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Curran Canyon 

 
Proposal Information  
Proposed name Curran Canyon 
Proposal type change name to correct spelling and reflect family name  
Current official name Kern Canyon 
GNIS ID 226531 
Proponent James Burke Gildea; San Francisco, CA 
Date proposed 11/24/2023 
BGN case number 6166 
Quarterly Review List 454 

 
Feature Details  
Primary coordinates 37.5154676, -121.2414514 
Secondary coordinates 37.4931928, -121.2960187 
Feature class valley 
Feature size 3.8 mi. long 
Feature description E of Blind Mans Gulch, S of Ingram Canyon, N of Central 

Valley 
Name history Named for Michael Curran (ca. 1821-1880), who owned a

ranch nestled in the canyon
USGS primary topo map Westley 1:24,000 
State(s) California 
County(s) Stanislaus County 
PLSS Secs 7,12,14&15, T5S, R7E, Mount Diablo Meridian 
Land ownership private 

 
BGN decisions 

 None 
Other Names 

 Unpublished names:  None found 
 Published names:  

o Currans:  Daily Evening News (Modesto CA), March 26, 1898 
o Curran Canyon:  History of Stanislaus County California (George Henry Tinkham, 

1921); various 1890s and early twentieth century newspapers 
o Kern Canyon:  USGS 1915, 1952, 1969, 1989, 1991; USACE 1941, 1962, 1966 

 
Curran Creek 

 
Proposal Information  
Proposed name Curran Creek 
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Proposal type change name to correct spelling and reflect family name  
Current official name Kern Creek 
GNIS ID TBD
Proponent James Burke Gildea; San Francisco, CA 
Date proposed 11/24/2023 
BGN case number 6170 
Quarterly Review List 454 

 
Feature Details  
Primary coordinates 37.51611, -121.23944 
Secondary coordinates 37.50993, -121.29856 
Feature class stream 
Feature size 5.1 mi. long 
Feature description Flows through Kern Canyon (proposed Curran Canyon) 
Name history Named in honor of Michael Curran (ca. 1821-1880), who 

owned a ranch nestled in the canyon 
USGS primary topo map Westley 1:24,000 
State(s) California 
County(s) Stanislaus County 
PLSS Secs 7,12,14&15, T5S, R7E, Mount Diablo Meridian 
Land ownership private 

 
Case Summary 
 
These proposals are to change the names of Kern Canyon and Kern Creek in Stanislaus County 
to Curran Canyon and Curran Creek, respectively.  The changes are intended to recognize the 
correct spelling of a family name.   
 
The proponent reports that the features were named for his great-great-grandfather Michael 
Curran (ca. 1821-1880), who owned a 480-acre ranch in the valley.  According to A History of 
Stanislaus County California (Tinkham, 1921), Michael Curran was an early settler of Stanislaus 
County and an established sheep doctor, described 
developing science, to prohibit sheep herders from driving 
scabby, diseased sheep through the ranges.   An account prepared by  
stated that the valley came to be named for Mr. Curran, although it was often mispronounced 

 
The name Curran Canyon was further referenced in 1893 and 1896 editions of Stanislaus 
County Weekly News, The Los Angeles Times (1895), and other newspapers from San Francisco, 
Oakland, and Modesto (1938).  An 1898 edition of Daily Evening News (Modesto CA) titled 
Derivation of West Side Names and Places described a small gulch named Currans [where] 
there is a large spring of good water near [its] head.  This place was occupied many times 
before a permanent settlement was made by Michael Curran in the 60s and it retains his 
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  It also appeared in publications in 1913 and 1938.  The proponent provided an 1880 
census documenting the name Curran.   
 
The names Kern Canyon and Kern Creek have been labeled on USGS topographic maps since 
1915. Kern Creek Road runs through the valley.  Prior to receipt of this proposal, Kern Creek 
was not recorded in GNIS; however, citing a number of USGS and USACE maps, it has been 
added.  
 
Research by the USGS Mapping Center uncovered a field report from January 1954: 
 

The field completion engineer on the Westley [topographic map] submitted evidence that 
the name Kern Canyon should be changed to Curran Canyon, and a request to BGN is being 
submitted, based on his evidence.  If this evidence was in error, please submit full 
information promptly so that we can withdraw our BGN request. 

 
A memorandum dated three days later reads: 
 

Mr. W.W. Cox  N. Hwy 35, Westley, Calif.  a resident . . . for 80 years told me that the 
original name for that canyon was CURRAN, having been named after the Curran family.  
For one reason or another the name was corrupted to KERN and that this name has been 
accepted and used for the past 50 years or more, and now he, Cox, is about the only one 
who knows of the name CURRAN. 
 

around Patterson about 1908 and thereafter and he says that the name KERN [had] been 
used sometime prior to that date.  All of the county records show it as KERN and nowhere is 
it shown as CURRAN.  In view of this, I see no reason for not using KERN.  The name is 
accepted by everyone in the area. 

 
In March 1954:
 

The field engineer states on the name cards that Curran Creek and [Curran] Canyon are 
correct; not Kern as on the old map.  However, later field information, strongly supported, 
reveals that Kern is correct. 

 

 

Stakeholder Input   
Local government Stanislaus County Board of 

Supervisors 
 

State Names Authority  California Advisory Committee on 
Geographic Names  

 

Federally Recognized Tribes  All federally recognized Tribes 
contacted under Policy X 
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U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

GEOGRAPHIC NAME PROPOSAL RECOMMENDATION 

Proposed :

Current official :

This is to notify the U.S. Board on Geographic Names that the: 

(Name of government entity, organization, or individual)
recommends that the U. S. Board on Geographic Names: 

Approve the

Reject the 

Other

Comments (attach supporting documentation if appropriate): 

Name and itle

Address 

Phone and Email 

BGNEXEC@usgs.gov
Telephone:  (703) 648-455
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive 
Mail top 523
Reston  VA 20192-0523

Signature and date

recommends
(Name of government entity, organization, or individual)

Comments 
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