
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS 
BOARD ACTION SUMMARY 

DEPT: County Counsel 

SUBJECT: 

BOARD AGENDA: 5.E.2 
AGENDA DATE: September 29, 2026 

Approval of the Second Amendment to the Legal Services Agreement With Van 
Dermyden Makus Law Corporation for Confidential Workplace Investigations 

BOARD ACTION AS FOLLOWS: RESOLUTION NO. 2026-0506 

On motion of Supervisor ____ Withrow_____________ Seconded by Supervisor_ C. Condit __________ _ 
and approved by the following vote, 
Ayes: Supervisors: B. Condit, Withrow, Grewal, C._Conditi and Chairman_Chiesa _____________________ _ 
Noes: Supervisors: _None ___________________________________________________________________ _ 
Excused or Absent: Supervisors: _!~Jp_n_e _______________________________________________________ _ 
Abstaining: Supervisor: J~OD.~- _______________________________________________________________ . 

1) X Approved as recommended 
2) ___ Denied 
3) ___ Approved as amended 
4) ___ Other: 

MOTION: 

File No. 



THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS
AGENDA ITEM

DEPT: County Counsel BOARD AGENDA:5.E.2
AGENDA DATE:  September 29, 2026

CONSENT: 

CEO CONCURRENCE:  YES 4/5 Vote Required:  NO

SUBJECT:

Approval of the Second Amendment to the Legal Services Agreement With Van 
Dermyden Makus Law Corporation for Confidential Workplace Investigations

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

1. Approve the Second Amendment to the Agreement for Independent Contractor 
Services with Van Dermyden Makus Law Corporation for confidential workplace 
investigations, increasing the not-to-exceed amount from $300,000 to $375,000.

2. Authorize the General Services Agency/Purchasing Agent, or designee, to sign 
agreements, modifications, or amendments as necessary with Van Dermyden 
Makus Law Corporation for confidential workplace investigations, up to the new 
not-to-exceed amount of $375,000.

DISCUSSION:  

On June 2, 2025, the County entered into a Legal Services Agreement (Agreement) 
with Van Dermyden Makus Law Corporation to provide specialized services for 
confidential workplace investigations, with a not-to-exceed amount of $200,000.

On June 16, 2026 (Board Resolution 2026-0299), the Board of Supervisors approved 
the First Amendment to the Agreement, increasing the not-to-exceed amount by 
$100,000 to a revised total contract amount of $300,000.  The First Amendment was 
executed on June 24, 2026.  

County Counsel now seeks approval of a Second Amendment to increase the not-to-
exceed amount by $75,000 for a revised total contract amount of $375,000.  This 
increase is necessary to support the continuation of services related to ongoing and 
anticipated investigations.

Van Dermyden Makus Law Corporation provides specialized, discreet investigative 
services related to matters involving County staff.  The firm’s ability to conduct 
independent investigations and provide objective findings is highly valuable to County 
operations.  The scope of work is limited to conducting investigations and issuing 
independent findings based on professional expertise.  

To preserve impartiality, Van Dermyden Makus Law Corporation may assist the County 
in developing responses to investigative findings; however, such assistance is strictly 
limited to matters within the scope of the investigations.  The firm does not provide legal 
recommendations or engage in litigation activities.
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Approval of the Second Amendment will ensure sufficient funding to address current 
and pending matters in a timely and sensitive manner.  Additionally, maintaining an 
active agreement that is not tied to a specific event supports the County’s ability to 
respond promptly while preserving confidentiality in sensitive personnel matters.

Upon approval of the Second Amendment, the Agreement will reflect a not-to-exceed 
amount of $375,000. The term will continue through June 2, 2028, unless earlier 
termination pursuant to the terms of the agreement.

POLICY ISSUE:

The County’s purchasing policy (Board Resolution 2025-0376) requires Board of 
Supervisors’ approval for contracts exceeding $200,000 per contract year, and for multi-
year contracts which exceed $200,000 during the term of the contract.  This 
requirement is based upon California Government Code Sections 25212 and 25502.5 et 
seq. which establish the powers of the Board of Supervisors and the Purchasing Agent. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

The term of the Agreement, June 2, 2025, through June 2, 2028, remains unchanged. 
The recommended action will increase the maximum contract value by $75,000, from 
$300,000 to $375,000. The Department’s 2027 Adopted Budget includes sufficient 
appropriations to support the agreement. 

