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A Little of History

 Assembly Bill 2286 signed by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
effective January 1, 2009 – Required UP regulated 
businesses and local regulating Unified Program Agencies 
(UPAs) to report and submit mandatory UP information, 
previously filed by paper forms, electronically through 
CERS or a local UPA portal

 UP information required to be submitted and reported 
electronically to CERS includes but is not limited to facility 
data regarding hazardous material regulatory activities 
(HMBPs), USTs, Aboveground Storage Tank (APSA) 
hazardous waste generation and inspection, compliance 
and enforcement actions

 CERS – California Environmental Reporting System

 https://cers.calepa.ca.gov/

                           

                           

                           

                            



Key Point

All CERS submittal elements need to be 

submitted yearly, regardless of whether 

there has been changes since the last 

submittal.  All submittals must be 

“accepted” by your local regulator for 

them to count as your annual certification. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Be sure to select the 

Business Portal Sign in
                           

                           

                           

                            



Login using your 

Username and Password.

                           

                           

                           

                            



After Successfully 

Logging in, Select the 

appropriate business.

                           

                           

                           

                            



Select

Start/Edit/Certify 

Submittal

                           

                           

                           

                            



Guidance Icons

 Red-Required

 Yellow-Warning

 Blue-Advisory

                           

                           

                           

                            



Select the Start

button to begin 

the submittal

                           

                           

                           

                            



“Based upon my 

submittal” 

prepopulates 

information from a 

prior submittal.

Starting “From 

scratch” erases 

prepopulated data 

and you start from 

a blank template.

                           

                           

                           

                            



Click Business Activities 

to review/edit your 

information

                           

                           

                           

                            



                           

                           

                           

                            



Select Edit                           

                           

                           

                            



Fill out the Site 

Identification 

area. 

Answer “Yes or 

No” to the 

questions. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Add an EPA ID 

Number if 

applicable.

                           

                           

                           

                            



The facility has an active EPA ID number 

CCR §66262.12(a)

 An EPA ID number is necessary 

for all hazardous waste 

generators (except for 

generators of less than 100 

kg/month of “silver-only” 

hazardous waste”

 EPA ID’s can be state or federal

 Depending on the waste 

streams and the quantities 

which they’re generated

                           

                           

                           

                            



CA DTSC Electronic Verification

Questionnaire (EVQ) System

 Required by CA HSC §25205.15 

and § 25205.16

 Failure to complete the EVQ 

will result in inactivation of EPA 

ID numbers

                           

                           

                           

                            



Click “Save”

                           

                           

                           

                            



Fill out the Business 

Owner/Operator 

Identification 

information

Note: It’s 

required to list at 

least 2 different 

individuals

                           

                           

                           

                            



Click on “Start” to 

begin editing your 

Hazardous Materials 

Inventory.

                           

                           

                           

                            



“Based upon my 

submittal” 

prepopulates 

information from a 

prior submittal.

Starting “From 

scratch” erases 

prepopulated data 

and you start from 

a blank template.

                           

                           

                           

                            



Click “Hazardous 

Materials Inventory” 

to edit.

                           

                           

                           

                            



Reportable Hazardous Materials

 Each chemical, mixture, or waste listed in the Hazardous Materials Inventory 

section of CERS will be considered separately for its reportable quantity.  For 

each chemical, add all amounts from all containers at their maximum 

amount.  Compare the total to the following thresholds

 Liquids: 55 gallons 

 Solids: 500 pounds 

 Gases: 200 cubic feet

 If the chemical meets or exceeds the threshold, it must be entered to the 

CERS Inventory.

                           

                           

                           

                            



Physical State H&SC § 25507 (B)

 For the purpose of this section, for compressed gases, if a hazardous material 

or mixture is determined to exceed threshold quantities at standard 

temperature and pressure, it shall be reported in the physical state at which 

it is stored. If the material is an extremely hazardous substance, as defined in 

Section 355.61 of Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations, all amounts 

shall be reported in pounds.

 For Example: 

 ~6 gallons of Propane is equal to 200 cubic feet at STP, but Propane is typically 

stored under pressure as a liquid. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Select Add Material. 
                           

                           

                           

                            



Type the Chemical 

Material Name to 

search using the 

“CERS Chemical 

Library”. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



If you can’t fine a 

the Chemical then 

select “Unable to 

Find Material/Add 

New Material.”

                           

                           

                           

                            



Fill out the 

Chemical Name and 

Common Name. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Select a Physical 

State.

                           

                           

                           

                            



Select the a 

Hazardous Material 

Type.

                           

                           

                           

                            



If Claiming a Trade 

Secret a Trade Secret 

Disclosure form must 

be completed and 

uploaded in CERS. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Select Yes or No if 

the chemical is a 

federally listed 

Extremely Hazardous 

Substance (EHS).

                           

                           

                           

                            



Fill out the Fire Code 

Hazard Classes.

                           

                           

                           

                            



Fill out the Federal 

Hazard Categories. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Fill out the 

“Chemical 

Location.”

                           

                           

                           

                            



Note: Largest 

Container can not 

exceed the 

Maximum Daily 

Amount.

Gas = Cubic Feet

Solid = Pounds

Liquid = Gallons

An EHS must be 

listed in Pounds

                           

                           

                           

                            



Fill out appropriate 

Inventory Storage 

Information. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



If a mixture, fill out 

the Mixture 

Components. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Once finished select 

Save

                           

                           

                           

                            



Select Done when 

finish.

                           

                           

                           

                            



Any warnings should 

be corrected before 

submitting the 

Inventory. 

