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BACKGROUND: 

The Board of Supervisors adopted new priorities for Stanislaus County in April 2005. 
Department Heads were assigned to teams responsible for developing goals and 
performance measures to successfully support the priorities. The teams identified 
measures of success for one year, five years and ten years. The one-year measures 
included the implementation steps to initiate the work required by the goals. The Board 
of Supervisors adopted the goals and performance measures in October 2005 and 
directed the priority teams to present an annual report on their performance. 

Overview 

The Board of Supervisors adopted this priority to support and protect the County's 
agriculture economy and heritage. The members of the Strong Agriculture 
EconomylHeritage priority team include Agricultural Commissioner Dennis Gudgel, 
Deputy Agricultural Commissioner Milton O'Haire, Director of Planning and Community 
Development Ron Freitas and Director of Cooperative Extension Ed Perry. 

The team recommended the following three goals: 1) Support and promote agricultural 
products, education, technology and innovation; 2) Protect agricultural resources; and 
3) Manage threats to agriculture. Exhibit A outlines the outcomes that the Strong 
Agricultural EconomylHeritage priority team expected to achieve in the first year and the 
actual outcomes achieved. Exhibit A also provides a discussion of Lessons Learned 
over the past year for each measure. 

To support and promote agricultural products, education, technology and innovation, the 
priority team emphasized economic improvement and environmental quality in applied 
research and education programs. The team also utilized electronic media to 
communicate information through newsletters and websites, and supported local 
informal agricultural education opportunities through educational events and interships. 
To protect agricultural resources, the priority team initiated an update of the agricultural 
element of the Stanislaus County General Plan. To mitigate threats to agriculture, the 
priority team chose to improve use of technology in agricultural inspectionslmonitoring 
programs involving pesticide use, implement and exercise agricultural response plans, 
and establish a staff training and certification program to improve mitigation of pests, 
diseases, and other threats to agriculture. 

Conclusion 

During the past year, the Strong Agricultural EconomylHeritage priority team 
accomplished several of their objectives. Applied research and education projects that 
economically impact the County's agricultural industry were conducted, and results are 
being published. Results of research projects focused on protecting the environment 
were shared with industry. Innovations in department websites and electronic 
newsletters improved customers access to information. A survey tool is utilized to 
evaluate the benefits of educational events. The first draft update of the Agricultural 
Element was completed incorporating suggestions from agricultural industry 
stakeholders. Two technology projects involving pesticide use and monitoring were 
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successfully implemented. A regional All Agricultural Hazards Emergency Response 
Plan is nearly complete. A department based response plan was completed and used 
during an actual incident. 

While there have been many successes, the priority team has also identified several 
Lessons Learned and opportunities for improvement. Agricultural economic impacts for 
an entire industry is difficult to assess based on a single year's data. For most projects, 
several years are needed before sufficient data can be collected to show economic 
impacts of applied research projects. Future applied research projects need to include 
an economic analysis component. Although feedback on the newsletter has been very 
positive, a better system of providing the newsletter electronically will be pursued in the 
coming year. With increasing regulatory pressure on agriculture relating to air and 
water quality, best management practices have become critical in applied research and 
education programs. When designing future applied research projects, emphasis will 
be placed on environmental quality improvement components. 

The major lesson learned for the Agricultural Element was an underestimation of the 
complex issues involved in updating the document. It originally appeared the "fixes" 
were minor in nature, however, when the Agricultural Advisory Board and the 
Agricultural Element sub-committee delved into the subject matter, the issues raised by 
the review were more complex than envisioned. Public comment meetings will 
continue, changes to the draft update will be based on the results of these meetings, 
and a revised Agricultural Element will presented for adoption. In addition there were 
three lessons learned for mitigating to threats to agriculture. The extreme detail 
necessary to complete response plans requires more coordination and resources than 
anticipated. A department based computer programmer will be essential to the success 
of current and future projects therefore, a Systems Engineer position will be converted 
to a Software DeveloperIAnalyst position. A more structured training regimen will be 
needed over the next year. 

POLICY ISSUE: 

The report on the goals and performance measures for Strong Agricultural 
EconomyIHeritage provides the Board of Supervisors with a progress report on the 
efforts to support the Board commitment to agriculture. 

STAFFING IMPACT: 

There are no staffing impacts associated with this item. 



STANISLAUS COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
Fiscal Year 2006-2007   
PUBLIC RESOURCES  
 
 
 

GOALS AND PERFORMANCE MEASURES 
 
 
BOARD PRIORITY 
 
The Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors is committed to providing excellent community services 
and we charge the organization to effectively manage public resources, encourage innovation and 
continuously improve business efficiencies. 
 
In collaboration with public and private partnerships we strive for: 
 
A strong agricultural economy/heritage 
 
PRIORITY TEAM 
 
Agricultural Commissioner 
Cooperative Extension 
 
GOAL 1 
 
Support and promote agricultural products, education, technology and innovation 
 
MEASURE 1A 
 
Emphasize economic improvement  (i.e. increase production, lower costs of production) in applied 
research and education programs. 
 

ONE YEAR RESULTS 
Expected Outcomes for Fiscal Year 2006-2007 Actual Outcomes for Fiscal Year 2006-2007 
Identify a current industry problem and collect 
baseline information on economics related to the 
problem; 

Industry problems that might be solved by applied 
research in each Advisor's program area identified.  
Economic information related to problems collected.  
Examples of researchable problems include: 

• water quality issues 
• pest and disease management issues 
• issues related to cultural practices 

Identify strategies to address the problem and 
design applied research/education activities to 
address the problem; and 

Applied research projects designed to address critical 
agriculture industry problems.  Test plots established in 
cooperation with growers/cooperators.  Data from test 
plots collected during the season and at harvest.  
Information from research extended to the industry at  
educational events.  Examples of projects from which 
data was collected include: 

• dairy wastewater management 
• walnut sunburn prevention 
• alternatives to methyl bromide fumigation for  

orchard replants 
Identify potential economic impacts of the 
programs. 

Data on economic impacts collected by Advisors.  
Economic impacts related to: 

• reduced nitrogen fertilizer use 
• reduced walnut crop losses   

 



LESSONS LEARNED: While economic impacts for a single grower might be shown from a single 
year's data, economic impacts for an entire industry are difficult to assess based on a single year's 
data; may require multiple years before economic impacts of research can be reliably determined. 
 
MEASURE 1B 
 
Utilize electronic media to communicate information to customers. 
 

ONE YEAR RESULTS 
Expected Outcomes for Fiscal Year 2006-2007 Actual Outcomes for Fiscal Year 2006-2007 
Post newsletters, meeting announcements on 
department web site. 

Ag Comm: Completed three quarterly newsletters and 
posted to the website. Initiated website list server for 
electronic subscription for the newsletter. 
UCCE: All newsletters are now posted to departments' 
websites.  Customers have the option of subscribing to 
newsletters via e-mail; customers receive notification of 
current newsletters and meeting announcements in  
e-mail message. 

