
  New Regulations Regarding Training and Certification requirements for UST
       Owners and Operators, Service Technicians, Installers and Inspectors

Senate Bill 989, passed in January 2000, required that UST Owners and Operators, Service tech-
icians, Installers and Inspectors meet minimum industry established training standards.  The State
Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) passed regulations that set the timeliness for all the above
groups to posses a current certificate issued by the International Code Council (ICC), by passing the
appropriate exam.  The table below summarizes these requirements.  For additional information
regarding these regulations, access them on the SWRCB website at: http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/ust/
regulatory/new_regs/index.html

GROUP CERTIFICATION EXAM DEADLINE TO PASS

 Designated UST Operators UST System Operator Exam 01/01/2005

 UST Installers Installation/Retrofitting Exam 01/01/2005

 Service Technicians UST Service Technician Exam 07/01/2005

 Local Agency or Special UST Inspector Exam 09/01/2005
 Inspectors conducting UST
 inspections

ALL CERTIFICATIONS MUST BE RENEWED EVERY 24 MONTHS
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In an ongoing effort to safeguard today's environment and protect tomorrow's future,
the Stanislaus County Department of Environmental Resources publishes the “UST
NEWSLETTER” to educate and inform the owners and operators of
underground storage tanks with news and regulations that would help in the
successful operation of their UST systems.

Stanislaus

County
STRIVING TO BE THE BEST

Notice to Fuel Deliverers:
Recent legislation impacts persons who deliver fuel and other regulated substances
to underground storage tanks (USTs). If you deposit any regulated substances,
including gasoline, fuel oil, and hazardous substances into underground storage
tanks, you could be fined up to $5,000 for failure to comply with this new law. The
regulations exclude heating oil used for consumptive use on the premises.

The law essentially creates a requirement for a depositor of fuel to ascertain whether
the tank has evidence of compliance. Depositors must not fill the USTs where there
is evidence of noncompliance.

Depositors should also look for red tags on individual tanks. The red tag indicates
that the UST is not in compliance. It is possible that a facility may have some tanks
in compliance and some not. Depositors should look for a red tag on the individual
fuel fill pipes.

In some cases the red tag may be damaged or destroyed (by vandalism, con-
struction or other acts).  The depositor should attempt to determine the compliance
status before depositing fuel.  Depositors can also call the Department of
Environmental Services during normal business hours at (209) 525-6700 to
determine if a facility is in compliance.



The above pictures were taken on a trip to Cambodia March 2004.  Although the trip was for
personal enjoyment I couldn’t help but take a few pictures of the smaller gasoline stations and
marina in Phnom Pehn and Siem Reap.  In the pictures, it might not be to easy to see, but those
soda bottle containers have 1 or 2 liters of a rich, tan-colored liquid that they pass off as gasoline.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES  --  PROPOSED HAZ MAT/CUPA LAWS
AB 3041
Digest Summary: Existing law requires the owner or operator of an underground petroleum storage
tank, or other responsible party, to take corrective action, as defined, in response to an unauthorized
release of petroleum from the tank.  This bill (AB 3041) would increase a specified petroleum storage
fee by $0.001 per gallon of petroleum stored, on and after January 1, 2005, an by and additional
$0.001 per gallon of petroleum stored, on and after January 1, 2006.

SB 922
Digest Summary: Existing law requires a laboratory that performs analysis for regulatory purposes of
drinking water, wastewater, air, hazardous waste, and contaminated soils or sediments to obtain
certification by the State Department of Health Services or, in the alternative, if appropriate, to obtain
accreditation under the National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (NELAP).
This bill (SB 922) would require the department to develop, in consultation with various state entities,
a process for coordinating the efficient adoption of new certification criteria and proficiency testing.
Proficiency testing may be required by new regulations that necessitate the monitoring of a new
parameter requiring the use of an accredited laboratory.

Newsletter Debuts with Article on Biodiesel Tank Maintenance

The National Biodiesel Board (NBB) has launched a new newsletter that includes information about
proper procedures for maintenance and operation of storage systems for biodiesel.

The newsletter is called “The Biodiesel Education Network News”, and it is on-line at
http://www.biodiesel.org/ben/2004/July_2004_lr.pdf .

The newsletter's summer 2004 edition includes an article on 10 steps for successful handling and
storage of the vegetable-oil-based fuel, such as the use of compatible equipment. In addition, it carries
an article on the importance of combating microbial growth in tanks and piping.

The newsletter is a product of a partnership between NBB and the Petroleum Marketer’s Association
of America  (PMAA) to create resources for answering petroleum distributors' questions.



A few pictures from the Stanislaus County Designated Operator workshop.  Two classes were held to
provide Stanislaus County UST owners and operators the information they needed to pass the state
mandated UST Designated Operator exam by the January 1,  2005 deadl ine.

