
 

THURSDAY, JULY 27, 2017 
Meeting Time: 4:00 P.M. 

Location: DER Conference Room, 3800 Cornucopia Way, Ste. C, Modesto (Stanislaus Building - 2nd floor) 
 

  AGENDA  
 

Call Meeting to Order & Introductions: 
The Stanislaus County Fish & Wildlife Committee (F&WC) encourages public participation and welcomes 
the public’s interest.  
 

Members of the public may be heard on any item of the Fish and Wildlife Committee’s agenda. A person 
addressing the Committee will be limited to five (5) minutes, unless the Chairperson of the Committee 
grants a longer period of time.  The Committee will allow comments by members of the public on an 
agenda item only during consideration of the item.  
 

Requests for Funds & Project Updates:    
1. Fund Request from Parks & Recreation Department for fish plant at Woodward Reservoir -Fresh  

Water Fish in Sacramento – Cathy Gomez and Ashley Garcia 
2. Fund Request from East Stanislaus Resources Conservation District for T-Shirts purchase from 

Cheapes Tees for the Stanislaus River Salmon Festival – Alexandria Miranda and Trina Walley 
3. No project updates 
 

Correspondence:    
1. Notice of Proposed regulatory action relative to Section 1.95, Title 14 – May 18, 2017 
2. Notice of Findings regarding the petition to list foothill-yellow-legged frog – July 7, 2017 
3. Notice of Findings regarding the northern spotted owl – July 7, 2017 
 

Agenda Items: 
1. Public Comment(s)  
2. Approval of April 27, 2017 Meeting Minutes FW Members 
3. Wildlife Management Report Cristen Langner, DFG 
4. Fishery Report  Steve Tsao, DFG 
5. Wildlife Enforcement Report Phil McKay, DFG 
6. Wood Duck Report 
7. Old Business  
8. Committee Comments 
 

Adjourn:  Next meeting – Thursday, October 26, 2017 at 4:00 p.m.   
Please notify the Department of Parks and Recreation at 525-6770 in advance if you will be attending this 
meeting and require special accommodation for the meeting. 
 
 
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in 
this meeting, please contact the Committee Secretary at (209) 525-6770. Notification 72 hours prior to the meeting will enable the Department 
to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.  Agendas can also be found online at 
http://www.stancounty.com/parks/fish-wildlife-committee.shtm subject to staff’s ability to post prior to the meeting.  Materials related to an item 
on this Agenda submitted to the Committee after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection during normal business 
hours at the main office of the Department of Parks and Recreation, 3800 Cornucopia Way, Suite C, Modesto, CA 95358. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION 
Jami Aggers, Director 

Merry Mayhew, Asst. Director 
Ed Ayers, Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
APRIL 27, 2017 AT 4:00 P.M.  

3800 CORNUCOPIA WAY, 2ND FLOOR, CONFERENCE ROOM 
(Agendas can be found online at http://www.stancounty.com/parks/fish-wildlife-committee.shtm) 

 

 
COUNTY FISH & WILDLIFE 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  

STATE FISH & WILDLIFE 
REPRESENTATIVE:  

PARKS & RECREATION 
STAFF PRESENT: 

Ed Ayers, D2  
Jim Atherstone, D3 
Bob Bashaw, D5 
Vernon Gladney, D1 
Ken Meidl, D4 
 (*present by telephone conference) 

Phil Mckay Adrienne Rios 
Lisa Velarde 
 

EXCUSED/ABSENT:  GUESTS PRESENT: 
Jason Guignard, D1- Excused 
Ed Channing, ALT - Excused 

   

A. CALL TO ORDER & INTRODUCTIONS 
 Ed Ayers called the meeting to order.  Introductions were made for all present at the 

meeting.   
Ed Ayers 

B. REQUESTS FOR FUNDS/PROJECT UPDATES ACTIONS & REPORTER 
 
 

No request for funds or project updates received.  

C. CORRESPONDENCE ACTIONS 
 The Committee acknowledged the correspondence received and suggested further 

action or comment be directed to the corresponding agency as listed on the agenda 
and referred correspondence.  
 