 
LESSONS LEARNED: We need to establish a better e-mail list for our customers. Not all customers 
have e-mail access.  Feedback on the newsletter has been very positive. We need to implement a 
system to routinely post meeting announcements on our website. At least one clerical staff member 
must be trained to post newsletters, meeting announcements and other information to the website. 
 
MEASURE 1C 
 
Make environmental quality improvement (air, water, other natural resources) a major component of 
research and education programs. 
 

ONE YEAR RESULTS 
Expected Outcomes for Fiscal Year 2006-2007 Actual Outcomes for Fiscal Year 2006-2007 
Review all existing research and educational 
projects for integrated pest management (IPM) or 
other strategies that result in environmental 
improvement; and 

Advisors included environmental improvement 
components in applied research projects.  Current 
information on integrated pest management extended to 
the industry at educational events. 

Identify best management practices (BMPs) for 
agriculture that can be immediately used to 
improve environmental quality. 

Applied research projects focused on best management 
practices (BMPs) for agriculture.  Publications prepared 
on best management practices recommended for 
various crops.  Examples of publications/information 
developed on BMPs include: 
• dairy lagoon water management 
• guides to environmentally sound pest management 

practices in orchard crops 
 
LESSONS LEARNED: With increasing regulatory pressure on agriculture relating to air and water quality, best 
management practices have become critical in applied research and education programs.   
 
MEASURE 1D 
 
Support local informal agriculture education opportunities. 
 

ONE YEAR RESULTS 
Expected Outcomes for Fiscal Year 2006-2007 Actual Outcomes for Fiscal Year 2006-2007 
Form partnerships with other County departments, 
agencies, educational institutions and private 
industry to sponsor educational events; 

Formed partnerships with California Association of Pest 
Control Advisors, California Association of Standards 
and Agricultural Professionals, California Department of 
Pesticide Regulation, California Department of Food 
and Agriculture, United States Department of Food and 
Agriculture, California Regional Water Quality Control 



Board, California Poultry Federation, Walter M. Brown 
Elementary School, Agricultural Crime Technology 
Information and Operations Network, and Eastside and 
Westside Water Coalitions. 

Seek opportunities for placing interns from 
California Sate University Stanislaus and Modesto 
Junior College; and 

Placed four interns from California State University, 
Stanislaus, Modesto Junior College, and the 
International Baccalaureate Program at Modesto High 
School. 

Develop survey tools for measuring results of 
educational programs. 

Ag Comm: Educational survey tools have been 
developed. 
UCCE: A survey tool was successfully developed and 
used to evaluate the impacts of educational events. 

 
LESSONS LEARNED: We need to offer continuing education classes at more convenient time for our 
customers. We need to schedule meeting topics in advance. Topics need to be creative, informative, 
and solution oriented. 
GOAL 2 
 
Protect agricultural resources 
 
MEASURE 
 
Update Agricultural Element of the General Plan. 
 

ONE YEAR RESULTS 
Expected Outcomes for Fiscal Year 2006-2007 Actual Outcomes for Fiscal Year 2006-2007 
Identify agricultural industry stakeholders—
Agricultural Advisory Committee and Sub-
Committee; 

Appointed sub-committee to  revise original Agricultural 
Element of the Stanislaus County General Plan 
Identified agriculture industry –  
Agricultural Advisory Board: 
Growers, Producers, Agricultural business and financial, 
Farm Bureau, Natural Resource Conservation Service, 
UC Extension Service, Agricultural Commissioner, and 
Board Of Supervisors representatives 
 
Agricultural Element Sub-Committee: 
Farm Bureau , agricultural lending  institution, ag 
producers, county planning and ag commissioner staff, 
UC Extension Service and a member of the Board Of 
Supervisors 

Begin public input process for update;  Agricultural Advisory Board and goal team 
Receive and review suggestions for update; and Agricultural Element sub-committee met nine times to 

review document and make suggestions. 
Begin rewrite of draft update of Agricultural 
Element. 

Agricultural Element sub-committee and county staff 
reviewed the original Agricultural Element of the 
Stanislaus County General Plan and incorporated 
updates. The revisions were regularly reviewed by the 
Agricultural Advisory Board.  
 
We have initiated the public comment and review 
period. 
 

 
LESSONS LEARNED: The biggest lesson learned was an under estimation of the complexity issues 
involved in the update of the document.  It originally appeared the “fixes” were minor in nature, 
however, when the Ag Advisory Board and the Ag Element sub-committee delved into the subject 
matter, the issues raised by the review were more complex than envisioned. 
 
 
 



 
GOAL 3 
 
Manage threats to agriculture 
 
MEASURE 3A 
 
Improve use of technology in agricultural inspection/monitoring programs.  
 

ONE YEAR RESULTS 
Expected Outcomes for Fiscal Year 2006-2007 Actual Outcomes for Fiscal Year 2006-2007 
Evaluate existing equipment and software 
applications; 

Conducted survey of department staff to identify 
existing software applications and hardware to 
determine baseline resources,  

Identify and prioritize future projects; and Eight future projects were identified 
1. Electronic pesticide use reporting.  
2. Electronic pesticide use field inspections.  
3. Pesticide use inspection-tracking database. 
4. GPS/GIS program integration 
5. Investigation tracking database. 
6. Export certification issuance & billing. 
7. Certified producer application and 

certification. 
8. Organic registration records audit. 

 Implement two projects. • Implemented electronic pesticide use reporting via 
the web for Departmental customers. 

• Implemented pilot program for electronic pesticide 
use field inspections. 

 
LESSONS LEARNED: We need an in-house computer software/programming specialist. The staff is in 
need of more software training on the programs used in our department.  We need to research methods 
to more efficiently/effectively reach our customer base using electronic resources. 
 
MEASURE 3B 
 
Develop, implement, and exercise agricultural program response plans. 
 

ONE YEAR RESULTS 
Expected Outcomes for Fiscal Year 2006-2007 Actual Outcomes for Fiscal Year 2006-2007 
Identify programs that require a response plan; and Animal diseases, exotic insect pest, plant diseases, 

natural disasters, Non-occupational pesticide use- 
related exposure episodes 

Complete two response plans with stakeholder 
input. 

• All Hazard Agricultural Response Plan (95% 
completed) 

• Apple Maggot Response Plan 
 
LESSONS LEARNED: Need better coordination with other county departments and state and federal 
agencies. The extreme detail necessary to complete response plans requires more coordination and 
resources than we had anticipated.  The major components of planning and responding to an 
emergency are transferable to any emergency situation. 
 
MEASURE 3C 
 
Establish staff training and certification program to improve understanding, identification and mitigation 
of pests, diseases, and other threats to agriculture. 
 

ONE YEAR RESULTS 
Expected Outcomes for Fiscal Year 2006-2007 Actual Outcomes for Fiscal Year 2006-2007 
Assess staff training and educational needs and Evaluated individual staff member’s training record and 



quantify gaps; compared to their job duties.  Conducted staff survey to 
evaluate training deficiencies. 

