
CERS 101 & AB 1429

Discussion of the California Environmental Reporting System (CERS) for 
the Hazardous Materials Business Plan (HMBP) and the effects of 

AB1429 on HMBP reporting requirements

Presented By:

Resham Sandhu 

Hazardous Materials Specialist

Stanislaus County Environmental Resources



CERS what is it ? 

• Assembly Bill 2286, effective January 1, 2009, requires all Unified 
Program regulated businesses and local regulating Unified Program 
Agencies (UPAs), to report and submit mandatory Unified Program 
information electronically, through CERS or a local UPA portal.

• Unified Program information required to be submitted and reported 
electronically to CERS includes, but is not limited to facility data regarding 
hazardous material regulatory activities (such as, hazardous materials 
business plans, site maps, and chemical inventories)

• In Stanislaus County the local UPA is the Department of Environmental 
Resources, Hazardous Materials Division and Certified By CalEPA.  

About CERS | CERS (ca.gov)

https://cers.calepa.ca.gov/about-cers/


Words Words Words
What does it mean for you? Why ?

• 55 Gallons, 200 Cubic feet or 500 Pounds. 

• Annual vs Triennual submission

• Who (Business Activities/ Business Owner Operator Element )

• What ( Hazardous Materials Inventory) 

• Where ( Site Map)

• What If ( Emergency Response/Contingency  Plan)



How to find the right KEY in CERS



https://cers.calepa.ca.gov/

https://cers.calepa.ca.gov/


• Can be from 5 to 16 characters in 
length.

• Can include letters and numbers; no 
spaces, punctuation or special 
characters.

• Must be different than your password



• Input your name and recovery email here 



• Input  your desired password here. 
• Must be 8-16 characters.
• Must contain at least one uppercase 

character and one lowercase character.
• Must contain at least one number.



• Input a personalized Security 
phrase here and  look for it every 
time you log in. 



• Enter the verification characters.





• Click the [CREATE MY ACCOUNT] 
button to create  your CERS Account 

















WHAT IF YOUR ADDRESS IS ALREADY IN CERS? 

Lets look into these special 
circumstances in CERS 



1. Request For access

2. Request for 
Transfer

3. NEW Facility 



• Input your contact 
info

• Click the [SUBMIT] 
Button

1. REQUEST FOR ACCESS



2. REQUEST FOR TRANSFER

• Change the 
Facility Name

• Background info 

• Click 
[CONTINUE]





3. NEW FACILITY AT PREVIOUS REPORTED LOCATION

• Organization 
name 

• Provide info on 
new business

• Click 
[CONTINUE]



• Change the 
Facility Name

• Contact info 

• Click [Submit]



• Review the info

• Click 
[CONTINUE]



Components of the Submission 

• The Facility Information

• Hazardous Materials Inventory 

• Emergency Response and Training Plans 



Facility Information 
• Read each question on this 

page carefully it determines 
the path for the rest of your 
submission.

• You must answer Yes or No 
to each question

• Once finished click the save 
button  



• Submittal Guidance ICONS 

• Owner/Operator Identification

• Facility/Site Mailing Address 

• Owner-

• Billing Contact-

• Primary/Secondary  Emergency Contact

• Environmental Contact

• Property Owner 



• Instructions/HELP

• Submittal Components

• Start button and Draft 
Mode 

• How does it look so far?? 



• Guidance 

• EDIT

• Make 
changes 

• SAVE



• All Elements 

• Start Button 



[ADD MATERIAL]
for each Hazardous 

Material stored at 
your facility in 
reportable quantities







• Chemical identification and physical 
properties 

• Chemical Hazard Clasifications

• Inventory Location and Quantity

• Inventory Storage Information 

• Mixture Components 

Hazardous Materials Inventory



• Chemical Name 

• Physical State and Material Type 

• EHS

• Fire Code Hazard Class

• DOT Hazard Class 

• Federal Hazard Categories 



• Chemical Location

• Largest cont<Max Daily

• Units -FT^3, LBS, GAL

• Storage Container 

• Pressure/Temperature

• Mixture Components 





Essential Components 

• Site address

• North Arrow

• Storm Drains

• Adjacent Streets 

• Storage Locations 

• Assembly Area

• E. R. Equipment 

• Access Points

• Emergency Shutoffs 



• Click on [Choose File]