County Counsel does not directly fund this agreement. The Department reviews and 
approves invoices for services performed. Costs are charged through Cost Allocation 
Plan charges, for which the Department receives offsetting revenue, or directly to the 
departments involved. The recommended actions do not directly increase Net County 
Cost but could result in Net County Cost depending on the benefiting department.

The table below summarizes the original agreement, first amendment, and second 
amendment.

Item Purchasing Approval Amount

Original Agreement 6/2/2025 $200,000

Amendment 1 6/24/2026 $100,000

Proposed Amendment 2 $75,000

Total $375,000

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ PRIORITY: 

The recommended actions are consistent with the Board’s priority of Delivering Efficient 
Public Services by supporting the implementation of necessary services for the effective 
operation of Stanislaus County.

STAFFING IMPACT: 

Existing County Counsel staff will oversee the agreement. The recommended actions 
have no additional staffing impact.  
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CONTACT PERSON: 

Caroline Mullins-Erro, County Counsel Business Manager (209) 525-6376

ATTACHMENT(S):

1. Second Amendment
2. Levine Act Disclosure Form



1 
Independent Contractor Amendment (Rev. 01.22.2025) 

SECOND AMENDMENT  
TO 

AGREEMENT FOR INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR SERVICES 
 

 This Second Amendment to Agreement for Independent Contractor Services is made and entered 
into, by and between the County of Stanislaus (�County�) and Van Dermyden Makus Law Corporation 
(�Attorney�) as the date the Agreement is executed by both parties, (the �Effective Date�). 

WHEREAS, the parties entered into that certain Agreement between the parties dated on June 2, 
2025 for legal services with respect to conducting confidential, attorney-client privileged investigations 
(�Original Agreement�); and 

WHEREAS, the County and Attorney entered into the First Amendment to the Agreement for 
Legal Services on June 24, 2026 (�First Amendment�).  The Original Agreement and First Amendment are 
collectively referred to herein as the �Agreement.� 

WHEREAS, the Agreement between the parties has a �shall not exceed� amount of $300,000.00; 
and 

WHEREAS, the COUNTY has a need for the services of the Agreement beyond the �shall not 
exceed� amount; and 

WHEREAS, Section 18 of the Agreement allows for modification by mutual consent of the 
parties; 

WHEREAS, Section 18 of the Agreement states this Agreement may be amended only by 
writing and executed by the Parties hereto or their respective successors and assigns; 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises, covenants, terms, and conditions 
herein contained the parties hereby agrees as follows: 

1. Paragraph 2.2 of the body of the Agreement is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the 
following: 

� 2.2 The parties hereto acknowledge the maximum cumulative amount to be paid by 
the County for services, provided shall not exceed $375,000.00, including, 
without limitation, the cost of any subcontractors, consultants, experts or 
investigators retained by Attorney pursuant to Paragraph 1.3 of the Agreement 
unless approved by the County Board of Supervisors.  Attorney shall notify the 
County in writing when Attorney has expended 75% of the maximum 
compensation enumerated above. 

 2.  Except as modified herein, all other terms and conditions of the Agreement shall remain in full 
force and effect. 

3. This Amendment may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of which shall be deemed 
to be an original, and all of which shall constitute but one and the same instrument. Each party agrees that 
this Amendment and any other documents to be delivered in connection herewith may be digitally or 
electronically signed, and that any digital or electronic signatures (including PDF or facsimile) appearing 
on this Amendment, or such other documents are the same as handwritten signatures for the purposes of 
validity, enforceability, and admissibility. 



2 
Independent Contractor Amendment (Rev. 01.22.2025) 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties or their duly authorized representatives have executed this 
First Amendment on the day and year first hereinabove written. 