Establish partnerships to assist in training and 
certification of staff; 

California Department of Food and Agriculture, Office of 
Emergency Services, California Department of 
Pesticide Regulation, United States Department of 
Agriculture, San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution 
Control District, Central Valley Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, California Environmental Protection 
Agency, California Rice Commission, San Luis Obispo 
Department of Agriculture,  

Conduct one training every four months (total of 
three); and  

Staff attended 28 distinct training classes over this 
period.  Classes included: National Incident 
Management Systems, Investigative Techniques, Rural 
Crime School, Pest Prevention Workshop, 
Environmental Investigation, and Agricultural Land Use 
Planning.  

Establish a formal system to track training, 
certification and effectiveness of training. 

Developed Access program to track an individual’s 
formal training participation. Developed survey tool for 
our staff to evaluate the value of training classes. 

 
 
LESSONS LEARNED:  A more structured training regimen needs to be explored for new employees.  
Resources to meet staff training needs are not always available. 



 

Dennis Gudgel 

Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer 

 

STANISLAUS COUNTY 

Ag Commissioner 
Quarterly Newsletters 2006 

Our Mission: 
Support and protect the well-

being of  Agriculture, Business 
and the Community.   

 

 



Agriculture and 
Weights and Measures 

Fr om the vantage 
point of a heli-

copter, Ann Juette, Agri-
cultural Assistant II, tours 
and documents the flood 
damage to ag land as a 
result of the recent 
storms.  Ann is in charge 
of the Ag Commissioner’s 
GIS (Geographic Infor-
mation System) mapping 
and will be instrumental in 
reporting the extent of the 
flood damage to state and 
local agencies.   

 

On April 10, 
2006, Governor 
Arnold Schwar-
zenegger declared 
a state of emer-
gency in seven 
Northern Central 
California coun-
ties, including 
Stanislaus.  On  
April 11, 2006, the 
Board of Supervi-
sors proclaimed 
the existence of a 
local emergency. 

(Cont’d—Page 3) 

Spring Storms 2006—Agricultural Land Flood Damage 

“S top by and join me 
for a cup of cof-

fee!”  This is one of Dennis 
Gudgel’s favorite invitations 
to customers.  If you have-
n’t yet taken him up on his 
offer, stop by the office, lo-
cated at the Stanislaus 

County Agricultural Center, 
3800 Cornucopia Way, Suite 
B, Modesto, or call him at 
(209) 525-4730 to speak 
with him or set up an ap-
pointment.  If you have any 
issues, comments or con-
cerns (compliments are wel-
come too!), he would be 
happy to hear from you.   

Stanislaus County 
Department of Agriculture and Weights and Measures 

Spring 2006 

Volume 1, Issue 1 
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Inside this issue: 

Welcome to the first 
edition of our quarterly 

newsletter!  

Our goal is to provide 
useful and informative 
news to our customers. 

We welcome your feed-
back on this premiere 

issue.   

Contact us: 

Agcom50@mail.co.
stanislaus.ca.us 

(209) 525-4730 

 

  

Above:  A Stanislaus County helicopter flight 
enabled Ann Juette, Agricultural Assistant, 
and Deputy Sealer Dan Bernaciak to view the 
flood damage from the spring storms.   

Ag Commissioner/Sealer Dennis Gudgel 



 

Food For Thought 
♦ The Apple represents the Earth. 
♦ First, slice the apple into fourths, 

three of which you are to discard as 
they represent water areas.   

♦ Take the remaining slice and divide it in 
half.  Discard half, as it is uninhabited 
deserts, swamps and artic areas. 

♦ Divide the remaining piece in fourths.  
Discard three of these pieces as they rep-
resent land that  is too rocky, too wet, too 
hot or too poor for crop production.   

 
 

 
♦ The section that is left is one-thirty-

second of the original apple.   
♦ Peel off the section.  The peeling 

represents the thin layer of soil that 
is available for producing all of the 
world’s food supply.   

♦ That’s how much soil there is on 
earth for growing food.  

in 2005 and year to date in 2006 have 
been found to be “in tolerance”. 
 
“In tolerance” means that the gas 
pump is delivering fuel within a range 
that has been established as being ac-
ceptably accurate.  For gas pumps, this 
range is one-half of one percent 
(0.5%).  On a 20-gallon fill, the estab-
lished tolerance for a gas pump would 
allow the pump to deliver 20 gallons, 
plus or minus 1 and 2/3 cup. 
 
Data collected over the last 3 years 
shows that, when a gas pump is “out 
of tolerance”, 48% of the time it is 
“giving fuel away”.  Only 8% of the 
time is the pump “shorting” the cus-
tomer.  The balance of the problems, 
(44%), fall into other types of catego-
ries.   
 
Drivers should be aware that the 
stated capacity of a vehicle’s fuel tank 
is only an approximate value.  Manu-
facturers have estimated that fuel tank 
volume can vary by up to 3% based 
on variables such as the manufactur-
ing process.  How level the vehicle is 
during the fueling process can also af-
fect the amount of fuel the tank can 
hold.  Drivers who try to “top off” 
their tank by repeatedly activating the 
nozzle after the initial shut off, may 
actually be pumping fuel back into the 
stations storage tank through the 

pump’s vapor recovery system. 
 
Consumers should pay attention 
when fueling their vehicle.  After 
activating the pump, wait 5 to 10 
seconds before dispensing fuel 
through the nozzle.  During this 
time watch the pump to see if the 
display which indicates the dollar 
amount and amount of fuel pur-
chased move.  If movement occurs, 
this indicates a problem with the 
system, which needs to be ad-
dressed.  The station should be noti-
fied of the problem and notifying 
the Department of Agriculture and 
Weights & Measures will allow a fol-
low-up to be made to ensure the 
problem was corrected. 
 
If consumers believe that there is a 
problem with a gas pump, they 
should notify Weights and Meas-
ures.  They should be prepared to 
provide the following information: 
 
1.    The name and address of the 

station. 
2.    The pump number and the 

grade of fuel purchased (87, 89, 
or 91 octane gasoline or diesel) 

3.    The day and time of day the 
purchase was made. 

4.    Whether or not the opposite 
side of the fuel pump was in use 
during their purchase. 

5.    The amount of fuel purchased. 
 
Weights and Measures in Stanislaus 
County may be contacted by calling (209) 
525-4730, by fax at (209) 525-4790, or 
by email at: 
 
agcom50@mail.co.stanislaus.ca.us.  

Gasoline—Am I Getting What I am Paying For? 

W ith the 
price of gasoline 
climbing to over 
$3.00 per gallon, 
every trip to fill 
up the tank hurts 
the pocketbook 
and the question 
often comes up, 
“Am I really get-
ting the amount 
of fuel that I am 
paying for?” 

 
It is the responsibility of Weights and 

Measures 
to check 
the accu-
racy of 
commer-
cial de-
vices such 
as gas 
p u m p s .  
Every year 
in Stanis-

laus County, Inspectors from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Weights & Meas-
ures test over 4400 gas pumps for accu-
rate delivery of product.  
 
