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Welcome to the newly revised “Stanislaus County CUPA Newsletter”.  The “UST
Newsletter” is going to be combined with the “CUPA newsletter” to be published
twice a year as opposed to once a year.  Stanislaus County is committed to
educate and inform owners and operators of facilities that treat, store and
manufacture chemicals, and in the management of hazardous and medical
wastes with news that would help in the successful operation of their facilities.
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ATTENTION UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK
OWNERS AND OPERATORS

After July 1, 2005 we will not be able to accept monitoring system certifications or
test results of UST work performed by service technicians who do not possess a
current ICC “California UST Service Technician” certificate.  For additional infor-
mation on the “California UST Service Technician” requirements, please visit the
State Water Resources Control Board web site at:
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/ust/training/new_trng_reqmts.html

3. MISLABELED OR UNLABELED CONTAINERS
Hazardous waste containers must be labeled with the following:
- Words "Hazardous Waste"
- Generator name and address
- Hazardous properties of the waste
- Composition & physical state of the waste
- Accumulation start date
4. HAZARDOUS WASTE CONTAINERS NOT CLOSED
To prevent rain intrusion and spills, hazardous waste containers must be kept closed,
except when adding or removing waste.
SPECIAL NOTE ON USED OIL FILTERS:
Drained used oil filters must be accumulated in containers that are kept closed and labeled as "Drained
Used Oil Filters" with an accumulation start date.
5. EMPTY CONTAINERS NOT PROPERLY MANAGED
Empty containers that previously held a hazardous material must be marked with the date it was emptied
and shipped for recycling, reconditioning, or reclamation of its scrap value- or managed on-site within
one year of being emptied. When empty containers are not clearly identified as such or separated from
full containers, they can be used inappropriately for wastes and then contribute to other violations.

A QUICK HAZARDOUS WASTE EDUCATION
A CUPA's effectiveness can be measured in several ways: the educational
opportunities provided to industry, overall compliance in the CUPA's jurisdiction,
inspection reports, statistics, and of course, enforcement. This year and in
the foreseeable future, enforcement will be a major emphasis of Federal and State
agencies. Enforcement is an increasingly important factor in our performance as a
CUPA. Since compliance is our focus and the ultimate goal of an enforcement
program, we offer you another opportunity to learn to recognize and avoid the
most common violations we see in our County.
1. BUSINESS EMERGENCY/CONTINGENCY PLAN NOT CURRENT
The Business Emergency/Contingency Plan meets the hazardous waste require-
ments of California Health and Safety Code (CHSC) Chapter 6.5 and the
hazardous materials disclosure requirements of CHSC Chapter 6.95. Facilities are
required to review their plans annually and submit inventories no latter than
December 31. Any change to name, address, or owner, or significant change in
inventory information requires an update within 30 days of the change.
2. DISPOSAL RECORDS NOT ON SITE
Receipts, manifests, and laboratory profiles of waste must be kept for three years
and made available to inspectors upon request.



Legislative Updates
DC Ban Reversed
The U.S. Court of Appeals reversed the lower court that ruled in favor of the so-called
"ban" on the transportation of hazmats with in a certain radius of the United States Capitol. The court
declared the Federal government's lead role in hazmat transportation matters and expressed a concern
about the shifting of risk to other jurisdictions. What will happen next is unknown at the present time.

UPCOMING CHANGES IN MANIFEST FORMS AND REQUIREMENTS
California hazardous waste manifest will be replaced as of September 6, 2006.   As of that date, only
a new Uniform Hazardous Waste Manifest adopted by U.S. EPA in March 2005 can be used.  In
addition, current manifests must continue to be used up to September 5, 2006.  The plan is for
California to adopt the Federally mandated changes through a non-substantive rulemaking ("Section
100") in early 2006, in order to allow sufficient time to educate generators, transporters, facilities, and
regulators.  A session is planned about new Federal manifest changes at the 2006 CUPA Conference.

Managing Hazardous Waste
Fluorescent Light Tubes

The California Department of Toxic Subs-
tances (DTSC) has recently adopted special
regulations that prevent the disposal of Fluor-
escent light tubes in the trash. Fluorescent
light tubes contain mercury and become haz-
ardous waste when they no longer work, there-
fore they should be managed as “Universal
Waste”.  Businesses have until Feb 8, 2006 to
dispose up to 30 fluorescent lamps per month at
permitted municipal solid waste or hazardous
waste landfills.  Businesses may also accumulate
spent fluorescent light tubes up to one year
before sending them to a recycling company.
A list of recycling companies can be found at
- http://www.almar.org/

REPORTS & FORMS
The following items must be completed and sub-
mitted to the Hazardous Materials Department.

