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THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS 
AGENDA ITEM 

 
DEPT: Public Works BOARD AGENDA:6.C.3 
  AGENDA DATE:  October 15, 2024 
CONSENT:  
 
CEO CONCURRENCE:  YES 4/5 Vote Required:  No 
 
 

SUBJECT: 

Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Urban Pocket Area 44 - Riverdale Park 
Tract Project 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

1. Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Stanislaus County Urban Pocket 

Project Area 44 Riverdale Park Tract, pursuant to California Environmental Quality 

Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15074(B), by finding that on the basis of the whole 

record, including the Initial Study and any comments received, there is no 

substantial evidence the project will have a significant effect on the environment and 

that the Mitigated Negative Declaration reflects Stanislaus County’s independent 

judgment and analysis. 

2. Direct the Department of Public Works to file a Notice of Determination with the 

Stanislaus County Clerk-Recorder’s office pursuant to Public Resources Code 

Section 21152 and CEQA Guidelines Section 15075. 

 
DISCUSSION:  

Background 

The Board of Supervisors (Board) has approved various strategic priorities for the use 
of the $107 million in the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) of 2021 allocated to 
Stanislaus County. Of this amount, $55.8 million has been assigned to Community 
Infrastructure – Urban Pockets/County Communities to address infrastructure needs 
within unincorporated developed neighborhoods of the County. The project list includes 
seven neighborhoods – Topeka/Santa Fe, Kenwood/Starr, Riverdale Park Tract, 
Colorado/Rouse, Herndon, Bret Harte, and Parklawn.  

These neighborhoods are slated to receive infrastructure improvements such as storm 
drainage, curb and gutters, sidewalks, and where needed, streetlights, sanitary sewer 
facilities, and domestic water facilities.  

Riverdale Park Tract Infrastructure Project – Environmental Clearance 

The Riverdale Park Tract Project is in the design engineering phase and is expected to 
commence construction in the summer of 2025 and be completed by the summer of 
2026. The environmental document studied the potential impacts of the following 
infrastructure improvements – storm drainage, curb and gutters, sidewalks, and sanitary 
sewer facilities. For more information on the project, please refer to the most recent 
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quarterly update that was approved by the Board of Supervisors (Board) August 27, 
2024 (Resolution No. 2024-0478). 

As part of the design engineering phase, Stanislaus County has studied the effects this 
project may have on the environment and has determined that it will not significantly 
affect the quality of the environment. The report that explains the findings of the studies 
is the Initial Study (IS) with Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for this project. 

Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), a Notice of Availability of 
an IS/MND was posted at the Stanislaus County Clerk-Recorder’s office, published with 
the Modesto Bee, distributed to all landowners and occupants of property parcels within 
a 300-foot radius of the project area, and was circulated to various agencies. In 
addition, a hard copy of the IS/MND was available for public review at the Stanislaus 
County Department of Public Works front counter. Public circulation of the 
environmental document for the project occurred from July 3, 2024, through August 2, 
2024. All comments received have been incorporated into the Mitigated Negative 
Declaration. 

Upon adoption of the Mitigated Negative Declaration, a Notice of Determination (NOD) 
is required to be filed with the Stanislaus County Clerk-Recorder’s office within five days 
of approval. Pursuant to Section 21152 of the Public Resources code, an NOD will be 
filed with the State Clearinghouse in the Office of Planning and Research.  

The total cost to file the Notice of Determination for the IS/MND is $2,974. This includes 
a $2,917 fee to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and $57 administrative 
fee for the Clerk-Recorder.  

Staff recommends that the Board adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration, pursuant to 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15074(B), by finding that on the basis of the whole record, 
including the Initial Study and any comments received, there is no substantial evidence 
the project will have a significant effect on the environment and that the MND reflects 
Stanislaus County’s independent judgment and analysis.  

Environmental clearance was previously completed for five of the seven neighborhoods.  

POLICY ISSUE:  

Per CEQA Guidelines Section 15074(B), the Board is required to adopt the MND prior 
to filing a Notice of Determination. Public Resources Code Section 21152 requires that 
a local agency files a notice of determination with the County Clerk-Recorder and the 
State Clearinghouse in the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research.  

