
 

 

CEQA Exempt Referral 
Staff Approval Permit 

 
Date:   August 24, 2016 
 
To:   Distribution List (See Attachment A) 
 
From:   Timothy Vertino, Assistant Planner, Planning and Community Development 
 
Subject:  STAFF APPROVAL APPLICATION NO. PLN 2016-0058 – A.L. GILBERT 
 
Respond By:  September 8, 2016 
 

 
Under the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970, the project described herein is exempt from CEQA review 
(Section 15061(b)(3)); however, the Stanislaus County Department of Planning and Community Development is 
soliciting comments from responsible agencies to determine if specific conditions should be placed upon project 
approval.  Therefore, please contact this office within 15 days if you have any comments pertaining to the proposal.  
Comments made identifying potential impacts should be as specific as possible and should be based on supporting 
data (e.g., traffic counts, expected pollutant levels, etc.).  Your comments should emphasize potential impacts in 
areas which your agency has expertise and/or jurisdictional responsibilities. 
 
These comments will assist our Department to recommend for approval or denial and/or apply conditions of approval 
to the requested staff approval; therefore, please list any conditions that you wish to have included as well as any 
other comments you may have.  Please return all comments and/or conditions as soon as possible or no later than 
the response date referenced above.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation.  Please call (209) 525-6330 if you have any questions.

 
 
Applicant:  JKB Energy, C/O A.L. Gilbert 
 
Project Location: 11701 Warnerville Road, south of Sierra Road, east of S. Sterns Road, and 

southeast of the City of Oakdale Airport. 
 
APN:   010-039-030 
 
Williamson Act 
Contract:  N/A 
 
General Plan:  AG (Agriculture) 
 
Current Zoning: A-2-40 (General Agriculture) 
 
Project Description: Request to construct a six foot tall, 191 kw, fixed ground mount 
photovoltaic system.  The solar will be used to offset electrical use of the agricultural irrigation 
well on-site.  The project is located 265± feet from the adjacent Oakdale Airport, located within 
“Zone 3” of the current Stanislaus County Airport Land Use Plan. 
 
Full document with attachments available for viewing at: 
http://www.stancounty.com/planning/pl/act-projects.shtm  
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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 

1010 10
th

 Street, Suite 3400, Modesto, CA 95354 
Phone: 209.525.6330 Fax: 209.525.5911 

STRIVING TO BE THE BEST COUNTY IN AMERICA 



STAFF APPROVAL APPLICATION NO. PLN2016-0058 – A.L. GILBERT 
Attachment A 
 
Distribution List 

 
CA DEPT OF CONSERVATION 
Land Resources / Mine Reclamation 

 STAN CO AG COMMISSIONER 

 CA DEPT OF FISH & WILDLIFE X STAN CO ALUC 

 CA DEPT OF FORESTRY (CAL FIRE)  STAN CO ANIMAL SERVICES 

 CA DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION DIST 10 X STAN CO BUILDING PERMITS DIVISION 

 CA OPR STATE CLEARINGHOUSE  STAN CO CEO 

 CA RWQCB CENTRAL VALLEY REGION  STAN CO CSA 

 CA STATE LANDS COMMISSION  STAN CO DER 

 CEMETERY DISTRICT  STAN CO ERC 

 CENTRAL VALLEY FLOOD PROTECTION  STAN CO FARM BUREAU 

X CITY OF OAKDALE  STAN CO HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

 COMMUNITY SERVICES/SANITARY DIST  STAN CO PARKS & RECREATION 

 COOPERATIVE EXTENSION  STAN CO PUBLIC WORKS 

 COUNTY OF:  STAN CO RISK MANAGEMENT 

X 
FIRE PROTECTION DIST: OAKDALE 
RURAL 

 STAN CO SHERIFF 

 HOSPITAL DIST:   STAN CO SUPERVISOR DIST 

 IRRIGATION DIST:   STAN COUNTY COUNSEL 

X STANISLAUS FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU  StanCOG 

 MOSQUITO DIST:   STANISLAUS LAFCO 

 
MOUNTIAN VALLEY EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL SERVICES 

 SURROUNDING LAND OWNERS 
(on file w/the Clerk to the Board of Supervisors) 

 MUNICIPAL ADVISORY COUNCIL:   TELEPHONE COMPANY: 

X OAKDALE AIRPORT  TRIBAL CONTACTS 
(CA Government Code §65352.3) 