If you were unable to attend the Stanislaus County Designated Operator workshop and would like to
attend training to help pass the exam please visit  http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/cwphome/ust/training
/trng_providers.html.  If you would like to hire a Designated Operator for your facility, the SWRCB
has a temporary listing of names, contact information, and geographic service areas for Designated
UST Operator services on their web site,http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/ust/training/disclaimer
_hire.html.

UST RECORD
RETENTION TIMES

3 year retention
Maintenance records;
Monthly tank tests;
Monitoring records.
5 year retention
Calibration and maintenance records;
Performance claims for monitor, and
release detection systems.
6 1/2 year retention
Cathodic protection maint, records
Remaining life of the UST
Repair, lining or upgrade records

Designated UST Operator Monthly Visual
Inspections and Responsibilities.

1. Review Alarm History.

2. Inspect Spill Containers and UDC.

3. Inspect containment sumps
a. that have had an alarm,
b. no service visit, and
c. check for proper placement

        of sensors (lowest point).

4. Check to assure that all required testing and maintenance have
    been completed.

5. Verify that all appropriate facility employees have been trained.
    Refresher training conducted every 12 months.  New hires must
    be trained within 30 of hire date.

6. Provide a copy of the report each month to owner or operator.

7.  Alert the owner/operator of any condition requiring follow-up.

8. The owner or operator shall maintain a copy of the report and
    all attachments for the previous 12 months.



The Stanislaus County UST News-
letter is published annually for owners
and operators of underground storage
tanks in Stanislaus County.  The
Stanislaus County UST Newsletter
is not intended to replace industry
standards or State and Federal UST
laws and regulations.

The Stanislaus County UST staff is:

Ali Arshad - aarshad@envres.org
Lam Inthavong - linthavong@envres.org
Robert Riess - rriess@envres.org
Tony Moniz - tmoniz@envres.org

Stanislaus County DER - 525-6700

Stanislaus County UST Inspections
The whole point of doing an inspection is to
see if the tank owner is complying with UST
regulations and educate the owner about their
responsibilities.  Checklists are always a good
idea, along with binders to hold information
needed for inspectors to do their job fast and
easy.  Some areas we look at are:

1) Records: (a) operating records, (b) maintenance
     records, (c) ATG printouts, (d) business plan,
     (e) training records (f) tank/probe/monitor tests
     (g) last cathodic test (single walled lined tanks)
   (h) designated operator inspection reports.

2) Dispenser areas: (a) current weights and measure
    dispenser certification (b) evidence of leaks,
     (c) dispenser pans

3) CUPA facility and tank forms

4) Designated Operator inspection forms

THE WORLD WIDE WEB

Stanis laus County Envi ronmental
Resources Forms Page.  Here you’ll
find the forms for Business Plans,
Designated Operators, Change of
Operator, Tank Removal, Sampling
Guidelines, Facility, Tanks and more.
http://www.co.stanislaus.ca.us/ER/
FORMS.HTM

Stanislaus County Underground Storage
Tank program web site
http://www.co.stanislaus.ca.us/ER/
USTprogram.htm.

This newsletter and past issues can be
found at http://www.co.stanislaus.ca.us/
ER/newsletters.htm

UST Testing Requirements
Enhanced Leak Detection (ELD) - New installations are required to perform this test prior to placing
the system into service.  Double-wall UST facilities within 1000’ of a public water well are required to
perform this test every three years.  Single-wall UST facilities within 1000’ of a public water well are
required to perform ELD testing every year.  Please note that there are only a  couple of companies
that perform this testing, so make sure to schedule early.

Spill bucket testing - New legislation requires testing spill buckets annually.

Impressed Current Cathodic Protection System - Checked every 60 days and the system certified
every year.

Lined Tanks - Certified at ten years from initial tank lining and every five years thereafter.

Secondary Containment (SB989) - Tested every three years.

Tank Monitor, Tank Probes, Sump Probes, Line Leak Detectors - Certified Annually.

UST System Lines (not monitored by automatic shut-off) - Pressurized lines tested every year,
suction systems tested every three years.

CUPA Q & A
Q:  How should I handle my used fuel filters?

A:  Used fuel filters must be managed as hazardous
waste.  This determination is based on the char-
acteristics of ignitability and toxicity.  These waste
fuel filters must be stored in a properly labeled
container and manifested off site for approved
recycling or disposal within the applicable time limits.

If you have a service maintenance company change
your fuel filters, make sure they are registered as a
hazardous waste transporter.

Used fuel filters are not allowed to be dried and put
into the general trash, burned, buried or disposed of
in an unlawful manner.