The good news is that traditionally, gas 
pumps have been some of the most accu-
rate devices checked by Weights and 
Measures.  Over 97% of the pumps tested 

“Drivers should be 
aware that the stated 
capacity of a vehicle’s 

fuel tank is only an 
approximate value.”   

Page 2 Agr icu l ture and Weights and Measures Vo lume 1,  Issue 1 

From the California Foundation for Ag in the Classroom  

Dan Bernaciak 
Deputy Sealer of 

Weights & Measures 



will be paying more for the 
services provided by our 
staff due to an increase in 
fees effective July 1, 2006. 
 
Almonds/Phytosanitary 
Certificates 
California produces 80% of 
the world’s almonds and 
ships 70% of its total crop 
to more than 80 countries 
throughout the world.  
Stanislaus County accounted 
for 14.51% of the almond 
crop, producing 132,118,041 
pounds for the 2005-2006 
season. 
 
The Export Certification 
program is one of the most 
important programs run by 
the Agricultural Commis-
sioner’s Office. It is an in-
dustry-funded program and 
runs on the fees charged to 
the exporters.  Last season 
(July 2005—March 2006), 
Stanislaus County issued 
4,153 Federal Phytosanitary 
Certificates going to differ-
ent parts of the world.  The 
Board of Supervisors re-
cently approved an increase 
in the Phytosanitary Certifi-
cation fee, effective July 1, 
2006.   

Fruit, Nut and Vegetable News 

Spring Storms 2006—Agricultural Land Flood Damage 

Melons 
M e l o n 
season is 
c o m i n g 
and we 
are hoping 
to see in-
c r e a s e d 
a c r e a g e 
for Stanis-

laus County this year. The 
Cantaloupe Advisory Board 
is requiring counties to do 
cooler inspections this year 
along with our regular field 
inspections for sugar testing. 
All the cantaloupes stored 

over five days in the coolers 
are subject to re-inspection 
by Agricultural Commis-
sioners staff.  
 
The melons for sale at the 
grocery stores have to meet 
certain standards also. Un-
der the Fruit & Vegetable 
Standardization program, 
we inspect different com-
modities to see if they are 
meeting the standards set by 
the State of California.  A 
new law, which went into 
effect this year after AB 
Parra 520 was passed, will 

authorize Commissioners to 
fine  up to $5,000 for viola-
tions of Fruit, Nut and 
Vegetable Standards. So 
next time you pick up a 
melon or any other fruit 
from the store and are not 
satisfied with the quality, 
give us a call. 
 
Farmers Markets 
Farmers Markets are a good 
source of fresh vegetables 
and fruits grown by our 
farmers. Certified Producers 
seen at the Farmers Market 

 and grain crop fields. Along 
the lower Stanislaus River we 
viewed flooded pasture areas. 
On the westside of the San 
Joaquin River, long fingers of 
water that had seeped under 
the levees were visible. To-
mato grounds in some areas 
were blanketed by water. 
Around the Grayson area, 

(Continued from Page 1)  
Ann Juette reported, “We ar-
rived at the Modesto City-
County Airport on a gray, 
overcast afternoon. After heli-
copter lift-off, we soared 
above the rivers. Along the 
Tuolumne River we saw high 
water in vineyards, young al-
mond orchards, and alfalfa 

some fields of grain and al-
falfa were completely sub-
merged. The closer we got to 
Newman, the more flooding 
we saw. Water covered River 
Road in spots at the southern 
end of the river area. Many of 
the riparian areas on all three 
rivers were underwater, which 
may extract a toll on the local 
endangered and threatened 
animals species in those ar-
eas.” 
 
It is estimated that over 75% 
of the County’s apricot crop 
has been lost as a result of the 
storms.  Suffering over a 30% 
loss are cherries, as well as 
the early plantings of fresh 
and processing tomatoes.  
Hail damage was reported on 
the eastside of the County and 
farmers/ranchers are reporting 
an increase in livestock mor-
tality due to the weather.  Pre-
liminary agricultural damage/
loss estimates exceed $31 
million.   

Did you Know?  Almond 
acreage in California has 
increased in recent years 
to the point that growers 
need two-thirds of the 
nation’s bees to pollinate 
the trees’ blossoms in 
early spring.  

(CFBF Food and Farm News, Oct. 
2005) 
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Above:  A bird’s eye view of  flooded grain fields near the Tuolumne 
River, west of Paradise Road.   

Kamal Bagri 
Deputy Ag  
Commissioner 



O ur department re-
cently exhibited the technol-
ogy we use at the Connect 
2006 Technology Fair held 
on April 25th at the Mo-
desto Center Plaza. The 
event focused on how local 
business and technology 
help make us more efficient 
and productive, both at 
home and in the workplace. 
The Fair highlighted area 
business and technology 
uses, advances, and oppor-
tunities. 

 
Showcased were 
four of the technolo-
gies that we use eve-
ryday. Tina Graver, 
Ag Assistant, spoke 
with attendees about 
E-Trace. This tech-
nology uses GPS 
(Global Positioning 
System) tracking 
through our cell 
phones to locate and 
dispatch employees 
in ‘real time’. The 
technology is web-

based and can be accessed 
through the web. Employ-
ees can be dispatched from 
one location to another us-
ing cell phone messaging 
and two-way alert functions.  
Our customers benefit from 
this technology as we can 
efficiently respond to re-
quests for quarantine in-
spections of nursery stock 
(including Glassy-wing 
Sharpshooter inspections) 
and requests for phytosani-
tary certificate issuance and 
inspection.   
 
Wendy Hahn, Agricultural 
Inspector, highlighted our 
web-based Restricted Mate-
rial Management System for 
pesticide use reporting. This 
technology allows growers 
who use restricted materials 
to report the pesticides they 
use over the web. Using a 
user name and password, 
they can transmit this re-
quired data quickly. Before 
this technology was avail-
able, the growers would 
have to hand complete form 
and either fax them into our 
office or drop them off in a 
drop box. Now, a few 
mouse clicks and they’re fin-
ished!  (If you are interested 
in this program, contact our 
department at 525-4730.) 
 
Ann Juette demonstrated 
our Geographic Informa-
tion System (GIS) program 
which uses crop layers, wa-
ter feature layers, and water-
shed drainage areas to track 
changes in the cropping pat-
terns and water contamina-

tion issues. The crop layer is 
updated each year after the 
growers come in to get their 
restricted materials permit. 
Growers report the crops 
they will grow on their 
farms, and Ann enters those 
crops onto the grower’s 
farm shown on the GIS 
crop layer. The GIS is also 
used to map areas in emer-
gency situations, such as Ex-
otic Newcastle Disease out-
breaks in poultry. GIS is 
used to map other events, 
such as bee kills and water 
contamination. 
 
The Fair also featured work-
shops taught by local ex-
perts on topics as varied as 
Microsoft Access Tips, 
Technology Security Strate-
gies, and Internet Research 
Mining/GIS Applications. 
If you missed the Technol-
ogy Fair this year, be sure to 
mark your calendar for this 
time next year and watch for 
the date in the Modesto 
Bee. 

