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City of Oakdale _ .
Public Services Department 200CT 20 AM 9: 07
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»v Jennine Creekmore
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION R R

To: State Clearinghouse From: City of Oakdale — Public Services Department
P.O. Box 3044 455 S. Fifth Avenue
Sacramento, CA 9581 Oakdale, CA 95361

Stanislaus County Clerk Recorder
1021 | Street
Modesto, CA 95354

Subject: NOTICE OF EXEMPTION in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act

Project Title: Cottles Trail-Bicycle and Pedestrian path Improvements and State Route 120
Undercrossing

Location: Intersection of State Route 120 and Stanislaus River, adjacent to the existing Cost
Less Shopping Center, in the City of Oakdale

Description: The Proposed Project consists of the construction of a new pedestrian trail crossing
under State Route 120. The ADA improvements and undercrossing will provide
pedestrian safety and connectivity to the existing Cottles Trail.

Applicant: City of Oakdale Public Services Department, 455 S. Fifth Avenue, Oakdale, CA 95361
. 209- 815 -3600

City's Contact: Mark Niskanen, Contract Planner

Telephone: (209) 845-3641

Public Agency
Approving Project:  City of Oakdale

EXEMPT STATUS:
X Categorical Exemption (Section 150301(c))

Reasons why project is exempt:

CEQA Section 15301 “Existing Facilities”, states “Class One consists of the operation, repair,
maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures,
facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical feature, involving negligible or no expansion of existing
or former uses. The types of “existing facilities itemized below are not intending to be all-inclusive of the
types of projects which might fall within Class One. The key consideration is whether the project involves
negligible or no expansion of use.”
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Further, CEQA Section 15301, subsection (c) states, “Existing highways and streets, sidewalks, gutters,
bicycle and pedestrian trails, and similar facilities (this includes road grading for the purpose of public
safety, and other alterations such as the addition of bicycle facilities, including but not limited to bicycle
parking, bicycle parking, bicycle-share facilities and bicycle lanes, transit improvements such as bus lanes,
pedestrian crossings, street trees, and other similar alterations that do not create additional automobile
lanes).”

The Cottles Trail Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Improvements and Undercrossing Project consists
of ADA improvements to an existing trail and construction of a new undercrossing under State Route 120
to connect two (2) existing portions of the Cottles Trail, and provide connectivity to the Cost Less
Shopping Center. The existing trail runs along State Route (SR) 120. To access the Cost Less shopping
center, pedestrians and bicyclists must cross SR 120 creating a potential safety hazard. The existing trail
is 0.32-mile, and the length of the undercrossing improvement are 0.06-mile. The Project does not include
a significant expansion of the trail but will connect two (2) portions of an existing trail via an undercrossing
along with appropriate ADA Improvements. The Project will include a negligible expansion of the of the
trail to provide connectivity to alleviate public safety concerns with the existing crossing through SR 120
for access to the Cost Less Shopping Center. Please see Attachment A for further detail regarding the
Proposed Project.

=21 )
Signature:

Name & Title: Mark Niskanen, Contract Planner
Project Approval Date: October 19, 2020
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Attachment A: Proposed Improvement Plans
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