FISCAL IMPACT:  

The cost to file the IS/MND is $2,974 and will be paid by the ARPA funds allocated to 
the project. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ PRIORITY:  

The recommended actions are consistent with the Board’s priorities of Delivering 
Efficient Public Services and Enhancing Community Infrastructure by providing this 
community with long-needed modern infrastructure. 

STAFFING IMPACT:  

Existing Public Works staff are overseeing this project. 
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CONTACT PERSON:  

David A. Leamon, Public Works Director        Telephone: (209) 525-4130 

 
ATTACHMENT(S): 

1. Initial Study with Mitigated Negative Declaration 
2. Modesto Bee Proof of Publication 

























c
Project Area

0 10 205

Miles

PROJECT VICINITY
STANISLAUS URBAN POCKETS PROJECT - AREA 44

STANISLAUS COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
JULY 2023

\\woodrodgers.loc\ProductionData\Jobs\Jobs\8500_Stanislaus-Urban-Pockets\8500003_CEQA\GIS\Data\Task_Specific_Folder\Environmental\Area 44.gdb\F1_Vicinity Map.mxd 7/7/2023 4:54:07 PM adellas

FIGURE 1

NORTH

Stanislaus County



Project Area

0 1 20.5

Miles

PROJECT LOCATION
STANISLAUS URBAN POCKETS PROJECT - AREA 44

STANISLAUS COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
JULY 2023

\\woodrodgers.loc\ProductionData\Jobs\Jobs\8500_Stanislaus-Urban-Pockets\8500003_CEQA\GIS\Data\Task_Specific_Folder\Environmental\Area 44.gdb\F2_Project Location.mxd 7/7/2023 5:52:44 PM adellas

FIGURE 2

NORTH

Project Location



W HATCH RD

RIVERDALE AVE

RIDGE RD

REGAL RD

Project Area

0 200 400100

Feet

PROJECT AREA
STANISLAUS URBAN POCKETS PROJECT - AREA 44

STANISLAUS COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
JULY 2023

\\woodrodgers.loc\ProductionData\Jobs\Jobs\8500_Stanislaus-Urban-Pockets\8500003_CEQA\GIS\Data\Task_Specific_Folder\Environmental\Area 44.gdb\F3_Project Area.mxd 7/7/2023 4:56:06 PM adellas

FIGURE 3

NORTH





































Project Area

Biological Study Area

Vegetation Communities

Urban

Barren

Agriculture

Valley Foothill Riparian

Riverine

0 200 400100

Feet

VEGETATION COMMUNITIES
STANISLAUS URBAN POCKETS PROJECT - AREA 44

STANISLAUS COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
NOVEMBER 2023

\\woodrodgers.loc\ProductionData\Jobs\Jobs\8500_Stanislaus-Urban-Pockets\8500003_CEQA\GIS\Data\Task_Specific_Folder\Environmental\Area 44.gdb\F4_Vegetation Communities.mxd 11/17/2023 1:41:04 PM esp

FIGURE 4

NORTH





































































































































Appendix A.  
FEMA FIRM Map





Appendix B.  
Special Status Species Database Query Results
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
Account # Order Number Identification Order PO Amount Cols Depth

113642 569564 Print Legal Ad-IPL01816120 - IPL0181612 $429.45 1 80 L

adellas@WoodRodgers.com

Mr. Andrew DellasAttention:

Wood Rodgers, Inc.
3301 C Street Bldg 100-B
Sacramento, California  95816

Declaration of Publication
C.C.P. S2015.5

STATE OF CALIFORNIA  )
                                                )  ss.
County of Stanislaus      )

I am a citizen of the United States; I am over the age of
eighteen years, and not a party to or interested in the
above entitled matter.  I am the principal clerk of the
printer of the Modesto Bee, a newspaper of general
circulation, printed and published in the city of
Modesto, County of Stanislaus, and which newspaper
has been adjudged a newspaper of general circulation
by the Superior Court of the County of Stanislaus, State
of California, under the date of February 25, 1951 Action
No. 46453 that the notice, of which the annexed is a
printed copy, has been published in each regular and
entire issue of said newspaper and not in any
supplement thereof on the following dates, to wit:

1 insertion(s) published on:

07/03/24

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct and that this declaration
was executed at Dallas, Texas on:

Date: 3rd, day of September, 2024

Notary Public in and for the state of Texas, residing in
Dallas County

Extra charge for lost or duplicate affidavits.
Legal document please do not destroy!
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