Ag Goes “Tech” at the Technology Fair 

California is The Top Agricultural 
State… 
 
...and its Central Valley is the 
most productive region in the 
nation.  If it were a state, the val-
ley would rank as the largest agri-
cultural producer in the nation, 
with total cash receipts of over 
$16.7 Billion.  Eight counties—  
San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Merced, 
Fresno, Kings, Kern, Madera and 
Tulare—produce more than half 
of the state’s agriculture.  
 

California Ag Statistics Service 

“This technology allows 
growers who use 

restricted materials to 
report the pesticides 

they use over the web.” 
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(L-R)  Ann Juette, Wendy Hahn and Tina Graver brought their 
“tech” skills and knowledge to share at the Technology Fair.   

Tina Graver explains the benefits of E-
Trace to Robert Beckler, GIS Coordinator, 
City of Modesto Information Services. 

Agricu l ture and Weights and Measures 



Am I Using Pesticides Safely?   

Wi th an increasing 
visibility of pesti-

cide mishaps occurring in 
California, Cal EPA’s De-
partment of Pesticide Regu-
lation has stepped up its en-
forcement stance of “No 
Tolerance for Pesticide Re-
lated Illnesses”.  
 
Are you doing everything 
possible to protect your 
family farm from increased 
liability when you use pesti-
cides on you farm, ranch or 
industrial processing plant? 
Are you still remaining com-
petitive while keeping your 
employees, family and your 
property secure? 
 
The Agricultural Commis-
sioner’s office may be able 
to help you find the answers 
to these questions. The pes-
ticide use division of the 
Agricultural Commissioner’s 
office can help you with 
training and educational re-
sources. 
 
We will all use pesticides 
from time to time around 
the house to control ants 
around our outdoor barbe-

que area, or on the job to 
prevent rodents from de-
stroying our crops and com-
modities. But what are a few 
simple steps to assure that 
we keep our environment 
free from damaging pests 
and our families safe too? 
Just follow a few simple 
rules: Read the label before 
you use the pesticide. Dress 
appropriately; remember 
sandals, sunglasses and a 
tank top will not protect 
your skin and eyes from 
pesticide exposures. And if 
you’re an employer, you 
have a responsibility to keep 
your employees safe.  
 
The Agricultural Commis-
sioner’s office is here to 
serve the community. Pro-
tecting our local resources, 
our water supply, our work 
force and providing a com-
fortable living space for our 
family and community is 
important to us.  We can 
help a private citizen better 
understand how to handle 
pesticides. We can also offer 
industry trainings to assure 
that your employees under-
stand how to apply pesti-
cides while giving guidelines 
on how to protect your 
business by reducing liabil-
ity. That can be done in a 
few simple steps… Train 
your employees and docu-
ment it! Make sure your em-
ployees have been tested 
and certified if possible.  
 
We can provide training for 
the trainers, so that you can 
give the message clearly to 

your staff. Hand out per-
sonal protective equipment 
and make sure the employ-
ees follow proper use. Em-
ployer discipline programs 
don’t have to be intimidat-
ing, but every employer 
should implement a pro-
gram. Training programs 
need to be clearly written 
and acknowledged by both 
the employee and the em-
ployers.  
 
Together we can be proud 
to say we do have the great-
est County in California! We 
do care about our commu-
nity, and that means we are 
sensitive to our environ-
mental needs. Let’s face it; 
nobody wants to harm the 
environment or the commu-
nity. We live here and we 
will take care of our com-
munity.  
 
Feel free to give us a call for 
your free assessment of your 
operation or if you 
just have a question 
about how to prop-
erly use a home use 
pesticide, we can 
help. There are a 
number of commer-
cial resources and 
we can guide you in 
the right direction. 

“The Agricultural 
Commissioner’s Office 
is here to serve the 
community.” 
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Kevin Gonzalves 
Deputy Agricultural  

Commissioner 

(Right)  Deputy Ag 
Commissioner Kevin 
Gonzalves works 
with a local grower to 
ensure pesticide safety. 



According to Ag Commis-
sioner Sealer Dennis 
Gudgel, “Dave’s life was 
Weights and Measures.  He 
was one of the most knowl-
edgeable Weights & Meas-
ures Inspectors for scales 
and devices in the State of 
California.  He was very well 
respected throughout the 
Weights and Measures com-
munity and also with the 
industry.  Since he came 
from a scale industry back-
ground, he understood what 
industry needed.” 
 
Dave will be sorely missed 
as both a professional and a 
co-worker and friend.   

for many years in the scale 
industry.  Dave was respon-
sible for setting up the 
County’s metrology lab as 
well as assisting Kern 
County with their metrology 
lab.  Dave received his 
Metrologist certification as a 
result of his training in 
Maryland.  He built relation-
ships with law enforcement 
(CHP, Caltrans and local 
police departments) for the 
wheel load weigher pro-
gram.  He identified prob-
lems on type approval with 
certain devices and worked 
closely with the state on this 
matter.   
 

A s customers of 
Weights and 

Measures, you may 
have known or 
worked with the 
“larger than life” 
Dave Krediet.   
 
Dave Krediet, Agri-
cultural/Weights & 
Measures Inspector 
III, for Stanislaus 
County, passed away 
April 14, 2006, due 
to lymphoma.   
 
Dave began working 
f o r  S t a n i s l a u s 
County in June of 
2000, after working 

T he staff of the Department of Agriculture and Weights & 
Measures are always ready and willing to assist you.  If 

you have any questions or comments, please contact our office at 
(209) 525-4730. 

3800 Cornucopia Way  Suite B 
Modesto  CA  95358 

W E’ RE ON THE W EB!  
WWW. STANAG. ORG 

Phone: 209-525-4730 
Fax: 209-525-4790 
Email: agcom50@mail.co.stanislaus.ca.us 

Our Mission: 
Support and protect the well-being of 
Agriculture, Business and the Community.   

Dave Krediet, Ag/Weights &  
Measures Inspector III  

Stanislaus County 
Department of Agriculture and 
Weights and Measures 

Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors 
Bill O’Brien, District 1                 Jeff Grover, District 3 
Tom Mayfield, District 2              Ray Simon, District 4 
                          Jim De Martini, District 5 
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cynthiad@mail.co.stanislaus.ca.us 

In Memoriam—A Tribute to One of  Our Own 
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Agriculture and 
Weights and Measures 

If  you need the latest 
information on bird 

disease as it relates to 
Avian Influenza, 1-877-
411-BIRD is the toll-free 
number to call.  Spon-
sored by the Agricultural 
Commissioner’s Office 
and in partnership with 
the California Poultry 
Federation, this public 
information hotline pro-
vides tips about the warn-
ing signs of sick birds and 
informs backyard flock 
owners about what they 
should know to  protect 
their birds from disease.  

Callers will also be able to re-
port sick or dead birds, which 
will aid local and state agen-
cies in tracking disease out-
breaks. 