• Select File From Your Computer 

• Click open 



Click :

[SAVE AND FINISH]





• Draft Mode 

• Draft Mode

• Click [START]



• [CHOOSE FILE]

Or 

• TEMPLATE 



• Section A: 
Facility Identification and Operations

• Section B:
Internal Response 

• Section C:
Emergency Communications, Phone 
Numbers and Notifications 

209-525-6700



• G:
Containment and Clean UP

• E:
Facility Evacuation

• F:
Arangements



• G:
Emergency Equipment 

WHAT

WHERE

CAPABILITY 



• H:
Earthquake Vulnerability

• I:
Employee Training

• J:
Attachments











• All elements in draft mode

• No Guidance icons 

• Ready to Submit!!!



• Select each element  

• Read the 
confirmation 
statement 

• Submit selected 
elements





Select the facility 
that you want to 
edit



Start your 
annual 
Submittal or 
Certification 
here 



• Staffing 

• Inventory

• Plans

• Tri-annual 
Submission

• Annual 
Certification 





• DRAFT MODE 

• REPEAT FOR EACH ELEMENT 





AB 1429

• EFFECTIVE- January 1, 2019

• CHANGE- the submittal 
frequency of the HMBP

• Make sure that local 
ordinance don’t require 
annual submission

• RESULT- Facilities that are NOT
Subject to APSA or EPCRA Tier II 
reporting requirements :

• Are required to complete the 
SUBMITTAL every 3 Years

• Must CERTIFY the HMBP 
annually



EPCRA Tier II Reporting 
Thresholds for EPCRA tier II reporting can be found in 40 CODE of FEDERAL 

REGULATIONS(CFR) PART 370

EPCRA TIER II CHEMICAL EPCRA REPORTABLE 
THRESHHOLDS 

NOTE 

Extremely Hazardous Substances 
(EHS) 
40 CFR 355 Appendices A & B

500 pounds (227KG) or the 
Threshold Planning Quantity (TPQ) 
which ever is lower
40 CFR 355 Appendices A & B

Gasoline in Underground Storage 
Tanks(UST’s) at a retail fueling 
station

75,000 gallons (all grades 
combined)

*

Diesel Fuel in UST’s at a retail fueling 
station

100,000 gallons (all grades 
combined)

*

All other Hazardous Materials which 
require a Material Safety Data Sheet 
(MSDS)

10,000 pounds 

*Facility was in compliance at all times during the preceding calendar year with all applicable Underground Storage Tank (UST)

requirements at 40 CFR part 280 or requirements of the state UST program approved by the Agency under 40 CFR part 281

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/part-280
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/part-281


AB 1429 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

• Must Not Be Subject to APSA or EPCRA Reporting 
Requirements

• No Active HMBP Submittal Elements in Draft Mode

• NO Changes in the HMBP Since the Last Submittal

• Previous HMBP Submittal Status is “SUBMITTED”, 
“UNDER REVIEW” or “ACCEPTED”

• Most Recent HMBP Submittal within 36 months



Certification Functionality and Process

• Once the certification is confirmed it cannot be retracted, 
deleted or changed

• The certification is automatically accepted

• No further action is required by the facility for the year

• No action is required by the CUPA   





• Read the Certification 
Statement

• Click [CONFIRM]





• “CERTIFIED”

• That’s it your done!



Questions? 

Resham Sandhu
Office -209.525.6754
Cell- 209.409.4264
rsandhu@envres.org
DER Main Line-209.525.6700

Help Materials | CERS (ca.gov)

SEARCH: “CERS help .gov”

mailto:rsandhu@envres.org
https://cers.calepa.ca.gov/about-cers/help-materials/

