Street Sweeping and Vacuuming
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Description and Purpose
Street sweeping and vacuuming includes use of self-propelled
and walk-behind equipment to remove sediment from streets
and roadways, and to clean paved surfaces in preparation for
final paving. Sweeping and vacuuming prevents sediment from
the project site from entering storm drains or receiving waters.
Suitable Applications
Sweeping and vacuuming are suitable anywhere sediment is
tracked from the project site onto public or private paved
streets and roads, typically at points of egress. Sweeping and
vacuuming are also applicable during preparation of paved
surfaces for final paving.
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Sediment
Nutrients
Trash
Metals
Bacteria
Oil and Grease
Organics
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Potential Alternatives
None

Limitations
Sweeping and vacuuming may not be effective when sediment
is wet or when tracked soil is caked (caked soil may need to be
scraped loose).
Implementation

Controlling the number of points where vehicles can leave
the site will allow sweeping and vacuuming efforts to be
focused, and perhaps save money.


Inspect potential sediment tracking locations daily.



Visible sediment tracking should be swept or vacuumed on
a daily basis.



Do not use kick brooms or sweeper attachments. These
tend to spread the dirt rather than remove it.
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If not mixed with debris or trash, consider incorporating the removed sediment back into
the project

Costs
Rental rates for self-propelled sweepers vary depending on hopper size and duration of rental.
Expect rental rates from $58/hour (3 yd3 hopper) to $88/hour (9 yd3 hopper), plus operator
costs. Hourly production rates vary with the amount of area to be swept and amount of
sediment. Match the hopper size to the area and expect sediment load to minimize time spent
dumping.
Inspection and Maintenance

Inspect BMPs prior to forecast rain, daily during extended rain events, after rain events,
weekly during the rainy season, and at two-week intervals during the non-rainy season.


When actively in use, points of ingress and egress must be inspected daily.



When tracked or spilled sediment is observed outside the construction limits, it must be
removed at least daily. More frequent removal, even continuous removal, may be required
in some jurisdictions.



Be careful not to sweep up any unknown substance or any object that may be potentially
hazardous.



Adjust brooms frequently; maximize efficiency of sweeping operations.



After sweeping is finished, properly dispose of sweeper wastes at an approved dumpsite.
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