1. Notice of Proposed Emergency Action Tricolored Blackbird. Fish and Game 
 Commission February 16, 2017. 
2. Notice of Findings Lassics lupine. Fish and Game Commission  February 22, 2017. 
3. Notice of Findings Flat-Tailed Horned Lizard. Fish and Game Commission 
 February 22, 2017. 
4. Notice of Published Code Use of Dogs for Pursuit. Fish and Game Commission 
 February 23, 2017. 
5. Notice of Proposed Regulatory Action relating to upland game bird. Fish and Game 
 Commission April 7, 2017. 
 
*Jim Atherstone received correspondence regarding crabs and lobsters dated April 10, 
2017.  

Ed Ayers, Jim 
Atherstone 
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D. PUBLIC COMMENTS  ACTIONS & REPORTER 
 No comment was received. 

 
 

E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  ACTIONS  
 Minutes for the January 26, 2017 meeting were approved upon motion and second as 

presented. 
Atherstone, Bashaw, 
unanimous approval  

F. WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT REPORT ACTIONS & REPORTER 
 An elk in San Luis (near the park area in front of the dam) was tangled up in wire for 

several days before it was tranquilized, untangled, administered antibiotics, and set 
free. 

Phil McKay 

G. FISHERY REPORT ACTIONS & REPORTER 
 No information to report.  

H. WILDLIFE ENFORCEMENT REPORT REPORTER 
1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. 

Reports of two dairy discharges, which was mentioned during the January committee 
meeting. Department of Fish and Game responded and assisted the Regional Water 
and Control Board. Reports were completed detailing a valve was left open on one 
dairy and the second dairy had run off issues. Both incidents were on the east side of 
Stanislaus County. Cases were filed for each incident. Fines can be upwards to 
$25,000. Environmental District Attorney handles cases for Stanislaus County. The 
Department of Fish and Games’ maximum fine is $25,000; however, fines can 
increase after multiple offenses.  
 
Recent fine for approximately $12,000 for a case near the Claribel Road area. 

Phil McKay 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ed Ayers 

I. WOOD DUCK REPORT ACTIONS & REPORTER 
1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. 

A portion of the area/ground owned by River Partners near Shiloh and Tuolumne River 
(by Laird Park) is prone to flooding and is being converted to a natural habitat. No 
hunting or similar activities allowed on the property, however, the property will have 
native vegetation and wildlife and educational opportunities for children and 
committees.  River Partners was to determine their interest in wood duck boxes. River 
Partners agreed to accept 10 to 12 wood duck boxes and will utilize the help of 
volunteers to put up and maintain the boxes.  
 
California Waterfowl Association agreed to take over the wood duck box project.  A 
meeting was scheduled to go out to Blom Ranch with California Waterfowl in March 
2017 to discuss transfer of project/program; however, the quantity of rain fall 
prevented the meeting from taking place (ground was too saturated with rain water 
and river was too high). The meeting will be rescheduled once the rain subsides. 
California Waterfowl were given wood duck boxes and ladders. Ed Ayers requested to 
keep a few boxes and California Waterfowl agreed to his request. California Waterfowl 
will take over the wood duck report, work surveillance program, and work/maintain 
areas where existing wood duck boxes are located. The Fish and Wildlife Committee’s 
area will be shorthanded as the committee has approximately 200 wood duck boxes 
and not enough people to maintain them. Blom Ranch has 40, Vine Ranch has 20, 
Nelson’s property has 10 to 12 boxes that belong to the Committee along with their 
own boxes that are on poles, and there are 20 boxes on Vinn Ranch. Bob Bashaw 
currently has a total of 5 boxes. Ed Ayers has 25+ boxes. Ed Ayers will contact 
Caroline Brady, Waterfowl Programs Coordinator, prior to the season ending.  
The Committee’s goal is to have at least 20 boxes on a ranch for students to maintain.  
Ed Ayers states that Caroline Brady would like records kept for monitoring purposes. 
Phil McKay will coordinate with Caroline Brady and River Partners to facilitate the 
transfer of the wood duck project. Ed Ayers is storing wood duck boxes that have been 
taken down in addition to $2,000 worth of poles. Ed Ayers referenced/recommended 
committee members to refer to the Wood Duck Society’s website for best practices 

Phil McKay 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ed Ayers 
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regarding the installation of boxes and poles to protect against predators. 
 

J. COMMITTEE FUND PRODECURES  ACTIONS & REPORTER 

 

Sole Source (County form) was presented and discussed.  Quorum was not obtained 
during the committee meeting held on January 26, 2017 due to limited membership. 
Purchases over $5,000 require three bids. Refer to Fund Request Procedures. The 
Sole Source form can be used when it is difficult to find three separate vendors for 
items like fish.  