     Permit By Rule (PBR) Notification Renewal
     forms (due January 1 of each year)

     Financial Assurance documents for PBR and
     Conditionally authorized facilities (due March 1
     of each year)

     Financial Responsibility documents for ALL UST
     owners/operators (due at permit renewal)

     New UST Forms need to be submitted anytime
     there is a new tank owner/operator or address
     change, or a change in the monitoring system.

     Recyclable Materials Report (due July 1 of each
     even numbered year)

THE WORLD WIDE WEB

TOXNET, a cluster of databases on toxicology, hazardous chemicals, and related areas.
http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/

Underground Storage Tanks Program - Mailing List Subscription Form
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/lyrisforms/ust_subscribe.html

National Association of Convenience Stores, 2005 NACS Show, New Orleans, La., Oct. 29-Nov. 1, 2005
http://www.nacsonline.com

DID YOU KNOW?
All aboveground petroleum storage tank facilities with a single tank capacity greater than 1,320 gallons,
or with a cumulative storage capacity of 1,320 gallons stored in containers of 55 gallons or greater, due
to their location, could reasonably be expected to discharge oil in harmful quantities into or upon the
navigable waters of the United States or adjoining shorelines, are subject to the State of California
Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act.  The EPA and courts have broadly interpreted the term "navigable
waters". Navigable waters include territorial seas, lakes, rivers, streams, intermittent
streams, wetlands, and prairie potholes. Tributaries of such waters are also included as are other
conveyances that lead to navigable waters. Thus almost every waterway, even if extremely small,
could be considered one of the "navigable waters."

As the Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA) for Stanislaus County, the Hazardous Materials
Division is authorized to ensure that businesses which are impacted by the State Aboveground Storage
Tank regulations have a Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan in place.  For more
information please visit:  http://www.co.stanislaus.ca.us/ER/ASTprogram.htm



NEW HAZARDOUS MATERIALS FEE STRUCTURE
Effective June 24, 2005, fees charged by the Department of Environmental Resources (DER) Hazardous
Materials Division for the Underground Storage Tank and Hazardous Waste programs will increase.  The
fee adjustments are limited to Hazardous Waste, CESQG and Underground Storage Tank programs.  For
2005 the increase wil l  be, on average, 20-25, 35-40 and 25 percent respectively.

As a (nonprofit) agency, we aim for only cost recovery each year. This means that as well as recovering
the cost of the inspectors, as has been the case from the introduction of the regulations, we also have to
recover the administrative costs (including overhead). For specific fees and answers to any questions
please call 525-6700.

 An Introduction to Leaking Petroleum Underground Storage Tanks
Leaking underground storage tanks (UST) are a significant source of petroleum impacts to groundwater
and may pose potential threats to health and safety through the following routes:

    * Exposure from impacts to soil and/or groundwater
    * Contamination of drinking water aquifers
    * Contamination of public or private drinking water wells
    * Inhalation of vapors

These threats are minimized when UST owners or operators (responsible parties) report a leak to the
environment to the local regulatory agency within 24 hours of detection, as required. Regulatory Agencies
are ready to assist responsible parties in responding to leaking USTs. If you are the owner or operator
of a UST that has encountered an unauthorized release (leak), you are required to report the leak and
may be required to perform a soil and groundwater investigation and/or cleanup under the direction of the
lead regulatory agency.  The Regional Board and many County Agencies are authorized to oversee
the investigation and cleanup of UST system releases.

Site investigation and cleanup (corrective action) costs can only be reimbursed by the Cleanup Fund after
the tank release has been reported to the Regional Board or County regulatory agency.

Leak Reporting Requirements
Owners and operators of USTs who have reported a release to the Regional Board or County will be
notified by the appropriate regulatory agency if corrective action is required. The following chronology is a
brief explanation of regulatory requirements.

Site Assessment
If a UST leak occurs, the owner or operator (Responsible Party) must report the leak to the local regulatory
agency. Soil and/or groundwater assessment may be required by the lead regulatory agency. Assessment
and cleanup is governed by the Porter Cologne Water Quality Control Act (Water Code) and Chapter 16
(Article 11) of the Underground Storage Tank Regulations. Results of the assessment provide details
about the size and magnitude of the release and are used to determine an appropriate cleanup strategy.
A good site assessment study can be used to recommend one of several cleanup alternatives (feasibility
study).

