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SUMMARY

AB 793 creates the San Joaquin Valley Groundwater Conservancy (SJVGC) to promote and maintain groundwater as a resource for the Valley.
PROBLEM

Initial economic impact studies on California’s drought emergency, estimate the San Joaquin Valley faces a surface water shortage this year of approximately 6.5 million acre-feet with groundwater reserves closing this gap by 5 million acre-feet at a cost of $500 million. Despite this reserve, economic loses are expected to top $1.5 billion by the end of the year with even greater financial liabilities down the road.
Groundwater accounts for more than 35% of the state’s average water supply, increasing to as much as 60% during prolonged drought years. However, escalating groundwater pumping during drought years significantly increases the likelihood of overdraft. Groundwater overdraft results in an irreversible collapse of the aquifer and subsidence that threatens to damage roads and gravity fed water conveyance systems, as well as increasing the risk of flooding. Once an aquifer collapses, its storage capacity can never be replaced.

Despite the importance of this vital resource, the state has few mechanisms by which to safeguard this naturally occurring system of underground reservoirs for the future.
SOLUTION
AB 793 creates the San Joaquin Valley Groundwater Conservancy specifically tasked with supporting efforts that advance both groundwater management and the economic well-being of San Joaquin Valley residents in a complementary manner. The SJVGC is composed of a 15 member board of locally elected officials and statewide appointees with a jurisdiction encompassing the 8 counties that make up the San Joaquin Valley: Fresno, Kern, Kings, Madera, Merced, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, and Tulare.
In cooperation with local governments, private business, nonprofit organizations, higher education institutions, and the public, the SJVGC will reduce the risk of groundwater overdraft and subsidence, protect and improve water quality, provide increased opportunities for responsible groundwater management, and promote the restoration of the region’s underground aquifers and surface water resources.
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