 POSTMASTER:  TUOLUMNE RIVER TRUST 

 RAILROAD:  US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

 SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY APCD  US FISH & WILDLIFE 

 SCHOOL DIST 1:   US MILITARY (SB 1462) (7 agencies) 

 SCHOOL DIST 2:  USDA NRCS 

 STAN ALLIANCE  WATER DIST: 
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STANISLAUS COUNTY 
CEQA REFERRAL RESPONSE FORM 

 
TO:  Stanislaus County Planning & Community Development 
  1010 10th Street, Suite 3400 
  Modesto, CA   95354 
 
FROM:             
 
SUBJECT: STAFF APPROVAL APPLICATION NO. PLN2016-0058 – A.L. GILBERT 
 
Based on this agencies particular field(s) of expertise, it is our position the above described 
project: 
 
   Will not have a significant effect on the environment. 
   May have a significant effect on the environment. 
   No Comments. 
 
Listed below are specific impacts which support our determination (e.g., traffic general, carrying 
capacity, soil types, air quality, etc.) – (attach additional sheet if necessary) 
 1. 
 2. 
 3. 
 4. 
Listed below are possible mitigation measures for the above-listed impacts: PLEASE BE SURE 
TO INCLUDE WHEN THE MITIGATION OR CONDITION NEEDS TO BE IMPLEMENTED 
(PRIOR TO RECORDING A MAP, PRIOR TO ISSUANCE OF A BUILDING PERMIT, ETC.): 
 1. 
 2. 
 3. 
 4. 
In addition, our agency has the following comments (attach additional sheets if necessary). 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Response prepared by: 
 
 
 
 

 Name     Title     Date 
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www.jinkosolar.com

KEY FEATURES 

High module conversion efficiency (up to 16.23%), through innovative 
manufacturing technology.

LINEAR PERFORMANCE WARRANTY
10 Year Product Warranty     25 Year Linear Power Warranty

JKM315P-72

Positive power tolerance of 0/+3%

295-315 Watt
POLY CRYSTALLINE MODULE

ISO9001:2008、ISO14001:2004、OHSAS18001
certified factory.
IEC61215、IEC61730 certified products.

High Efficiency:

Advanced glass and solar cell surface texturing allow for excellent 
performance in low-light environments.

Low-light Performance:

Certified to withstand: wind load (2400 Pascal) and snow load (5400 Pascal).

Severe Weather Resilience:

High salt mist and ammonia resistance certified by TUV NORD.

Durability against extreme environmental conditions:
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Engineering Drawings

SPECIFICATIONS

Electrical Performance & Temperature Dependence

The company reserves the final right for explanation on any of the information presented hereby. EN-MKT-315P_v1.0_rev2015

Current-Voltage & Power-Voltage 
Curves (305W)

Temperature Dependence
 of Isc,Voc,Pmax

Isc

Voc

Pmax

Irradiance�1000W/m2 AM=1.5STC:

Irradiance�800W/m 2NOCT:

Power�measurement�tolerance:�±�3%*

Wind�Speed�1m/s

Module�Type�

Maximum�Power�(Pmax)

Maximum�Power�Voltage�(Vmp)

Maximum�Power�Current�(Imp)

Open-circuit�Voltage�(Voc)

Short-circuit�Current�(Isc)

Module�Efficiency�STC�(%)

Operating�Temperature(℃)

Maximum�system�voltage

Maximum�series�fuse�rating

Power�tolerance

Temperature�coefficients�of�Pmax

Temperature�coefficients�of�Voc

Temperature�coefficients�of�Isc

Nominal�operating�cell�temperature��(NOCT)
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1000VDC (ETL)

15A
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45±2℃
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Packaging Configurations
(��Two�boxes�=One�pallet��)

25�pcs/box,�50�pcs/pallet,�600�pcs/40'HQ��Container

Mechanical Characteristics
Cell�Type

No.of�cells

Dimensions

Weight

Front�Glass

Frame

Junction�Box

Output�Cables

Poly-crystalline��156×156mm�(6�inch)

4.0�mm,�High�Transmission,�Low�Iron,�Tempered�Glass

Anodized�Aluminium�Alloy

IP67�Rated

TÜV�1×4.0mm2,�Length:900mm

72�(6×12)

1956×992×40mm�(77.01×39.05×1.57�inch)

