
September 3, 2026 

Dear Chairman, 

OFFICE OF COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER 

DONNA LINDER 
County Clerk-Recorder, Registrar of Voters & 

Commissioner of Civil Marriage 

REGISTRAR OF VOTERS 
ELECTIONS DIVISION: 

1021 "I" Street, Suite 101, Modesto, CA 95354 
Telephone: 209.525.5200 
Facsimile: 209.525.5802 

We are in the final stages of preparation to conduct the General Election on Tuesday, 
November 3, 2026. 

You are invited to participate in the Election Observer Panel to observe activities 
associated with the election or designate a member of your organization to serve on the 
panel. Panel members are invited to observe all aspects of the election 

Observers at the Stanislaus County Registrar of Voters Office may be limited in number 
and asked to rotate with other observers to allow voters to access the voting areas. 

If your organization would like to be represented on the Election Observer Panel, please 
contact Candidate Services in the Elections Division at (209) 525-5237 with the name of 
your representative to obtain an appointment and an identification name badge prior to the 
Election. 

In addition, enclosed please find information regarding times, dates, and places for ballot 
processing and election activities. 

Because of lack of space and the need for social distancing, we will strictly adhere 
to the enclosed Election Observer Office Procedures. Please have your Panel 
Member carefully review the procedures before Election Day. 

~ Qv· 
Donna Linaer 
Stanislaus County Clerk-Recorder, Registrar of Voters 

Enclosures 
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€0UNTY CLERK-RECORDER 

DONNA LINDER 
County Clerk-Recorder, Registrar of Voters &

Commissioner of Civil Marriage 

REGISTRAR OF VOTERS 

ELECTIONS DIVISION: 
1021 "I" Street, Suite 101, Modesto, CA 95354 

Telephone: 209.525.5200, espaflo/: 209.525.5230 
Toll-free: 833.772.2260, TTY: 833.646.2136 

November 3, 2026, General Election 

Tuesday, September 8, 2026, until completed 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Logic and Accuracy Testing 

Monday, October 5, 2026 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. First day ballots to be mailed 

May begin processing VBM ballots 
Saturday. October 24, 2026 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 11-day vote centers open

*Saturday, October 31, 2026
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 4-day vote centers open

Tuesday, November 3, 2026 
7 a.m. All vote centers open 
7 p.m. Observer Tour of elections office 

8 p.m. 

8:15 p.m. 

8 p.m. to closing 

Until November 1 O 

Until 5 p.m. 
November 25 

Vote centers close 
Drop boxes locked 
Vote by mail ballot results available 

Vote centers return ballots received 

Postmarked mailed ballots accepted 

Missing signatures, ballot cure forms 
and non-matching signatures 

Elections office, 1021 "I" Street, Modesto 
909 Oakdale Rd., Modesto 
Check in required at the elections office

Elections office, 1021 "I" Street, Modesto 

Various locations, Countywide 

Various locations, Countywide 

Various locations, Countywide 
Elections office, 1021 "I" Street, Modesto 

Various locations, Countywide 

Elections office at 1021 "I" Street, Modesto 

Elections Warehouse, 909 Oakdale Rd., Modesto 

Elections office at 1021 "I" Street, Modesto 

Elections office at 1021 "I" Street, Modesto 
online at www.stanvote.gov 

NOTE: Results of the first ballots counted will be released at approximately 8: 15 p. m. on Election Day at the elections 
office and on www.stanvote.gov Updates will be released throughout canvass until the count is completed. 

Wednesday, November 4, 2026 
9 a.m. Semi-official Canvass of the Vote can 

commence 

Thursday, November 5, 2026 
11,a. m. 1 % Manual Tally selection of precincts 

Elections office at 1021 "I" Street, Modesto 

Elections office at 1021 "I" Street, Modesto 

Canvass will continue daily, except Saturday, Sunday and holidays until complete. This schedule is provided for your 
convenience to observe the election process. It will be followed as closely as possible. Questions? Call me at (209) 
525-5211 or the elections office at (209) 525-5201.

� Donna Lind�
Stanislaus County Clerk-Recorder, Registrar of Voters 

*Stanislaus County has two - 2 day vote centers
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STANISLAUS COUNTY 
2026 ELECTION OBSERVER OFFICE PROCEDURES 

Introduction 

The Stanislaus County elections office welcomes all visitors who are interested in the election process to visit our office any time. 
Allowing election observers provides an important avenue for public observation and comment on the election process. This public 
participation protects the integrity of the process and ensures voter confidence in the electoral process. 

The purpose of this guide is to provide some advice to those who wish to observe the electoral process and to ensure both 
observers and election staff are comfortable. References to Election Code are provided where appropriate to help observers better 
understand the rules governing the work of the elections office. 