Ed Ayers 
Bashaw, Gladney, 
unanimous approval 

K. COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP  ACTIONS & REPORTER 
1. 

 
 
 
 

2. 
 

3. 
 
 
 
 
 

4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5. 

 
 

6. 

There is an issue with maintaining committee membership.  Possible new members 
who reside in Modesto, Vernalis and Newman were discussed.  The committee is 
short members in District 5.  Oakdale area is covered in terms of committee 
membership (Jason Guignard and Vernon Gladney). 
 
Ed Ayers would like to have nine committee members and have five alternates.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding the issue with obtaining quorum due to several 
vacancies on the committee.  According to Robert’s rules, quorum could be obtained 
with four members if there are only seven committee members with two vacancies.  
 
The committee currently has seven members. Based on attendance, a member and 
several alternates will receive courtesy letters informing them of discontinued 
membership in the Fish and Wildlife Committee due to lack of committee meeting 
attendance.  A notification letter will be drafted and submitted to Ed Ayers for approval 
prior to sending. As a result, the committee will have six committee members 
remaining.  It is possible that new committee members will be joining as “at large” 
members who do not necessarily represent a particular district. Once new members 
join the committee and membership is no longer an issue, the committee will work on 
further amending/rewording the bylaws.  
 
Definition of an excused absence was discussed by committee, and the committee 
agreed that a list detailing acceptable excused reasons is not needed.  
 
Changes to committee bylaws were presented regarding attendance and membership. 

Ed Ayers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gladney, Atherstone, 
unanimous approval 

L. OLD BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE COMMENTS ACTIONS & REPORTER 
1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lisa Velarde presented more survey results from the Fishing Survey. Ed Ayers sends 
his thank you to Cathy Gomez for coordinating the fishing survey and forwarding the 
results to the committee. 
 
The committee would like to continue monitoring the outcome of the fish planting at 
Woodward and Modesto Reservoir by continuing to offer surveys at each site.  Ed 
Ayers would like to encourage employees to complete surveys on behalf of fishermen 
making comments/suggestions regarding their fishing experience and suggested 
placing a sign by the lake encouraging fishermen to complete the survey. 
 
Based on the survey results, Phil McKay mentioned that the committee may want to 
consider funding improvements of the lake habitat – plant more trees, create bass 
habitat, etc. There will not be any material to plant trees until January (wait until after 
Christmas). Committee will check with Jason Guignard to see if he has any ideas as 
far as material for the lake’s habitat. 
 

Lisa Velarde 
 
 
 
Ed Ayers 
 
 
 
 
 
Phil McKay 
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2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. 
 

The committee would like to explore the possibility of coordinating with Stanislaus 
County Parks and Recreation to have the Boy Scouts assist in replanting habitat in 
warm water fisheries. In the past, requests were made for Boys Scouts to pick up litter 
at the reservoir, however, liability and insurance coverage was a concern for the Parks 
and Recreation Department.  Lisa Velarde will speak to Merry Mayhew, Assistant 
Director, to determine the possibility of the Fish and Wildlife Committee coordinating 
the use of Boys Scouts to replant habitat for warm water fisheries. 
 
Vernon Gladney will represent the Fish and Wildlife Committees at the Kids Fishing 
Day scheduled for May 6, 2017, from 9 a.m. to approximately 12 p.m. (located near 
the Gravel Pond off Orange Blossom Road). Army Corps of Engineer coordinates with 
PALS for this event. Kenneth Meidl is available to attend the event as well. 

Vernon Gladney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ed Ayers 

M. ADJOURNMENT & NEXT MEETING   ACTIONS & REPORTER 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  The next regular 

meeting of the Fish and Wildlife Committee will be held on:  
 

Thursday, July 27, 2017 at 4:00 p.m.  
Conference Room, 2nd Floor 

3800 Cornucopia Way, Modesto 

 

 

Prepared By:    Adrienne Rios & Lisa Velarde, Fish & Wildlife Secretaries 209-525-6700  
Agendas can also be found online at http://www.stancounty.com/parks/fish-wildlife-committee.shtm subject to staff’s ability to post prior to the 
meeting.  Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the Commission after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public 
inspection during normal business hours at the main office of the Department of Parks and Recreation, 3800 Cornucopia Way, Suite C, Modesto, 
CA 95358. 
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