
Weather Forecast Office

Sacramento, CA

Wednesday, May 27Stanislaus County Water Advisory Committee

WY2026 Recap + 2026 Summer Outlook

Scott Rowe | Senior Service Hydrologist



Weather Forecast Office
Sacramento, CA

Wednesday, May 27

Recap of the Winter



Weather Forecast Office
Sacramento, CA

Wednesday, May 27

3

Recap of Winter 2025-2026

Storm track 
mainly aimed at 
Pacific NW into 

northern CA
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Recap of Winter 2025-2026

he Atmospheric Rivers of Water Vear 2026 - ,QND vs. FM 
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Recap of Winter 2025-2026

Net Result: Near Normal - 4th wettish winter in a row!
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Recap of Winter 2025-2026

Fair share of wet months and dry months in the water year

Northern Sierra 8-Station 
Precipitation Index for Water Year 2026 - Updated on May 20, 2026 09:48 PM 

Note: Monthly t ota ls may not add up t o seaso nal t ota l be cause of roun din g 
Water Year Month ly t ota ls are ca lculated based on Da ily pre cip itat ion data from 12am t o 12am PST 
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This water year has been dominated by 

warm storms.

Throughout the wet season, many mountain 
locations observed precipitation in the form 
of rain vs snow.

The record-warm temperatures in March 
resulted in a rapid melt in the Sierra 
snowpack.

Peak snowpack occurred in late February 
vs the normal climatological peak on April 
1.

Snow Drought of WY2026
CA Snow Water Content 

cu 350 

~ 3oo NORTH 
~ 250 
< 200 
:: 150 
·:::::: 100·· C. .·· .· 

- Percent of April 1 Average For: 20-May-2026 

Percent of Apr 1 Avg: 2% 
Percent of Normal: 5% 

< . 
~ 5o L ~~~~==~:::::~~~~~~~~--_i..._...:::...~ ____ _J 0 .., - ....... 

cu 350 
c, 300 
~ •• •• •·· CENTRAL 
~ 250 
< 200 
:: 150 
'§.. 100 

Percent of Apr 1 Avg: 3% 
Percent of Normal: 6% 

< 50 ~.,... ... -------
~ oL------~==~;;;;;~~~~~~==-======::::::::::~~~~=====~~~JL_'~·-:=---------~ 

CIJ 
350 -.---------------------------------~ 

g'- 300 
~ . SOUTH 
cu 2 50 > . 
< 200 
:: 150 

Percent of Apr 1 Avg: 8% 
Percent of Normal: 19% 

'§.. 100 
< 50 
~ o~~~~= =============:=::===========~===::~~~~ -==---- ---~ 

CIJ 
350 ~-------------------------------~ 

g'- 300 
~ . 

cu 2 50 > . 
< 200 
:: 150 
'§.. 100 
< 50 

STATE Percent of Apr 1 Avg: 4% 
Percent of Normal: 9% 

~ o~ --~~=====:::::=:::===~==~~=~==~~._L__---r--=-----.----_J 
Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul 

Average - 1982-1983 (ma,Q - 2014-2015 (min) 2023-2024 ......... 2025-2026 (current) I 



Weather Forecast Office
Sacramento, CA

Wednesday, May 27

Outlooks



Weather Forecast Office
Sacramento, CA

Wednesday, May 27

10

ENSO Neutral → El Niño

ENSO-neutral conditions are present today, but…
● Transition to El Nino soon; 82% chance in May-June-July.
● 96% chance of it continuing into next winter (December-January-February 2026-2027)
● 67% chance of it becoming “strong” or “very strong”
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NOAA CPC ENSO Strength Probabilities (issued May 2026) 
based on thresholds in ERSSTvS Rela tive Nifio-3.4 index/ROINII 