26.5kg�(58.4�lbs)
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Design flexibility
•	1000 V DC or 600 V DC
•	Two independent DC inputs
•	15° to 90° mounting angle range
•	Detachable DC Connection Unit

System efficiency
•	98% CEC, 98.5% Peak
•	1000 V DC increases system 

efficiency
•	OptiTrac advanced MPPT
•	OptiTrac Global Peak MPPT

Enhanced safety
•	Integrated DC AFCI 
•	Floating system with all-pole 

sensitive ground fault protection
•	Reverse polarity indicator

Future-proof
•	Cluster Controller, WebConnect/

Speedwire
•	Bi-directional Ethernet communications
•	Complete grid management feature set 
•	Ability to satisfy future utility requirements

Sunny Tripower 
12000TL-US / 15000TL-US / 20000TL-US / 24000TL-US
The ultimate solution for decentralized PV plants

SMA’s new Sunny Tripower TL-US is raising the level of performance for decentralized commercial PV plants. This three-phase 
transformerless inverter is UL listed for up to 1000 V DC maximum system voltage and has peak efficiency above 98 percent, 
while OptiTrac Global Peak minimizes the effects of shade for maximum energy production. The Sunny Tripower delivers a 
future-proof solution with full grid management, and communications and monitoring features. The Sunny Tripower is also 
equipped with all-pole ground fault protection and integrated AFCI for a safe, reliable solution. It offers unmatched flexibility 
with a wide input voltage range and two independent MPP trackers. Suitable for both 600 V DC and 1,000 V DC applica-
tions, the Sunny Tripower allows for flexible design and a lower levelized cost of energy.

SUNNY TRIPOWER  
12000Tl-US / 15000Tl-US / 20000Tl-US / 24000TL-US



Enhanced power production
Leading efficiency and SMA’s proprietary 
OptiTrac Global Peak MPP tracking 
means owners benefit from superior power 
production and improved economics. When 
operated at 1,000 V DC, balance of system 
costs can also be significantly reduced. 

The Sunny Tripower TL-US also features 
advanced diagnostics, including a reverse 
polarity indicator via the Connection Unit 
1000-US.

Future proof
The Sunny Tripower TL-US includes a 
number of technologies designed to 
meet tomorrow’s requirements. Full grid 
management functionality is available, as 
are cutting edge communication options like 
SMA’s Cluster Controller and Speedwire. 

SMA Service can also simplify long-term 
planning with comprehensive packages 
covering inverters through plant-wide 
operations and maintenance (O&M). And, 
as a decentralized technology, inverter-
level O&M is reduced from the beginning 
compared to centralized architecture.

Optimized cost
The Sunny Tripower TL-US allows integrators 
to optimally use real estate, shorten design 
and installation time, and produce more 
power. Inverter-level O&M is reduced 
through string technology and long-term 
support is made simple through SMA’s 
service organization, making the Sunny 
Tripower TL-US the ultimate solution for 
decentralized PV.

The Sunny Tripower TL-US is engineered to 
optimize design, production, and reliability—
reducing a project’s levelized cost of energy 
and improving its financial returns. 

Unmatched flexibility
Available in four power classes, the Sunny 
Tripower TL-US features a wide operating 
window, two MPP trackers, and 600 V 
DC or 1,000 V DC operation, making it 
ideal for any decentralized project. System 
engineering is made simple and repeatable, 
resulting in a shortened design cycle.

Easy to transport and install, the Sunny 
Tripower can be mounted in a variety of 
ways from vertical to nearly horizontal. 
Concrete pads usually required by central 
inverters are unnecessary, preserving site 
real estate. 