CERS will not allow 

a submittal if there 

are red warning 

dots. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Click “Site Map” to 

add a new map or 

delete an existing 

map.

                           

                           

                           

                            



Uploading Site Maps

Facility Site Maps must be uploaded in 

CERS. You can include all required 

information in one map or upload several 

maps that contain layers. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Click “Edit” to 

add a map.

                           

                           

                           

                            



To upload a new site 

map click “Choose 

File”

                           

                           

                           

                            



Facility Site Map

 North designated (arrow)

 Access and egress points

 Loading areas

 All hazardous materials and/or waste

 Utility shut offs (electric, water, gas)

 Emergency equipment (fire extinguishers, fire hydrants, first aid stations, eye 

wash stations, etc.)

 Adjacent streets and internal roads

 Evacuation routes and reassembly area(s)

 Storm drains, dry wells, culverts, etc.

                           

                           

                           

                            



A pop up window 

appears where you 

can upload a site map 

from your computer

                           

                           

                           

                            



Once you’re finished, 

click “Save & Upload 

Again” to upload 

additional site maps 

or “Save & Finish” if 

you’re done.

Your chosen site map 

now appears here.

                           

                           

                           

                            



Click on the Start 

button to edit the 

Emergency 

Response/Training 

Plans section.

                           

                           

                           

                            



“Based upon my submittal” 

prepopulates information 

from a prior submittal.

Starting “From scratch” 

erases prepopulated data and 

you start from a blank 

template.

                           

                           

                           

                            



Consolidated Emergency 

Response/Contingency Plan Template

 If your current emergency 

response plan is too large or if 

your current plan is not in 

electronic form, you can use 

the State-supplied Emergency 

Response/Contingency Plan 

Template provided on the CERS 

website. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Click on the “Edit” 

button to begin 

editing this section

                           

                           

                           

                            



Click on “Choose File” 

to upload your 

Emergency 

Response/Contingency 

plan from your 

computer. 

The link to the 

Emergency Response 

Plan Template is 

located here.

                           

                           

                           

                            



Find the document 

you wish to upload 

and press the “Open” 

button.

                           

                           

                           

                            



Once you’re finished, 

click “Save & Upload 

Again” to upload 

additional Documents 

or “Save & Finish” if 

you’re done.

                           

                           

                           

                            



Click on the 

“Employee Training 

Plan” section to 

upload this 

document. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Click on “Choose File” 

to upload your 

employee training 

plan from your 

computer. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Choose your Training 

Plan and click “Open”                           

                           

                           

                            



Once you’re finished, 

click “Save & Upload 

Again” to upload 

additional documents 

or “Save & Finish” if 

you’re done.

                           

                           

                           

                            



Select the “Provided 

Elsewhere in CERS” 

option if your 

Employee Training 

Plan is part of a 

previously uploaded 

document.

                           

                           

                           

                            



If all sections are green 

and the information is 

correct, then you are 

ready to submit.

                           

                           

                           

                            



Click any “Submit” 

button to submit all 

sections.

                           

                           

                           

                            



This page shows which 

section(s) you will be 

submitting and asks 

you to confirm your 

submittal request. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Make sure that each 

section you wish to 

submit has a check 

mark to the right. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



When you are ready to 

confirm, click on the 

“Submit Selected 

Elements” button. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



You have now 

submitted your 

information in CERS.  

You can choose to print 

your submittal now, or 

do it later. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



The submittal will now be 

received by the Stanislaus County 

Department of Environmental 

Resources.  Once the submittal is 

processed, you will receive an 

email regarding the submittal 

status. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



If a submittal element is “not accepted”, your 

notification email will state that.  It will also 

include a detailed message from your 

regulator regarding the corrective actions that 

are needed. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Click People/Users in 

order to manage access 

to the facility 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Click Select to modify 

an existing user.

                           

                           

                           

                            



You can adjust the 

different levels of 

Permission. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Click Add Person 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Provide an Email to 

add/invite a designated 

person. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Fill out the “Summary” 

information. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Select “Initiate Invite” 

to adjust the different 

levels of permission.

                           

                           

                           

                            



You can adjust the 

different levels of 

Permission. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



Common Mistakes

 Using Obsolete Federal Hazard Categories

 Largest Container is greater than the Maximum Daily Amount.

 Using Cubic Feet instead of gallons for Propane

 Not Filling out the Property Owner information. 

 Duplicate Documents 

 Duplicating a CERS ID for the same facility. 

 Site Map missing information

 Not fully completing the required fields for the Chemical Inventory (i.e. 

largest container, mixtures without components, storage temp and pressure, 

Federal Hazard Category, etc.)

                           

                           

                           

                            



Things to Remember

 Any submittal section that is in red has corrections that need to be 

made before that section can be submitted.

 Facility Site Maps and Emergency Response Plans need to be uploaded 

into CERS.

 The “Facility Information” section needs to accompany all other 

submittal sections. 

 All “significant changes” need to be updated within 30 days.

                           

                           

                           

                            



Significant Changes

 A change in the “Owner/Operator Information” section

 A change in your facility’s EPA ID Number

 The addition or removal of any chemical in your inventory

 An increase of 100% or more of the maximum daily amount for any 

one chemical in your inventory.  

 Changes in your facility’s operations that necessitate the amending of 

the facility Site Map or Emergency Response Plan. 

                           

                           

                           

                            



My Information:

Ruben Hernandez

P: (209)525-6749

C: (209)480-2440

E: rhernandez@envres.org

Stanislaus County Dept. of Environmental Resources

P: (209) 525-6700

CERS help desk: 

cers@calepa.ca.gov

Questions?                           
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