AMJ MJJ JJA JAS ASO SON OND NDJ DJF 
Season 
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Very Strong El Nino, 
index ~ 2.0"C 
Strong El Nino 
L5°C ::5 index < 2.0"C 
Moderate E Nino 
LO"C :;;; index c::: l.5"C 
Weak Ell Nino 
o .. 5"C ~ index< l .. O"C 
Neutral 
-0,S"C <index< 0.5°C 
Weak La Nina 
-0 .S"C 2: index > -l!..O"C 
Moderate La I ilia 
-1.0" C .::: index > -1!..S"C 
Strong La Niiia, 
-1.S"C 2: index > -2.0"C 
Very Strong La Nina 
index s -2.0"C 

Stronger events do not always 
mean bigger weather and cllimate 
impacts. Stronger events can 
make It more likely that certain 
impacts could occur. 



Weather Forecast Office
Sacramento, CA

Wednesday, May 27

11

El Niño

● During El Niño, above normal 
precipitation is generally favored 
across Southern California.

● Signals are more mixed across 
Northern and Central California.

● Remember, local impacts are 
dependent on individual or series 
of atmospheric river storms! We 
cannot predict that seasons in 
advance.
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Seasonal Drought Outlook

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook 
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period 

Author: 
Richard Tinker 
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center 

tiO 

0 

Valid for May 21 -August 31, 2026 
Released May 21, 2026 

c==7· ~ -~ ='" U.S. Virgin 
, Islands 

Puerto Rico 
C7 

Depicts large-scale trends based 
on subjectively derived probabilities 
guided by short- and long-range 
statistical and dynamical forecasts. 
Use caution for app lications that 
can be affected by short lived events. 
"Ongoing" drought areas are 
based on the U.S. Drought Monitor 
areas (intensities of D1 to D4). 

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least 
a 1-category improvement in the 
Drought Monitor intensity levels by 
the end of the period, although 
drought will remain. The green 
areas imply drought removal by the 
end of the period (DO or none). 

■ Drought persists 

Drought remains, 
but improves 

■ Drought removal likely 

Drought development likely 

D No drought 

https://go.usa.gov/3e273 

U.S. Drought Monitor 

Cali'fornia-Nevada DEWS 
M1ay 19,, 2026 

(Rele.ased Thursday, May. 21, 2026) 

Valid 8 a.m. EDT 

Drought CorrdWons (Percent Area) 

Cu rr,ent 
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05-12-2,026 

3 M'onth s Ago 
,02-17-2,026 

Start of 
Ca lendar Y,ear 

,01-06-2,026 

Start of 
W:1ter Y,ear 

,09-30-2,025 

One Y,e.ar Ago 
,05-20-2,025 

Intensity: 

0None 

No ne DO-D4 

23.39 76.61 

23.39 76.61 

72.47 27.53 

82.94 17.06 

17. 16 82.84 

38.47 61.53 

D DO Ab normally Dry 

D1 -D4 D2-D4 

37.15 16.86 2 40 0.75 

35.12 16.64 2 40 0.42 

8. 70 0.79 0.00 0.00 

9.60 1.14 0.10 0.00 

54.94 29.25 4.15 0.00 

44.05 '28.77 11 .64 0.63 

D D2 Severe Drought 

- D3 Ext reme Drought 

D D1 Moderate Drought - D4 Exception al Drought 

Tile Drought Moni tor focuses on ./Jroac1-sca1e comiitions. 
Lnca1 concJjtions may varr For more intonrration on the 
Drougl1t Monitor, :90 to https:fldroughtmon.itor.unJ. eciu/About.aspx 

Author: 
Rocl<y Bilotta 
NCH /NOAA 

droughtmonitor.unl .. edu 
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Week 3-4 Outlook

Odds: equal chances Odds: above normal

Week 3-4 Precipitation Outlook 
Valid: May 30 - June 12, 2026 
Issued: May 15, 2026 
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3 Month Outlook

