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Kenneth L. Finger, Ph.D. 
Consulting Paleontologist 

 

18208 Judy St., Castro Valley, CA 94546-2306           510.305.1080          klfpaleo@comcast.net 
 
September 11, 2016 
 
Dana DePietro 
FirstCarbon Solutions 
1350 Treat Boulevard, Suite 380 
Walnut Creek, CA 94597 
 
Re: Paleontological Records Search: Recology BVON Project (4875.0001), Stanislaus and 

San Joaquin Counties, California 
 
Dear Dr. DePietro: 
 
 As per your request, I have performed a 
records search on the University of Califor-
nia Museum of Paleontology (UCMP) data-
base for the Recology BVON Project in 
Stanislaus and San Joaquin counties along 
the side of the Great Valley. The project site 
is located in the Solyo quadrangle (1971 
USGS 7.5-series topographic map) on rela-
tively flat terrain.. Google Earth imagery 
shows this site has been heavily disturbed 
by agricultural development. 
 
Geologic Units 
According to the part of geologic map of 
Dibblee (2007) shown here, the surface of 
the area of the project site is well within an 
extensive deposit of young alluvium (Qa).  
 
 
 

Key to geologic units on map 
Qa  Holocene alluvium 
Qoa  Late Pleistocene older alluvium 
Tps  Pliocene? nonmarine sand & gravel  
Tpc Pliocene? nonmarine clay & mud 
Km  Cretaceous Moreno Formation 
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The older alluvium (Qoa), Pliocene? nonmarine deposits, and Cretaceous Moreno Formation, all 
of which are mapped southwest of the project site are units with the potential of yielding signifi-
cant paleontological resources, and they most likely extend northeast in the subsurface below the 
younger alluvium at the project site. 
 
UCMP Records Search 

I performed a records search of the University of California Museum of Paleontology database 
on September 10, 2016. Of the 126 vertebrate fossil localities listed, 22 of are in late Pleistocene 
deposits that yielded elements of the Rancholabrean fauna. 
 
Remarks and Recommendations 
There are no potentially fossiliferous sedimentary deposits on or adjacent to the project site. The 
distance between their nearest exposures and the project site indicates that the younger alluvium 
within the search area is likely to extend deeper in the subsurface than the depth of project-
related exvations; thus, it is also highly unlikely that they will impact potentially fossiliferous 
late Pleistocene deposits in the subsurface. In conclusion, neither a pre-construction paleontolog-
ical walkover survey or paleontological monitoring during earth-disturbing activities are war-
ranted. Thus, this report completes the paleontological mitigation for this project. 
  
Sincerely, 

 
 

Reference Cited 
Dibblee, T.W., Jr.; edited by Minch, J.A. 2007. Geologic map of the Solyo and Westley quad-

rangles, San Joaquin and Stanislaus counties, California. Dibblee Geology Center, map no. 
DF-340; scale 1:24,000. 
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