


 

 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS 
AGENDA ITEM 

 
DEPT: Public Works BOARD AGENDA:5.C.1 
  AGENDA DATE:  September 30, 2025 
CONSENT:  
 
CEO CONCURRENCE:  YES 4/5 Vote Required:  No 
 
 

SUBJECT: 

Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding Between the Stanislaus Council of 
Governments and Stanislaus County for the Local Partnership Program – Competitive 
Grant for the 7th Street Bridge Replacement Project 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

1. Approve a Memorandum of Understanding between the Stanislaus Council of 

Governments and Stanislaus County for $15 million in Local Partnership Program – 

Competitive Grant funds for the 7th Street Bridge Replacement Project. 

2. Authorize the Chief Executive Officer to execute the Memorandum of Understanding 

between the Stanislaus Council of Governments and Stanislaus County. 

3. Authorize the Director of Public Works to take any appropriate action necessary to 

carry out the purpose and intent of these recommendations.  

 
DISCUSSION: 

Stanislaus County Public Works, in cooperation with the City of Modesto, California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans), and the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) is proposing to replace the 7th Street Bridge (No. 38C0023) over Tuolumne 
River and construct necessary roadway approach improvements to accommodate the 
bridge replacement.   

The historic 7th Street Bridge over Tuolumne River was built in 1916 by Stanislaus 
County and consists of a series of “canticrete” type trusses supported on reinforced 
concrete piers and abutments all founded on concrete or timber piling.  The entire 
bridge span is approximately 1,170 feet in length and the Average Daily Traffic (ADT) 
volume is approximately 15,700 vehicles per-day.   

The 7th Street Bridge is listed on the Caltrans Local Agency Bridge List with an 
extremely low sufficiency rating (5.1 on a scale of 0 to 100) because of structural and 
functional deficiencies.  Although the bridge is currently considered structurally sound, 
there is significant spalling, advanced signs of alkali silica reaction, exposed and 
deteriorating steel reinforcing and considerable deflection at the cantilevered sections.  
This bridge has been weight restricted to four tons gross load since 1979 and restricted 
from legal truck load weights since 1937.   

The 7th Street Bridge Replacement Project (Project) has been identified as a necessary 
improvement to correct hydraulic deficiencies, remove load restrictions, improve mobility 
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along the 7th Street corridor, and improve safety for motorists, pedestrians, and 
bicyclists.   

The completed Project will have two standard-width travel lanes in each direction, a 
Class I multi-use path on the west side of the bridge, a standard sidewalk on the east 
side of the bridge, and five-foot-wide shoulders on each side of the bridge that will serve 
as Class II bicycle lanes.  The Project includes modifications at the 7th Street/B 
Street/Tuolumne Boulevard intersection and at Crows Landing Road at the 7th Street 
intersection.  Additionally, the Project includes the development of a new pedestrian 
plaza that would connect the new bridge with the proposed Tuolumne River Regional 
Park’s Gateway Parcel and to the Tuolumne River itself.   

An Environmental Assessment (EA) and Section 4(f) Evaluation with Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI) was approved by Caltrans in August of 2019, and re-
validated in January and July of 2025, in compliance with the requirements of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  An Environmental Impact Report (EIR) was 
certified by the County in May 2017, and approved by Caltrans in August of 2019, in 
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  An EIR Addendum 
was adopted on April 15, 2025, by the Board of Supervisors.   

Funding for this Project is from the Federal Highway Bridge Program (HBP), the 
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Improvements Program, and the Local 
Partnership Program – Competitive (LPP-C), administered by Caltrans, with local 
matching funds from Stanislaus County and the City of Modesto.   

The Project completed final design documents and achieved right-of-way certification in 
June 2025.  The Project received authorization for the Construction (CON) phase in 
August 2025.  Project pre-construction preparation activities will begin to take place in 
late 2025 and the Project construction could potentially begin in early 2026, contingent 
on funding allocations, final permits, and the bidding and award process.   

The Stanislaus Council of Governments (StanCOG), as the Taxing Authority, nominated 
the 7th Street Bridge project in the California Transportation Commission (CTC) 2024 
LPP-C cycle for funding. 

On June 27, 2025, the 7th Street Bridge project was awarded $15 million of LPP-C 
funds from the CTC.  Staff is now preparing to request the funding at the CTC meeting 
to be held on December 4th and 5th, 2025.  The $15 million dollars will be divided evenly 
between the City of Modesto and Stanislaus County to supplement and reduce the 
amount of local match necessary to deliver this regionally important project.  A 
construction phase Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between City of Modesto 
and Stanislaus County will be brought to the Board for consideration prior to the start of 
construction.  

The LPP-C guidelines state “if the project will be implemented by an agency other than 
the taxing authority, the allocation request must be signed by the implementing agency 
and include a copy of the MOU or Interagency Agreement between the project 
application (taxing authority) and implementing agency”. 

This MOU between StanCOG and Stanislaus County will outline the County’s 
responsibility and accountability for the project, expenditure of funds, and program 
guidelines.   
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POLICY ISSUE: 

Local Partnership Program – Competitive guidelines require the execution of the 
Memorandum of Understanding. Furthermore, Government Code Section 23005 
requires Board of Supervisors’ approval for agreements with other agencies.  

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Stanislaus County will receive $15 million of LPP-C Funds from the California 
Transportation Commission to support the replacement of the Stanislaus County/City of 
Modesto 7th Street Bridge Replacement Project.  

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ PRIORITY: 

The recommended actions are consistent with the Board’s priority of Delivering Efficient 
Public Services and Enhancing Community Infrastructure by replacing a structurally 
deficient bridge that serves as a major arterial connector between the City of Modesto 
and Stanislaus County. 

STAFFING IMPACT: 

Existing Public Works staff is overseeing this Project.   

CONTACT PERSON:  

David A. Leamon, Public Works Director             Telephone: (209) 525-4130 

 
ATTACHMENT(S): 

1. Memorandum of Understanding - StanCOG 
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