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CHOOSING YOUR BENEFICIARIES 
PLEASE READ THE APPLICABLE INFORMATION BEFORE YOU DESIGNATE YOUR BENEFICIARIES.

Your beneficiary designation is very important, and is not provided by your employer. Taking the 
time to designate your beneficiary now will simplify the payment process for your survivor(s). 

If you do not designate a beneficiary, the choice of benefits available to your survivors may be limited, or 
they may experience a lengthy delay in receiving payments due to probate proceedings.  If you are 
married/registered and designate someone other than your spouse/registered domestic partner 
as primary beneficiary, that person may be forfeiting a life-time benefit and his/her signature is 
required on the back of the StanCERA Beneficiary form. 

Be sure to update your beneficiary information in response to changes such as birth, death, marriage or 
divorce*, domestic partnership registration or termination*, or if your beneficiary moves. 

Benefits: If you have less than 5 years of service, your beneficiary will receive your contributions and 
interest plus one month’s salary for each full year of service completed up to a maximum of six-months’
salary.

If you have completed five or more years of service, your surviving spouse/registered domestic partner 
or minor children will have a choice of:

1.   A lump sum benefit comprised of your contributions plus interest and one month’s salary for each     
year of service completed in a contributory plan, up to a maximum six-months’ salary.

2.  OR - A monthly retirement allowance equal to 60% of the monthly retirement allowance, which you    
would have received if you had been granted a non-service connected disability retirement 
allowance.  

3.   OR - A combination of a lump sum benefit equal to one month’s salary for each year of service 
completed, up to a maximum six-months’ salary, and a monthly retirement allowance which is the 
actuarial equivalent of a 60% continuance of your non-service connected disability retirement 
allowance less the lump sum benefit paid.

*Funds may not be dispersed for minor children until legal guardianship is established.

If you have completed five or more years of service in a contributory plan and do not have a surviving 
spouse/partner or minor children, your nominated beneficiary will receive your contributions plus one 
month’s salary for each full year of service completed up to a maximum of six-months’ salary.

Please Note: If you assign multiple beneficiaries to the same Beneficiary Number, the beneficiaries 
designated will receive a lump sum distribution and are not entitled to the options above. 

You may change your beneficiary designation at any time before you retire. Additional information and 
forms can be found at www.stancera.org.

*In the event of a divorce or domestic partnership termination, a court order for dissolution may 
supersede the designation on this form. Contact StanCERA for information.

For further information, call StanCERA at 209 525-6393 or visit www.stancera.org
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For further information, call StanCERA at 209 525-6393 or visit www.stancera.org

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Name your beneficiary(ies) on the center portion of the first page. Up to four beneficiaries may be 
listed.  If you have more, you may attach an additional sheet. 
Complete and sign the front page and mail it to StanCERA.

NOTE: This form cancels and replaces all prior beneficiary designations on file. You must complete all 
information requested for each beneficiary.

Primary Beneficiary(ies)
You may name one or more primary (Beneficiary # 1) beneficiaries. Indicate the percentage share for each 
beneficiary. The percentages for all primary beneficiaries must total 100%. If percentages are not specified, 
benefits will be divided equally. In the event that a primary beneficiary predeceases you, benefits will be 
divided equally among your remaining primary beneficiaries; or, if none remain, to your secondary 
beneficiary(ies) or, if necessary, to your estate.  If you are married/registered and name more than one 
primary beneficiary or someone other than your spouse/domestic partner, your spouse/domestic 
partner may be forfeiting a life time benefit and must sign the back of the form. 

Secondary Beneficiary(ies)
You may name one or more. The total percentage share for all secondary beneficiaries must total 100%.

StanCERA BENEFICIARY DESIGNATION

If completing the form 
on-line, this must be at 
least 100%.     If you 
have listed secondary 
beneficiaries be more 
than 100%.

Secondary beneficiary 
are identified as 
Beneficiary Number 2 
with percentages that 
total 100%.  SAMPLE
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For further information, call StanCERA at 209 525-6393 or visit www.stancera.org

Designating a Trust as a Beneficiary  (page 2)
A trust may be designated as primary or secondary beneficiary. The total percentage for each 
beneficiary level must equal 100%.  Use the language your attorney has given you when naming the 
Trust and include the tax identification number if applicable. Remember if your beneficiary is eligible for 
a monthly continuance upon your death that continuance cannot be paid to a Trust. Therefore by 
naming your Trust as Beneficiary # 1 your spouse/partner is forfeiting the right to a lifetime monthly 
continuance.  

StanCERA BENEFICIARY DESIGNATION

Sample; Trust as Primary Beneficiary:
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REQUIRED SIGNATURE(S) (page 2)
If you are not naming your Spouse / Registered Partner as your primary beneficiary ( #1, 100%)
you must have your spouse/registered partner sign the form acknowledging and consenting to this 
action (Section 4).  If they will not or cannot consent, you may complete Section 5. 

StanCERA BENEFICIARY DESIGNATION

The rights and claims of your eligible surviving spouse/registered domestic partner and/or surviving minor children may be 
superior to and supersede the rights and claims of any other beneficiary.
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