     1-877-411-BIRD is re-
corded in both English and 

The Stanislaus County Bird Disease Hotline:  1-877-411-BIRD 

 

T he Stanislaus County 
Agricultural Crop Re-

port for 2005 has been re-
leased and was presented 
to the Board of Supervisors 
in June.  The Crop Report 
highlights agriculture— 
Stanislaus County’s num-
ber one industry.  In 2005, 
the overall farm gate value 
was nearly $2 billion.  The 

economic impact to our 
local economy is great, in 
that activities associated 
with processing agricul-
tural commodities in-
crease the economic value 
by a multiplier of ap-
proximately 4.5.  Using 
this multiplier, agricul-
ture’s contribution to the 
local economy for the 
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2005 Crop Report Released 

Spanish, and 
provides callers 
with several op-
tions to obtain 
information or 
leave messages.  
A marketing 
campaign is cur-
rently underway 
to inform the 
public of the 

new hotline.       

     For more information 
on bird disease, you may 
also contact the California 
Poultry Federation at (209) 
576-6355 or visit their web-
site at www.cpif.org.   

 
Stanislaus County  

Agricultural Crop Report
2005 

Poultry Production Poultry Production Poultry Production Poultry Production Poultry Production Poultry Production 



 

New Law Update — Automatic Checkout Requirement  

E ffective January 1, 2007, businesses 
must comply with a law passed in 2002 
concerning customer display and indicator 
requirements for automatic checkout sys-
tems.  The law states that anyone using an 
automatic checkout system, to sell goods 
or services to consumers shall ensure that 
the price of each good or service to be paid 
by the consumer is conspicuously dis-
played to the consumer at the time that the 
price is interpreted by the system.  In addi-
tion, all price reductions, surcharges, taxes, 
and the total amount for each transaction 
also must be displayed for the consumer at 

least once before the consumer is re-
quired to pay for the goods or ser-
vices.  The law also requires that the 
checkout system customer indicator 
be positioned, and the prices and 
amounts displayed are of a size and 
form, easily viewable from a typical 
and reasonable customer position at 
each checkout location. 
 
For the purposes of this law, an auto-
matic checkout system is defined as: 
 
A computer or any electronic system used to 
interpret the universal bar code or any other 

 
The use of some type 
of measuring or 
weighing goods is as 
old as man himself.  
At first, it was the 
length of an arm or 
foot that established 
a unit of measure or a 
kernel of grain that 
established a unit of 
weight.  However, 
the obvious fact that 
not all feet were the 
same size, nor are all kernels of grain 
the same weight, led to the desire to 
standardize units of measuring and 

weighing and ultimately to 
the formation of Weights 
and Measures. 
 
Although many people have 
never heard of Weights and 
Measures, we are not “new 
kids on the block”.  The 
founding fathers in the for-
mation of the Constitution 
of the United States, gave 
Congress the power to “fix 

the Standard of Weights and Meas-
ures.”  President George Washington 
during his January 1790 message to 

C o n g r e s s  s a i d ,  
“Uniformity in cur-
rency, weights and 
measures of the 
United States, is an 
object of great im-
portance, and will, I 
am persuaded, be 
duly attended to.”  In 
a report to the United 
States Congress in 
1821, then Secretary 
of State, John Quincy 
A d a m s  s t a t e d ,  
“Weights and Meas-
ures may be ranked 
among the neces-

saries of life to every individual of 
human society.  They enter into the 
economical arrangements and daily 
concerns of every family.  They are 
necessary to every occupation of 
human industry…”  
 
As important as the founding fa-
thers of our country felt weights and 
measures to be, it was not until June 
14, 1836, that the United States 
Congress adopted a uniform stan-
dard of weights and measures.  This 
was the result of the work of Ferdi-
nand Hassler who had shown that 
the existing standards of weight and 
measures varied to the extent that 

I magine buying 
rope and the 
amount you re-
quest is measured 
out by a salesper-
son using the 
length of their 
feet or arms.  
Imagine buying 
coffee and hav-
ing the weight of 
your purchase 
determined by 

the amount of grain that leveled out the 
balance.  If this were the case, you might 
only want to shop where people had big 
feet, long arms and 
dry grain!  Stores on 
the other hand, might 
only want to hire sales 
associates who had 
small feet and short 
arms.  Fortunately, we 
have a system that has 
standardized the units 
of weight and meas-
ure so the size of a 
person’s feet does not 
determine their career path and we can 
have confidence that we are receiving the 
correct amount of product.   

“Although many people 
have not heard of 

Weights and Measures, 
we are not ‘new kids on 
the block’.  The founding 

fathers gave the 
Congress power to fix 

the Standards of 
Weights and Measures.”   

A History of  Weights and Measures 
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Dan Bernaciak 
Deputy Sealer of 

Weights & Measures 

code that is on an item offered for sale to 
determine the price of the item being pur-
chased regardless of whether the code entry is 
accomplished manually by a human or auto-
matically by a machine. 
 
The Business and Professions Code Section 
13300 may be viewed at: 
www.cdfa.ca.gov/dms/pdfs/BP2006.pdf  
 

Continued—Page 4 



            Export News 
Wheat 

The first 
commer-
cial ship-
ment of 
wheat to 
Mexico in 
10 years 
left from 
Woodland 
in May 
2006.  

 
In 1996, Mexico placed a 
ban on all California wheat 
exports after Karnal Bunt 
fungus was found in limited 
areas of the desert south-
west. Following a lengthy 
period of negotiation, the 
ban was lifted in 2005, 
through the efforts of the 
Mexican government and a 
public/private partnership 

consisting of the California 
Department of Food and 
Agriculture, the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, a 
team of California state leg-
islators, members of the 
California Congressional 
Delegation, national wheat 
organizations, the California 
Wheat Commission, and the 
California Association of 
Wheat Growers. Mexico 
imports 3.6 million metric 
tons of wheat a year, 80 per-
cent of which comes from 
the U.S. With the California 
ban lifted, the state will 
again have the opportunity 
to offer wheat to this large 
export market. 
 
Stanislaus County produces 
over a million bushels of 

wheat every year and is re-
quired to participate in a 
National Survey for Karnal 
Bunt. 
 

Stone Fruit Exports to 
Mexico and British  

Columbia 
The Mexican borders 
opened to receive California 
stone fruit exports in May 
of this year. Stanislaus 
County is one of the five 
counties who export stone 
fruit to Mexico. Other 
counties include Fresno, 
Kings, Kern and Tulare. 
Farmers export plum, 
peaches, nectarines and ap-
ricots under this program.  
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Kamal Bagri 
Deputy Ag  
Commissioner 
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W hat is the Number 
One Stanislaus County 
commodity exported in-
ternationally?  Almonds—
over 106 million pounds, 
accounting for a whop-
ping 86% of our com-
modity exports—were 
shipped this past year to 
foreign destinations.  
Other top exports include 
seed, dried beans and len-
tils. The chart to the right 
includes countries of des-
tination for all  exported 
commodities from Stanis-
laus County. 

Where in the World 
Do Our Products Go? 