Odds: near normal
Remember normal ~0 this time of year

Odds: likely above normal

Seasonal Precipitation Outlook 
Valid: Jun-Jul-Aug 2026 
Issued: May 21, 2026 
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Seasonal Temperature Outlook 
Valid: Jun-Jul-Aug 2026 
Issued: May 21, 2026 
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The NWS HeatRisk is a color-numeric-
based index that provides a forecast 
risk of heat-related impacts to occur 
over a 24-hour period. 
HeatRisk takes into consideration:
● How unusual the heat is for the time 

of the year
● The duration of the heat including 

both daytime and nighttime 
temperatures

● If those temperatures pose an 
elevated risk of heat-related impacts 
based on data from the CDC

Categmy 

• reen 
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Ye ll ow 
·1 

Orange 
2 

li le to t10 risk o. exp ecied 11 eat 

Minor - Tt1is level of heat a fe s pri arily those 

individua ls ex re,· e•ly se sitive o hea . especially 

when ou doors w i hout effec i•1e cooling and/or 

dequ te hydra ion. 

o era e - T is level of hea affects most in ivid ua Is 
sensitive o heat, esp ially h sew· h effective 

c Ii g and/or ade uate hydra io . Impacts possible 

i some h a h syste sand ·n hea -sensitive 

indu ries. 
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How Can You Utilize This?

Available 7 days out and is based on 
the most updated forecasts.

If you see orange/red days, start 
messaging and preparing even if a  
product is not out yet.

Extreme Heat Watches & Warnings 
are issued when heat risk is 
widespread red and/or magenta.

Heat Advisories are issued when heat 
risk is widespread orange and/or red. English Link

Spanish Link

Location: 

5 Miles SSE Mather Afb CA 

Potential Heat Risks: 