COUNTY OF STANISLAUS 

By:______________________________________ 
      Andrew Johnson,  
      GSA Director / Purchasing Agent 
       
 "County" 

VAN DERMYDEN MAKUS 

By:______________________________________ 
Eli Makus, Esq. 

 "Attorney� 

  

APPROVED AS TO FORM 
Thomas E. Boze, Stanislaus County Counsel 

By:______________________________________ 



Stanislaus County California Levine Act Disclosure Statement (Rev.7.28.2026) 

CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION/LEVINE ACT DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

**COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM**
______________________________________________________________________

Government Code section 84308, part of the "Levine Act," prohibits County
“Officers” from participating in any action related to a license, permit or other
entitlement if such member receives political contributions totaling more than $500
within the twelve months prior to the initiation of proceeding, during the pendency
of the proceeding, and twelve months following the date of final decision on the
entitlement. During the pendency of the proceeding and for twelve months following 
final decision on the entitlement, a "Party" or "Participant" as defined in section 84308,
is prohibited from contributing more than $500 to an "Officer." 

Section 84308(a)(4) of the Levine Act defines an "officer" as follows: “Officer” means any
elected or appointed officer of an agency, any alternate to an elected or appointed officer 
of an agency, and any candidate for elective office in an agency. The term “officer” is 
further defined 2 Cal. Code Regs. Section 18438.1, which states:

An officer of an agency includes only those persons who make, participate in making, or 
in any way attempt to use their official position to influence a decision in the license,
permit, or entitlement for use proceeding, or who exercise authority or budgetary control
over the agency of officers who may do so, and:

(1) Serve in an elected position, including an official appointed to an elected position
due to an interim vacancy or an election otherwise canceled because the official
was the sole candidate for the position;

(2) Serve as a member of a board or commission;
(3) Serve as the chief executive of a state agency, or county, city or district of any kind; 

or 
(4) Have decision making authority with respect to the proceeding involving a license,

permit, or other entitlement for use and is also a candidate for elected office or has
been a candidate for elective office in the 12 months prior to the proceeding.

A list of Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors can be found online at:
https://www.stancounty.com/board/  The party making this certification is
responsible for determining whether a recipient of a political contribution is a 
County "Officer".

(1) Have you, your company, or any agent on behalf of you or your company, made
any political contributions of more than $500 to any County officer in the twelve (12)
months preceding the date of the submission of your proposals or the anticipated
date of any Board action related to this contract?  

YES ______ NO ______

If YES, please identify the person(s) or agent(s) making the contribution:
___________________________________________________________________      

                                                                                                                             
If YES, please identify the County Officer receiving the contribution:
___________________________________________________________________



Stanislaus County California Levine Act Disclosure Statement (Rev.7.28.2026) 

(2) Do you, or your company, or any agent on behalf of you or your company, anticipate or
plan to make any political contribution of more than $500 to any County Officer in the
twelve (12) months following any Board action related to this contract?  

 YES ______ NO ______ 

 If YES, please identify the person(s) or agent(s) making the contribution: 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                        
 If YES, please identify the County Officer receiving the contribution: 
 __________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                      
Answering YES to either of the questions above does not preclude Stanislaus 
County from awarding the relevant entitlement to you or preclude Stanislaus County 
from taking subsequent action on the entitlement. 
 
Note: The following contracts are excluded from the definition of “licenses, permits, or 
other entitlements for use” for the purposes of the Act:  

- Contracts under $50,000; 
- Contracts between two or more government agencies; 
- Contracts where no party receives financial compensation; and 
- Periodic review or renewal of development agreements or competitively bid 

contracts with non-material modifications. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY UNDER THE LAWS OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA THAT THE FOREGOING IS TRUE AND CORRECT. 
 
 
 
Signature:

 
Date 

 
Print Name:
 
Title: 

Company:

For Internal Purposes Only (If Applicable) 

 
Application Number: 

 
Application Title:

 
Application Address:

 
Application APN: 

 
RFP Number: 

 
RFP Title: 

Eli Makus

Managing Partner

Van Dermyden Makus Law Corporation
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