Election Office Check-In Procedures 

• All observers visiting the office must come to the front desk of the elections office, 1021 "I" Street, Modesto. 
• All observers must have an authorization letter written on letterhead from the organization or campaign they are representing. 
• Observers must sign in daily. 
• All observers will be issued a temporary election observer badge, which must be worn at all times while in the elections office. 
• Observers will be asked to store laptops, laptop bags, purses, backpacks and other personal items in a secure location within 

the office. 
• No food or drinks will be allowed in areas where ballots are processed. 
• Observers need to be escorted in and out, and badges will be collected when observers sign out. 

Vote Center Check in Procedure 

• All observers visiting a vote center must introduce themselves to the vote center lead. 
• Observers must sign in daily. Observers visiting multiple vote centers will be required to sign in at each vote center. 
• There will be a designated area(s) where observers are authorized to be. This is to ensure the voter's privacy and right to 

vote a secret ballot. 
• Observers will need to sign out upon leaving the vote center. 

Election Warehouse Check-In-Procedures 

• All observers visiting the warehouse must check in with the manager or supervisor on duty at the Elections Warehouse located 
at 909 Oakdale Road, Suite C. 

• Observers must sign in daily. 
• Observers will be issued a temporary election observer badge, which must be worn at all times while in the Elections 

Warehouse. Badges will be collecteu when the observer signs out. -

Canvass 

• Canvass begins no later than the Thursday after the election and continues every day (excluding Saturdays, Sundays and 
holidays) until complete. Per Elections Code, canvass procedures must be completed within 30 days after the date of the 
election. 

• No food or drinks will be allowed in the canvass area around any ballots. We kindly ask observers to eat and drink outside our 
office. 

• All canvass procedures are open to the public, and the same election night guidelines are applied to canvass proceedings. 
The canvass resumes each morning and does not wait for your arrival, nor will it be halted until completed. 

• Any questions on procedures should be made directly to the Registrar of Voters· or an elections manager, not to individual 
workers. 

• Communication between canvass workers and observers will not be allowed, regardless of the topic. 
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'Genera~ Rules 

All observers must follow these' rules when in the elections office, warehouse or vote center. Anyone failing to follow these rules will 
be asked to leave for the duration of the canvassing process. 

• This is a politically neutral office. No discussion of politics, campaigns or candidates is allowed among observers within the 
facility. 

• The individual's function is to observe that procedures are followed. Observers cannot assist in operations, touch or handle any 
ballots or other election-related materials. 

• All questions concerning a procedure must be directed only to the Registrar of Voters or an elections manager. 
• No observer shall interfere with the orderly processing of ballot envelopes or processing and counting of ballots, including 

touching or handling of the ballots or envelopes. (Elections Code §15104e) 
• Observers will be permitted access to a designated observation area(s), sufficiently close to _enable them to . observe and 

challenge whether individuals handling ballots arefollowing established procedures. (Elections Code §15104d) 
• Cameras and recording devices are not allowed. Cell phones will be kept at the front desk when you check in. 
• You may not use your cell phone in the office. All phone conversations must be taken outside. 
• Observers are to hold discussions and conversations outside the designated canvass work areas. Anyone not adhering to these 

rules will be asked to leave for the day. 
• Observers will be allowed into the canvass work areas only when employees are performing canvass operations. 
• Operations will continue as scheduled whether or not an observer is present. 
• Observers must remain in the area they were escorted to. If you are found unsupervised in a different area, you will be escorted 

from the office. 
• Observers may not wear the uniform of a peace officer or security guard. 
• No food or drink may be brought into the elections office. All meals must be taken outside the office. 

Helpful Hints 

• Wear comfortable shoes. 
• Please refrain from wearing strong perfume or aftershave while observing. 
• If staff can hear you breathe, back up; you're too close. 

Ballot Handling Challenges 

• A member of the County Grand Jury, and at least one member each of the Republican County Central Committee, the 
Democratic County Central Committee, any other party with a candidate on the ballot and any other interested organization, 
shall be permitted to observe and challenge the manner in which the vote by mail ballots are handled, from the processing of 
vote by mail ballot return envelopes through the counting and disposition of the ballots. (Elections Code§15104b) 

• Observers are allowed sufficiently close access to observe if the individuals handling the ballots are following established 
procedures. Observers may challenge whether those personnel handling vote by mail ballots are following established 
procedures, including verifying signatures and addresses by comparing them to voter registration information and securing 
ballots to prevent tampering before counting. 

Elections Code Governing Observer Behavior 

Elections Code Section 18562.5 defines misdemeanor behavior of observers during ballot processing as follows: 
A member of the public is guilty of a misdemeanor if, while observing any of the following, he or she willfully engages in any conduct 
set forth in subdivision (b): 

1. Attempting to ascertain the identity and ballot choices of a voter or having observed or learned the identity of a voter, 
attempting to ascertain the ballot choices of that voter. 

2. Opening a provisional or vote by mail ballot envelope containing a voted ballot in order to ascertain the voter's ballot choices. 
3. Making or placing a mark or device on a ballot or secrecy envelope to ascertain the voter's ballot choices. 
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