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Meeting Taxpayer Needs 
T h e  BOE is committed to helping all California 
businesses and individuals conlply with the state's 
complex and changing tax laws. O u r  agency offers 
a full range of  services tailored to the diverse needs 
o f  the state's businesses-from 24-hour electronic 
services to personal assistance with tax compliance 
questions. T h e  BOE: 
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Conducts taxpayer educational consultations, pro- 
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Ramon J. Hirsig 

Helps taxpayers get assistance on our redesigned 
multilingual webpage 

Executive Director Assists taxpayers to resolve matters not solved by 
nomlal channels through our Taxpayers' Rights 
Advocate Of ice ,  888-374-7798 
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Highlights Program Revenues 
Revenues Property Taxes 
Programs administered by the BOE produced 
$48.4 billion in revenue in 2008-09. The state's 
portion, $36.7 billion, contributed 34.5 percent of 
all state revenue for the fiscal year. 

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 34.5% 

B! Sales and UseTaxes 27.3% 

Fuel Taxes 3.0% 

W Other BOE Revenues 4.3% 

OTHER AGENCIES 65.5% 

Personal IncomeTax 41.7% 

Wl Corporation Tax 9.0% 

B3 Motor Vehicle and Trailer Taxes 5.2% 

'" Other Revenues 9.5% 

Total BOE revenues decrease 

Fiscal year 2008-09 revenues totaled $48.4 billion, 
8.9 percent lower than the $53.1 billion collected 
in 2007-08, and reflect the recession's impact on 
taxes administered by the BOE. Sales and use tax 
receipts, which totaled $44.4 billion in 2007-08, 
dropped to $39.9 billion, a decline of 10.1 percent. 

2008-09 BOE Revenues 

Billions of dollars 

Sales and use taxes $39.9 

a Other taxes and fees $7.7 

Property taxes $0.8 

California property tax levies for fiscal year 2008- 
09 totaled $49.8 billion, an increase of 5.6 percent 
from the previous year's total of $47.2 billion. 
County-assessed property values fell $106.6 bil- 
lion during 2008-09 to reach $4.4 trillion for the 
2009-10 tax year. 

In 2009, the BOE set the values of state-assessed 
properties-primarily privately owned public utili- 
ties and railroads-at $76.1 billion for the 2009-10 
roll. This was a $400 million increase from 2008-09 
values. State-assessed properties produced an esti- 
mated $831 million in local property tax revenues 
for the state's 58 counties in 2008-09. 

2008-09 General Property Tax Dollar 

H School purposes $0.5 

Counties $0.2 

Cities $0.1 

Other $0.2 

Private Railroad Car Tax 

Private railcar owners pay the private railroad car 
tax on railcars operated in California. For 2009-1 0, 
the Board-adopted assessed value for private rail- 
road cars totaled $535.9 million. The total assessed 
value reflects the application of a 58.01 percent 
assessment ratio as required by the Federal Railroad 
Revitalization and Regulatory Reform Act. The 
estimated private railroad car tax revenue for the 
state's 2009-10 General Fund is $5.9 million. 

Timber Yield Tax 

Timber owners pay the 2.9 percent timber yield 
tax based on the immediate harvest value of 

trees harvested for wood products. Revenues are 
returned to the counties where the timber was 
harvested. Calendar year 2008 revenues totaled 
$1 1.2 million. 
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Timber harvest volume declined from 1.63 billion 
board feet to 1.37 billion board feet in 2008. The 
total value of the year's harvest decreased to $323.3 
million. The number of registered timber owners 
decreased from 1,893 active program registrants at 
the end of June 2008 to 1,633 program registrants 
as of June 30, 2009. Thirty timber owners paid 
approximately 73 percent of the tax collected in 

2008. 

Sales and Use Taxes 

California sales and use tax revenue totaled $39.9 
billion in 2008-09, a decrease of 10.1 percent from 
the $44.4 billion total in 2007-08. Sales and use tax 
revenue included: 

$31.4 billion from the state sales t&, with: 

- $25.3 billion allocated to the state's General 
Fund; tax rate 5.0 percent through March 
2009, 6.0 percent effective April 2009. 

- $2.4 billion allocated to the state's Local 
Revenue Fund; tax rate of 0.50 percent. 

- $2.4 billion allocated to the Local Public 
Safety Fund; tax rate of 0.50 percent. 

- $1.2 billion allocated to the state's Fiscal 
Recovery Fund; tax rate of 0.25 percent. 

$5.0 billion &om the 1.0 percent Bradley-Bums 
Uniform Local Sales and Use Tax, allocated 
among all of the state's 58 counties and 480 
cities. 

$3.6 billion in special district transactions (sales) 
and use tax; rates vary by district. 

2008-09 Sales and Use Tax Revenues 

Billions of dollars 

State General Fund $25.3 

Bradley-Burns $5.0 
Special Districts $3.6 

Local Revenue $2.4 
Local Public Safety $2.4 

Fiscal Recovery $1.2 

The sales and use tax rate in a specific California 
location has three parts: the state tax rate, the local 
tax rate, and any district tax rate that may be in 
effect. The statewide combined sales and local tax 
rate increased from 7.25 percent (6.25 percent 
state tax rate and 1.0 percent local tax rate) to 8.25 
percent (7.25 percent state tax rate and 1.0 percent 
local tax rate) effective April 1, 2009. State sales 
and use taxes provide revenue to the state's General 
Fund, to cities and counties through specific state 
61nd allocations, and to other local jurisdictions. 

Special Taxes and Fees 

In 2008-09, the BOE administered 20 special tax 
and fee programs that encompass a broad range 
of activities and transactions. Revenues from the 

insurance tax, alcoholic beverage tax, and a portion 
of cigarette tax receipts are allocated to the state's 
General Fund. Other special taxes and fees fund 
specific state services, from highway construction 
to recycling programs. The BOE administers more 
than half of the special tax and fee programs in 
cooperation with other state agencies. 

BOE-administered special tax and fee program 
revenues totaled $7.7 billion in 2008-09, a decrease 
of 3.4 percent from 2007-08 total revenues of 
$7.9 billion. Fuel taxes totaled $3.2 billion, while 

alcohol and tobacco taxes totaled approximately 
$1.3 billion. 

2008-09 Special Tax and Fee Revenues 

Billions of dollars 

Fuel taxes $3.2 

Alcohol and tobacco $1.3 

M Other special taxes $3.1 
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