In Stanislaus County, farm-
ers ship apricots to Mexico 
and British Columbia. A to-
tal of 756 acres of apricots 
and nine growers are regis-
tered under the “Stone Fruit 
to Mexico” program for this 
year. Most of these ship-
ments are packed in our 
county and inspected before 
shipping. The Stone Fruit 
Program to Mexico is a la-
bor-intensive program. Ap-
ricot growers spend a lot of 
money to comply with the 
rules and regulation of Mex-
ico and British Columbia. 
They make sure that all the 
orchards in this program are 
trapped for Oriental Fruit  

Continued—Page 5 



              Weights and Measures History 
                                (Continued from Page 1) 

 E ach year the Agricultural Commis-
sioner’s office has a team of agricul-
tural assistants working hard to keep a 
menacing pest, the glassy-winged 
sharpshooter, from establishing itself 
in Stanislaus County. Incoming plant 
shipments from infested areas in Cali-
fornia are inspected for the insect and 
the insect’s egg masses. Also, glassy-
winged sharpshooter traps are placed 
throughout our county and are rou-
tinely inspected by specially trained ag 
assistants. 

tions. Plant shipments coming into 
our county from an infested county 
must be inspected before being of-
fered for sale or planted. Our trap-
pers are trained on where to place 
traps for the highest risk factors 
and how to place the traps for 
maximum efficiency. 
     If you find an insect you suspect 
to be the glassy-winged sharp-
shooter please give us a call at (209) 
525-4730. 
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Louis McLane, Secretary of 
the Treasury stated these inconsisten-
cies were “a serious evil”.  Ferdinand 
Hassler went on to oversee the con-
struction of the Standards of weights 
and measures that were eventually 
distributed to every State. 
 
Upon becoming a State, California 
recognized the necessity of having 
standardized units of weight and 
measure.  As part of it’s first session, 
on March 30, 1850, the California 
Legislature passed Chapter 53, which 
established Standards of Weights and 
Measures. 
 
Today, the County Sealers of Weights 
and Measures are responsible for en-
suring the accuracy of all commercial 
devices throughout California.  This 
is accomplished by utilizing County 

Standards that have been verified by 
the State of California to be accurate.  
All 50 States’ Standards are compared 
against (have traceability to) the Na-
tional Standards maintained by the 
National Institute of Standards and 
Technology in Maryland.  The United 
States National Stan-
dards have traceabil-
ity to the Interna-
tional Standards 
maintained by the 
International Bureau 
of Weights and 
Measures (BIPM - 
the Bureau Interna-
tional de Poids et 
Mesures) located in 
Sèvres France just 
outside Paris.   
 
This system not only ensures stan-

dardized units of weight and measure 
throughout the United States, fulfill-
ing the dream of our founding fa-
thers, it also ensures standardized 
units of weight and measure through-
out the world.  In addition, this sys-
tem helps maintain equity in the mar-

ketplace, the ultimate goal of 
Weights and Measures. 
 
Today the standard of mass— 
the International Prototype 
Kilogram—is the only remain-
ing physical artifact (see 
photo), and is kept in a vault 
in Sèvres, France.  The stan-
dards for the other six base 
units:  length, time, electrical 
current, temperature, amount 
of substance, and luminous 

intensity, are now defined by funda-
mental constants of physics.  

     The glassy-winged sharpshooter is a 
vector that spreads a bacterium called 
Xylella fastidiosa, which causes Pierce’s 
disease in grapevines. This bacterium 
causes blockage of the water conducting 
system, which eventually leads to the 
death of the plant. There are no known 
treatments for this disease. This bacte-
rium can also cause almond leaf scorch, 
alfalfa dwarf, citrus variegated chlorosis, 
oleander leaf scorch, and other plant dis-
eases of concern. 
     This particular leafhopper is large, 
about a half inch long, and 
dark in color. On very close 
observation there is a stained 
glass appearance to its wings. 
It feeds on a wide variety of 
ornamental and crop plants. 
     There are ten people in the 
glassy-winged sharpshooter 
program, three serving as trap-
pers and the remaining crew 
mainly work on plant inspec-

Protecting Agriculture from the Glassy-Winged Sharpshooter 

Battle of the Bug 
 

The Glassy-
Winged Sharp-
shooter (left); a 
menacing threat 
to agriculture. 

Ag Assistants check incoming plants to be used in landscaping. 



 

1. As a San Diego County man prepared to spray ants 
with insecticide, he failed to notice the aerosol can faced 
the wrong way. He sprayed himself in the face, developed respiratory 
symptoms, and sought medical attention the next morning. 

2. In Los Angeles County, a woman sprayed an aerosol insecticide un-
der her kitchen sink to kill roaches. To get a better shot, she stuck her 
head inside the cabinet and then inhaled fumes. Her lungs began to 
burn and she sought medical attention. 

3. An Orange County resident set off two “bug bombs” and left his 
house. He returned 90 minutes later, opened the windows, and re-
mained inside. He developed heart symptoms and went to a hospital, 
where he suffered a stroke.  

4. Another Los Angeles resident who sprayed her kitchen to kill flies 
drank from a glass of water that sat uncovered in the same room while 
she sprayed. A runny nose, headache, and chest tightness prompted 
her to seek medical aid. 

5. In Orange County, a dog owner with asthma hugged her one-pound 
puppy shortly after it received a liquid flea control treatment from the 
woman’s veterinarian. It was later determined that the puppy was 
treated with a dosage meant for larger dogs. The owner experienced 
shortness of breath, blurry vision, and other symptoms. The puppy 
also apparently suffered ill effects. 

6. A San Diego receptionist sprayed an insecticide around doors in her 
office for spiders. She got the pesticide on her hands so she rubbed 
them together. She later rubbed her eyes. Her hands and eyes began to 
itch, so she sought medical attention. 

7. A San Bernardino truck driver prepared to disinfect his tires with a 
hose-mounted sprayer. When he pulled on the hose, it knocked the 
attached disinfectant bottle off. The bottle hit the ground and disinfec-
tant splashed into his face and eyes. 

8. A Los Angeles County worker prepared to mop a kitchen floor when 
she noticed she was almost out of the usual cleaning product. She 
mixed bleach with the cleaning product, which created fumes. She 
developed respiratory symptoms and sought medical attention. 

9. At a San Bernardino County fast-food outlet, a customer at the drive-
through window bought iced tea and noticed a foul taste, followed by a 
burning throat and nasal passages. The cup apparently contained some 
sanitizer from an improperly rinsed tea machine. (Similar case reported 
in Los Angeles County.)  

10. A Marin County lifeguard mistakenly added muriatic acid to a chlo-
rine tank. He inhaled the resulting fumes and developed symptoms. His 
mother saw him coughing and took him for medical aid. 

Source:  California Department of Pesticide Regulation 

www.cdpr.ca.gov     

The Top Ten Pesticide Blunders Provide Cautionary Tales 

Th e California Department 
of Pesticide Regulation 
(CDPR) recently announced 
its third annual “Top 10 Pesti-
cide Blunders.” 

With the best interests of con-
sumer and worker safety in 
mind, CDPR also recapped 
leading cases from the two 
previous years: 

“As a 34-year-old Yolo County 
motorist moved her driver's 
seat backward, the motion 
caused an insect fogger 
stashed underneath the seat 
to discharge...”  

