
MENTAL HE4L TH BOARD 

800 Scenic Drive, Modesto, C4 95350 
Phone: 209.525.6225 Fax: 209.558.8233 

July 11,2007 

The Honorable William O'Brien 
Chair of the Board of Supervisors 
Stanislaus County 
1010 -loth Street 
Modesto, CA 95354 

Dear Supervisor O'Brien: 

As you are aware, California law requires that each county have a Mental Health Board or 
Commission. As appointees of the Board of Supewisors, members advise the Board and 
the Behavioral Health Director on various aspects of local mental health programs. The role 
of the Board is established in the Welfare and Institutions Code, and includes the review 
and evaluation of the community's mental health needs, services, facilities and special 
programs. 

The Stanislaus County Mental Health Board has been involved in the oversight of the 
operation of Stanislaus Behavioral Health Center since its purchase. Members are invested 
in ensuring that the psychiatric hospital provides excellent care and treatment. To that end, 
the Mental Health Board has had a committee dedicated to the operation of the Stanislaus 
Behavioral Health Center. 

At a Board of Supervisors meeting, it was announced that Doctors Medical Center plans to 
appoint a citizen advisory committee to oversee operations of the psychiatric hospital 
should Doctors Medical Center purchase Stanislaus Behavioral Health Center. At its 
meeting of June 28, Mental Health Board members voted unanimously to request that the 
membership of such an advisory committee include at least 50% membership from the 
Stanislaus County Mental Health Board. They also voted to ask that membership on the 
advisory committee be a part of the negotiations between Stanislaus County and Doctors 
Medical Center. On behalf of the Mental Health Board, I respectfully ask for consideration 
of these requests. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

shirley Foerster 
Chair i; 

cc: Denise C. Hunt, RN, MFT 