THE TOTAL PACKAGE



Technical data Sunny Tripower 
12000TL-US

Sunny Tripower 
15000TL-US

Sunny Tripower 
20000TL-US

Sunny Tripower 
24000TL-US

Input (DC)
Max. recommended PV power (@ module STC) 15000 W 18750 W 25000 W 30000 W
Max. DC power (@ cos ϕ = 1) 12250 W 15300 W 20400 W 24500 W
Max. DC voltage* 1000 V 1000 V 1000 V 1000 V
Rated MPPT voltage range 300 V…800 V 300 V…800 V 380 V…800 V 450 V…800 V
MPPT operating voltage range 150 V…1000 V 150 V…1000 V 150 V…1000 V 150 V…1000 V
Min. DC voltage / start voltage 150 V / 188 V 150 V / 188 V 150 V / 188 V 150 V / 188 V
Number of MPP tracker inputs 2 2 2 2
Max. input current / per MPP tracker input 66 A / 33 A 66 A / 33 A 66 A / 33 A 66 A / 33 A
Output (AC)
AC nominal power 12000 W 15000 W 20000 W 24000 W
Max. AC apparent power 12000 VA 15000 VA 20000 VA 24000 VA
Output phases / line connections 3 / 3-N-PE
Nominal AC voltage 480 / 277 V WYE
AC voltage range 244 V…305 V
Rated AC grid frequency 60 Hz
AC grid frequency / range 50 Hz, 60 Hz / -6 Hz…+5 Hz
Max. output current 14.4 A 18 A 24 A 29 A
Power factor at rated power / adjustable displacement 1 / 0.8 leading…0.8 lagging
Harmonics < 3 %
Efficiency
Max. efficiency 98.2 % 98.2 % 98.5 % 98.5 %
CEC efficiency 97.5% 97.5% 97.5% 98.0%
Protection devices
DC reverse polarity protection ● ● ● ●
Ground fault monitoring / Grid monitoring ● ● ● ●
All-pole sensitive residual current monitoring unit ● ● ● ●
DC AFCI compliant to UL 1699B ● ● ● ●
AC short circuit protection ● ● ● ●
Protection class / overvoltage category I / IV I / IV I / IV I / IV
General data
Dimensions (W / H / D) in mm (in) 665 / 690 / 265  (26.1 / 27.1 / 10.4)
Packing dimensions (W / H / D) in mm (in) 780 / 790 / 380  (30.7 / 31.1 / 15.0)
Weight 55 kg (121 lbs)
Packing weight 61 kg (134.5 lbs)
Operating temperature range -25°C...+60°C
Noise emission (typical) 51 dB(A)
Internal consumption at night 1 W
Topology Transformerless
Cooling concept OptiCool
Electronics protection rating NEMA 3R
Features
Display / LED indicators (Status / Fault / Communication) ̶ / ● ̶ / ● ̶ / ● ̶ / ●
Interfaces: Speedwire / RS485 ●/○ ●/○ ●/○ ●/○
Mounting angle range 15°…90° 15°…90° 15°…90° 15°…90°
Warranty: 10 / 15 / 20 years ●/○/○ ●/○/○ ●/○/○ ●/○/○
Certifications and approvals UL 1741, UL 1998, UL 1699B, IEEE 1547, FCC Part 15 (Class A & B), CAN/CSA C22.2 107.1-1
NOTE: US inverters ship with gray lids
*Suitable for 600 V DC max. systems
Type designation STP 12000TL-US-10 STP 15000TL-US-10 STP 20000TL-US-10 STP 24000TL-US-10

Accessories

● Standard features   ○ Optional features   — Not available
Data at nominal conditions

RS485 interface 
DM-485CB-US-10

SMA Cluster Controller
CLCON-10



Technical data Connection Unit 
1000 V

Input (DC)
Max. DC voltage 1000 V
Number of input source circuits (strings) 8 (4 + 4)
Input conductor size #12 to #6 AWG
Max. fuse size 20 A
Output (DC)
Output circuits 2
Output conductor size #8 to #2 AWG
Max. rated continuous current / per output circuit 66 A / 33 A
Protection devices
Touchsafe fuse holders ●
Reverse polarity indicator ●
Load-break rated output disconnect ●
General data
Dimensions (W / H / D) in mm (in) 466 / 398 / 136  (18.4 / 15.7 / 5.4)
Packing dimensions (W / H / D) in mm (in) 563 / 543 / 240 (22.2 / 21.4 / 9.5)
Weight 10 kg (22 lbs)
Packing weight 11 kg (24 lbs)
Protection rating NEMA 3R
Features
Certificates and permits UL 1741, CAN/CSA C22.2 107.1-1

● Standard features   ○ Optional features   — Not available
Type designation CU 1000-US-10

SMA America, LLC
Toll Free +1 888 4 SMA USA
www.SMA-America.com
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Connection Unit 1000-US

The Connection Unit is an optional system 
component of the Sunny Tripower TL-US 
series and includes combiner box and 
disconnect functionality in one convenient 
housing. Its integrated reverse polarity 
indicator supports safe installation.
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