.

Custom fabricated .080” thick aluminum 
cabinet with welded 1 1/2”x 1 1/2”x 1/8” aluminum 
square tube frame.

SIGN FRAMING ELEVATION / DOUBLE FACE 90-200 ROAD SIGN

SCALE: 3/8” = 1’-0” 3

1’-5½"

Welded 1”x 1”x 1/8” aluminum angles outer
frame. Fastened with aluminum cover with
pan head screws.

2”x 1” alum. rect. tube, bolted 
to alum. square tube frame above.

Flat .080” thick aluminum 
shroud cover. Fastened with 
pan head screws.

Match plate connection
(Refer to engineering)

New 10" x 10" x 1/4" wall 
steel square HSS main
support tube

9'
-2

"

Two (2) 1” dia. I.D. Eyebolt
( for lifting ). Eyebolts
to be removed after sign
is installed and plugged

Four (4) 1” dia. I.D. Eyebolt
( for lifting ). Eyebolts
to be removed after sign
is installed and plugged ELECTRICAL

(32) AA SINGLE SIDED WARM WHITE LED MODULES @ 3 WATTS EACH UL#E325964
(372 WATTS TOTAL)

KEYSTONE
(40) AA DOUBLE SIDED COOL WHITE LED MODULES @ 6 WATTS EACH UL#E325964

(2) 150W MEANWELL POWER SUPPLY @ 2.00 AMPS EACH UL#E320521
(240 WATTS TOTAL)

(4) 150W MEANWELL POWER SUPPLY @ 2.00 AMPS EACH UL#E320521

  (1) 20 AMP DEDICATED SIGN CIRCUIT REQUIRED

ARCH 
(46) AA DOUBLE SIDED WARM WHITE LED MODULES @ 6 WATTS EACH UL#E325964

TOTAL LOAD: 12.00 AMPS AT 120 VOLTS

2'-0"

Air vents
in sides of
cabinets.

Photocell

NOTE: ALL SIGNAGE REQUIRED DISCONNECT SWITCH
TO COMPLY WITH  ARTICLE 600.6(A)(1) OF THE NATIONAL
ELECTRICAL CODE

NOTE: THIS SIGN TO BE CONTROLLED BY A
PHOTO CELL SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED BY S.E.A.

PRIMARY ELECTRICAL COMING TO THE SIGN TO BE
CONTROLLED BY AN AUTOMATIC TIME-SWITCH OR
AN ASTRONOMICAL TIME-SWITCH CONTROL. 
THESE SWITCHES SHALL BE INSTALLED BY OTHERS
BEFORE SIGN IS INSTALLED.

CALIFORNIA TITLE 24 REQUIREMENT

SIGN VOLTAGENOTE TO ALL CONTRACTORS: 120

IN ACCORDANCE WITH NEC AND UL GUIDELINES, IT IS REQUIRED THAT
PRIMARY CIRCUITS TO EACH SIGN MUST HAVE DEDICATED CIRCUIT
WITH PROPER GROUND FROM MAIN PANEL AND MUST BE BONDED. 

4
6

5
6

New 10" x 10" x 1/4" wall 
steel square HSS main

support tube
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"

Aluminum retainer
2" face, 1 1/2" sides

1 1/2" x 1 1/2" x 1/8"
aluminum square
tube arch frame

10" x 10" x 1/4" wall
steel square HSS tube
support tube

2" x 2" x 1/4" thick steel
angle saddle bolted to 
aluminum frame and welded
to 10" pipe

Vaccum formed Arch faces

AA 6 watt SINGLE sided
LED modules attached to sticks

SECTION THRU ARCH AT SADDLE

SCALE: 1” = 1’-0” 4

Aluminum retainer
2" face, 1 1/2" sides

1 1/2" x 1 1/2" x 1/8"
aluminum square
tube arch frame

Vaccum formed Arch faces

AA 6 watt DOUBLE sided
LED modules attached to sticks

SECTION THRU ARCH 
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Aluminum retainer
2" face, 1 1/2" sides

1 1/2" x 1 1/2" x 1/8"
aluminum square
tube frame

10" x 10" x 1/4" wall
steel square HSS tube
support tube

2" x 2" x 1/4" thick steel
angle saddle bolted to 
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