


 

 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS 
AGENDA ITEM 

 
DEPT: District Attorney BOARD AGENDA:5.B.8 
  AGENDA DATE:  June 14, 2022 
CONSENT:  
 
CEO CONCURRENCE:  YES 4/5 Vote Required:  No 
 
 

SUBJECT: 

Approval of a Contract with Thomson Reuters in the Amount of $389,790 for Access to 
Westlaw Online Legal Research Platform 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

1. Approve a contract with Thomson Reuters in the amount of $389,790 covering 

the period of May 2022 through May 2027 for access to the Westlaw legal 

research platform. 

 

2. Authorize the General Services Agency Director/Purchasing Agent to finalize and 

execute the contract. 

 
DISCUSSION:   

The Stanislaus County District Attorney’s (DA’s) Office has utilized Westlaw’s legal 

research platform to locate California and federal cases, statutes, court rules and 

practice guides, such as Witkin and California Jurisprudence for over 20 years.  

Westlaw’s online platform has replaced 90% of the Office’s subscriptions for hardbound 

books and periodicals.  Over 60 of the DA’s employees have access to Westlaw, 

including attorneys, paralegals, and investigators.   

 

Westlaw provides the most comprehensive, accurate and up-to-date legal content 

available.  The search engine filters queries so that only the most relevant results are 

provided.  This enables the DA’s employees to efficiently provide the Court with the 

most pertinent legal authority and persuasive arguments.   

 

In addition to research materials, the subscription provides attorneys with California’s 

criminal jury instructions.  Through Westlaw’s Form Builder application, jury instructions 

can be edited to address the facts of any trial.   

 

An additional feature included in the Westlaw subscription is Drafting Assistant, a 

software application that works in conjunction with Microsoft Word to analyze 

documents for accuracy of citations and quotes and to determine if any law cited has 

been overruled or is at risk of being overruled.   
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Particularly important to the Office, the subscription provides on-site training by a 

Westlaw representative each time new attorneys are hired.   

 

Westlaw’s ProFlex Package effectively meets the District Attorney’s Office’s objective of 

seeking justice in criminal cases.  

 

This contract is for a five-year term. 

POLICY ISSUE:   

Section 4.3.6 of the Stanislaus County Purchasing Policy #00-2019-00 requires Board 
of Supervisors’ approval for any contract or agreement wherein the total cumulative 
compensation exceeds $200,000, based upon California Government Codes §25212, et 
seq, and §25502.5, et seq, which establish the powers of the Board of Supervisors and 
the Purchasing Agent. Cumulative refers to the total compensation paid by an individual 
department in the reporting year and the two fiscal years immediately prior thereto 
where there has been no break in contractual services over six months. 

FISCAL IMPACT:   

The term of the proposed contract with Thomson Reuters is May 2022 through May 
2027 with a contract maximum of $389,790.  The maximum cost for May and June 2022 
is $12,354 for Fiscal Year 2021-2022.  The following amounts reflect the remaining 
fiscal years: $75,284 for Fiscal Year 2022-2023; $76,037 for Fiscal Year 2023-2024; 
$76,797 for Fiscal Year 2024-2025; $77,565 for Fiscal Year 2025-2026; and $71,752 
Fiscal Year 2026-2027.  Appropriations have been included in the District Attorney’s 
Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Adopted Final Budget and adequate appropriations are included 
in the Department’s Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Proposed Budget for this contract. Beyond 
the appropriations requested in the Department’s Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Proposed 
Budget, there is no additional General Fund impact associated with this Board item. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ PRIORITY:   

The recommended actions are consistent with the Board’s priorities of Supporting 
Strong and Safe Neighborhoods and Delivering Efficient Public Services by meeting the 
community need for services that improve the legal process.  

STAFFING IMPACT:   

Existing District Attorney’s Office staff will oversee this contract. 
 
CONTACT PERSON:   

Birgit Fladager        (209) 525-5550 
District Attorney 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 

1. 2022-2027 Westlaw Contract 
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