Cleanup
Cleanup is conducted under the direction of the lead regulatory agency and may include, for example free
product removal, vapor extraction, ozone sparging or technologies such as groundwater extraction. In
some cases, soil excavation and disposal completes the cleanup.

Finding a Consultant
Choosing an environmental consulting firm to perform the required investigation and cleanup will probably
be the most difficult and time consuming task required of you in the corrective action process. It is also the
most important task. No other single factor, within your control, will affect the cost, duration, and overall
“frustration level”. You are advised to take this task very seriously and proceed with caution.

Case Closure
A UST site qualifies to receive a "No Further Action" (closure) letter once the owner or operator meets all
appropriate corrective action requirements. After this occurs, the local regulatory agency or regional board
will inform the responsible party in writing that no further work is required.



REGULATORY TIPS
We know the complexity involved in keeping track of
hazardous material, environmental precautions, and
proactive regulatory compliance. Stanislaus County
DER would like to help through our knowledge base
to keep your company in regulatory compliance. We
can help you ensure proper management of your
hazardous materials as well as help you manage the
bureaucratic processes involved.

It would be impossible to publish a list of every possible
compliance item, but ask yourself if you need help in the
following areas, and then call your district inspector or
ask as many questions as you can think of during your
inspection.  Remember, we are here to help.

The regulation itself
Hazardous materials that employees may
encounter
Hazard "indicators," such as labels, and shipping

     papers
The use of personal protective equipment
Proper handling procedures
Methods and procedures for avoiding accidents
Accidents/emergencies involving hazardous
materials
Spills and cleanup procedures
Security risks and terrorism
Topics for the CUPA Newsletter

The Stanislaus County CUPA Newsletter
is published semiannually for owners and
operators that are regulated under CUPA
laws.  The Stanislaus County CUPA
Newsletter is not intended to replace ind-
ustry standards or State and Federal
CUPA laws and regulations.

The Stanislaus County staff is:

Ali Arshad - aarshad@envres.org
Beronia Beniamine - bbeniamine@envres.org
Jim Simpson - jimsimpson@envres.org
Jonathan Coley - jcoley@envres.org
Lam Inthavong - linthavong@envres.org
Nicole Damin - ndamin@envres.org
Robert Riess - rriess@envres.org
Tony Moniz - tmoniz@envres.org
Vicki Jones - vjones@envres.org

Stanislaus County DER - 525-6700
Pollution Prevention Week - September 19 - 25, 2005
Stanislaus County Environmental Resources invites
you to be a part of the National Pollution Prevention
(P2) Week, by incorporating activities into your daily
routine that reduce, reuse and recycle waste.   This
year September 19-25, 2005 has been designated as
National P2 Week.   Not many people know that Poll-
ution Prevention week became a national event in 1996.
Today, most states across the country celebrate P2
week by promoting P2 activities at home, work, school,
businesses, agencies, organizations, and within local
communities.  For ideas on how you can celebrate,
please see: http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/PollutionPrevention/

FINES DICTATE COMPLIANCE FOR
UST OWNERS AND OPERATORS

As a result of noncompliance with currently
enacted legislation, the first couple of months
of the year brought in a flurry of activity for the
local District attorney.  As of January 1, 2005
Underground Storage Tank (UST) facilities
were to have a person on staff who is
responsible for certain activities at a UST
facility (defined as "designated UST oper-
ators").  In Stanislaus County over 20 percent
of UST facilities were without designated
operators at the beginning of the year.  Given
that there are close to 220 regulated UST’s in
the county, the large number of facilities with
out a designated operator is fairly significant.
Because of this lack of compliance, formal
action was taken against UST owners and
operators to ensure that facilities that had
not complied with the law were not using
unfair business practices to undercut store
prices of facilities that had complied.

UNCLE SAM WANTS YOU
The Stanislaus County Hazardous Waste Advisory
Committee is looking for interested citizens to fill 2
vacant positions.  We meet quarterly, every third
Thursday at 5:30pm at the Dept. of Environmental
Resources, 3800 Cornucopia Way, Suite C, Modesto.
We oversee the development, implementation and
updating of the Counties’ Hazardous Waste Manage-
ment Program and advise the Board of Supervisors
on hazardous waste management issues in the
County.  If you are interested, please call Ali Arshad
at 209.525.6700