Valid : Sun May 14 

at 38.480. Lon: -121 240 

B ev: 138 

~~~c:::s::::J~~~ 

High 71 °F High 73•F High 78"F High 87"F High 92°F Htgh 93•f 
Low .47'F Low .47'F Low 51'F low 56'F low 62'F 
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........... (!l . ... . . . .. .. .. . ..... . . ... ...... . .. .. .. . . . . . .. . . ... . ... . ........... ... .... . .. . . . . .. . ... . .... . .. . .. . .. ... . ..... . . .... .. .. . .......... . .. . .. ... ..... . . . . . .. .. . .. . .. . .. . . .... ..... . ...... . . .. . " ........ . .... . . . . . . .. . . ... . ... .. ... . . .. . .. .. .. ... . . . ..... . . ... . .. . . . ...... . .. . .. . . .... ... . .. .. .. . ........ . ... . . . . .. . . .. 
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https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/heatrisk/?wfo=sto
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/heatrisk/esp/
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● Current HeatRisk Forecasts

● Statewide HeatRisk Maps

● Historical HeatRisk Data

~ R-sk Information Heat 1 
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https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/heatrisk/?wfo=sto
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/heatrisk/?wfo=sto
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/heatrisk/graphics.html
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https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/heatrisk/historical/
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https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints

https://www.wrh.noaa.gov/map/?wfo=sto

Table updated: 949 am PDT Fri. 5/26/2023 (Last Update: 27 minutes ago) 
Click for Text Forecast 
STO Forecast Discussion 
1 miles NW of Sacramento, CA 

Weekly Summary 

Max Temp, °F 
Min Temp, °F 
Max Heat Index, °F 
Max Wind, mph 
Min Wind, mph 
Max Wind Gust, mph 
Max Prob. of Precip., % 
Max Dew Point, °F 
Min Dew Point, °F 
Max RH,% 
Min RH,% 
Max Cloud Cover, % 
Min Cloud Cover, % 
Min Snow Level, x1000ft 

Outlooks 
Severe Thunderstorm 

Excessive Rainfall 

-I 

-

Fri 
May26 

77 
60 
77 
12 
8 
17 
3 

54 
51 
74 
42 
9 
0 

9.3 

Day 1 
Non-Severe 

ifhunderstorms 
Not 

Expected 

I 

Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 
May 27 May 28 May 29 May 30 May 31 Jun 1 

81 77 78 79 79 79 
53 55 53 54 53 53 
80 76 78 79 78 78 
12 12 14 15 14 14 
7 7 7 7 9 8 
18 18 20 23 22 21 
1 2 1 1 5 5 

55 53 51 53 53 52 
49 51 49 50 49 49 
88 86 88 86 89 89 
40 45 39 38 41 40 
39 67 34 27 36 47 
3 14 9 13 24 11 

8.6 8.2 8.4 9.4 9.2 8.8 

Day 2 Day 3 
Not Not 

Expected Expected 
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Hourly Table 

Day of week: 
Time: 

Friday 5/26 Saturday 
10AM 11 AM 12PM 1 PM 2PM 3PM 4PM 5PM 6PM 7PM 8PM 9PM 10PM 11 PM 12AM 1AI 

Weather: 
Temperature (°F): 
Heat Index, °F: 
Wind Speed (mph): 
Wind Gust (mph): 
Wind Direction (°): 
Wind Direction: 
Prob. of Precip . (%): 
Prob. of Thunder (% ): 
Precip. Amount (in. ): 
Snow (in. ): 
Dew Point (°F) : 
RH(%}: 
Sky Cover(%): 
Snow Level (x1000 ft.): 
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All HaLards & Warnings 

Layer automa cally r freshes e~ 

https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
https://www.wrh.noaa.gov/map/?wfo=sto


Weather Forecast Office
Sacramento, CA

Wednesday, May 27
NWS Partner Emails

Now online at 
https://www.weather.gov/sto/briefing
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@e . . Weather Forecast Office 
National Weather Serv11ce Sacramento 
National Oceanic and At mospheric Administration Friday, Oct 22, 2021 

Significant Rain and Snow this Weekend into Early Next Week 

KEY POINTS 

• Periods of moderate to locally heavy rain could cause small stream and urban flooding 
• Possible debris and ash flows on recently burned areas 
• Breezy winds Sunday 
• Winter Storm Watch in effect Sunday evening int:o Tuesday 

CHANGES FROM PREVIOUS BRIEFING 

• Winter Storm Watch issued fo r Sunday night into early Tuesday 
• Flood Watch in effect from Late Saturday night through Sunday 

WEATHER RISK OUTLOOK 

Risk !levels incorporate potent ial impacts from weather hazards and like lihood of occurrence. 

Fri 10/22 Sat 10/23 Sun 10/Z4 Mon 10/25 Tue 10/26 Wed 10/27 Thu 10/28 

Valley 

Foothills . 
Mountains •·· . 

Risk Levels 

DETAILS 

Rain 

Rain 

Rain 

Little to None 

Ra in/Wi,nd 

Rain/Wind/Debris 
Flows 

Rain/Wind/Debris 
Flows 

Minor 

Rain 

Rain 

Rain 

Moderate Extreme 

Valley, Foothills, Mountains 

Impacts: 
• Moderate to heavy rain may lead to roadway ponding and minor flooding of poor drainage areas, 
creating difficul t commute cond it ions 
• Periods of heavy rain w ith ash and debris flows possible on recent ly burned areas 
Timing: 
• Through t his afternoon 
Confidence: 

• High 

• Moderate to locally heavy rain t hrough t he afternoon today 
• Ponding on roadways and increased t ravel t imes 
• Isolated afternoon t hunderstorms possible in northern Sacramento Va lley and surrounding foothills 

Impacts: 

• Mountain travel delays and cha in contro ls possib lle 
Timing: 
Friday 
Confidence: 
Medium 

• Snow levels 7000 - 9000 feet decreas ing through t he day 

https://www.weather.gov/sto/briefing


Weather Forecast Office
Sacramento, CA

Wednesday, May 27

weather.gov/sacramentonws.sacramento@noaa.gov (916) 979-3045

Thank You!

scott.rowe@noaa.gov

If you have questions, please contact:

Scott Rowe
Senior Service Hydrologist & Meteorologist

scott.rowe@noaa.gov

A Forecaster can be reached 24/7 
(916) 979-3045

mailto:scott.rowe@noaa.gov
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