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Environmental 
Process
California High-Speed Rail Authority (CHSRA) 

and the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) 

initiated the project-level environmental review 

process for the high-speed train project between 

Merced and Sacramento.

In accordance with the California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) and the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Authority 

has issued a Notice of Preparation (NOP), and 

the FRA published a Notice of Intent (NOI) for the 

preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact 

Report (EIR)/Environmental Impact Statement 

(EIS). As part of the initial phase of the 

environmental process, public scoping meetings 

will be hosted to receive public comment on the 

alternatives and issues that should be examined 

as part of the environmental analysis. Your 

comments will be considered in the preparation 

of the environmental document and will 

become part of the public record.

IMPLEMENTAT ION  AND  CONS TRUCT ION  T IMEL INE

Scoping is the first opportunity to become involved in the Merced-to-
Sacramento HST project-level Environmental Impact Report/Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIR/EIS).  During the scoping process the public, as 
well as city, county, state, and federal agencies have an opportunity to 
provide comments on project alternatives and environmental impacts to be 
evaluated in the EIR/EIS. The purpose of the scoping process is to:

• 	 identify public and agency concerns early in the environmental process

• 	 receive input on alternatives and issues that will be examined in the 	
Draft EIR

• 	 save time in the overall process and facilitate an efficient EIR/EIS 
preparation process 

WHAT  I S  SCOPING?

HST Route Alternatives

Potential Station Locations

Connecting Statewide 
High-Speed Train System

Altamont Corridor Regional 
Rail Connections
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