“A 23-year-old San Joaquin 
County man spotted a fly on 
his beer can, sprayed an in-
secticide on the can, and later, 
as he drank from the can, his 
lips began to tingle...”  

These and the new list of 
blunders graphically demon-
strate what NOT to do as you 
undertake household and gar-
dening chores or other work 
with pesticides this spring. 
DPR health and safety scien-
tists say a few simple precau-
tions can prevent most pesti-
cide accidents:  

• Look for the least-toxic 
solution to pest problems, 
indoors and out.  

• Read all pesticide label 
directions closely and fol-
low directions to the let-
ter.  

• Keep pesticides in their 
original containers and 
out of children's reach.  

Many home pesticide acci-
dents occur in kitchens and 
bathrooms, although they may 
go unreported. Almost half of 
households with children un-
der age five have at least one 
pesticide stored within a 
child's reach, according to na-
tional health surveys. Children 
are especially vulnerable 
when adults put pesticides 
into drinking containers, such 
as soda or juice bottles. Con-
sumer pesticide products with 
colorful packaging and attrac-
tive scents may also attract 
children. 
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Export News 
(Continued from Page 3) 
 
Moth. These traps 
have to be inspected 
and monitored regu-
larly.  The orchards 
have to be sprayed several 
times and farmers have to 
keep a record of these ac-
tivities. When the shipment 
is ready to be exported, staff 
of the Agricultural Commis-
sioner’s Office has to in-
spect and make sure that the 
fruit is free of any quaran-

tine pests by 
cutting it. 
After that, 
shipment is 
sealed. The 
seal cannot 
be broken 

until the shipment reaches 
the border station of the 
foreign country.  
 
This year, the program is a 
big challenge to the growers 
due to reduced crop and a 
Peach Fruit Fly find in 
Fresno County. 
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2005 Crop Report Released 
(Continued from Page 1) 

year 2005 amounts to almost $9 bil-
lion.  You can check out the Crop 
Report on our website at www.
stanag.org . 
 
Obtaining the Data 
Each year the ranchers and growers 
are mailed a questionnaire from the 
Stanislaus County Department of 
Agriculture and Weights and Meas-
ures. The questionnaire requests in-
formation from the grower about 
the crop, acreage, harvest, and gross 
value of the crops they grow in 
Stanislaus County. Livestock pro-
ducers, dairymen, poultry producers, 
and beekeepers are also asked for 
data. The responses are anonymous 
and are strictly confidential. The 
timely completion of the question-
naire is a crucial component in the 

make decisions about farm loans. 
• In the case of a disaster or catastro-

phic event that affects Stanislaus 
County agriculture, the information 
in the Crop Report may be used to 
indemnify Stanislaus County and/or 
the agricultural community. 

• The data provided by the growers 
determines where Stanislaus County 
ranks among the counties in Califor-
nia and the nation in agricultural 
production. 

 
The Stanislaus County Department of 
Agriculture and Weights and Measures 
receives numerous calls from the media 
inquiring about county agricultural pro-
duction. The Crop Report provides the 
media with a reliable and complete 
source of agricultural statistical informa-
tion. 

p r o d u c -
tion of an accurate and informative 
Crop Report for Stanislaus County. 
Our Department does obtain statistics 
from several sources for the Crop Re-
port but data provided by our local 
growers is critical to local value deter-
mination.  
 
Importance of the Crop Report 
Questionnaire Data 
• The information on the Crop Re-

port is critical in accurately deter-
mining the overall value of agri-
culture in Stanislaus County. For 
some commodities, the question-
naire data is the sole source of 
value determination. 

• Lending institutions and govern-
ment agencies use the information 
compiled in the Crop Report to 

Did You Know? 
 

• California is the only State in the United States 
where counties produce an annual Crop Report.  

 
• The Crop Report is the only source of county data 

except the Census of Agriculture which is produced 
every five years.  

 
• California produces as many 
as 350 separate crops.  
 
• Stanislaus County’s Value of 
Production exceeds that of 20 
States in the United States. 



Agriculture and 
Weights and Measures 

M eet Steve Galen-
tine — the Wildlife Services 
Specialist for Stanislaus 
County.  The services Steve 
provides are made possible 
through cooperative fund-
ing from both the Agricul-
tural Commissioner’s Office 
and the United States De-
partment of Agriculture 
(USDA).  As an employee 
of USDA, Stanislaus County 
residents are able to contact 
Steve through the Ag Com-
missioner’s Office in order 
to get assistance with wild-
life related problems.  Steve 
helps landowners, ranchers 
and farmers by giving them 
advice and technical assis-
tance on ways to reduce 
problems caused by wildlife.  
If necessary, he will capture 

and remove the ani-
mals.   
 
Coyotes are a com-
mon problem to agri-
culture in that they 
prey on cattle, sheep 
and goats. Coyotes 
also cause damage to 
micro-irrigation sys-
tems.  Steve estimates 
that about 40% of his 
calls relate to coyote 
problems.  Beavers are 

also a common complaint for 
agriculture, in that 
beavers can cause 
damage to canal and 
weir systems and de-
stroy orchard trees.  
Beaver related calls 
account for about 
25% of complaints.  
Steve reports that the 
rest of the calls are 
usually urban-related 
and involve issues 
with skunks, rac-
coons, urban coyo-
tes, gray fox and 
opossums.   
 
Steve holds a Bache-
lor’s Degree in Wild-
life Biology from UC 
Davis and has 
worked for USDA 
since 1998.  He be-
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lieves his job is important in 
that it protects agriculture 
in a county in which the 
local economy relies heavily 
on its production.  Through 
his services, he minimizes 
wildlife damage to agricul-
ture, so that it can remain 
profitable.  By working with 
h i s  c u s t o m e r s ,  o r 
“cooperators”, Steve finds 
satisfying relationships.  
The cooperators are very 
appreciative of his work 

Above :  Beaver damage to Almond tree  

Continued on Page 2  



 

fowl and this project will continue 
throughout the year.  The Avian Influ-
enza project is in cooperation with 
USDA, the U.S. Department of Inte-
rior, U.S. Geological Survey and the 
California Department of Fish and 
Game.  Steve also performs plague 
testing on all wildlife animals that have 
to be euthanized.  Since plague has 
been detected in neighboring Tuo-
lumne County, this ongoing project 

helps to protect Stanislaus 
County animals and residents. 
   
Steve says that a common 
misconception that the public 
may have is that Wildlife Spe-
cialists are attempting to cap-
ture as much wildlife as possi-
ble.  Actually, Steve’s goal is 
to find alternatives and meth-
ods to resolve wildlife con-
cerns without trapping and 
removing the animal, which is 
a last resort.  In fact, about 
50% of urban wildlife issues 
can be resolved over the 
phone with Steve’s  assistance 
and education.   

 
If you are a Stanislaus County resident 
and you are experiencing problems 

and expertise and many of them 
treat him “like family”.   
 
One of the more unusual calls Steve re-
ceived was from a woman claiming there 
was an alligator in Dry Creek.  A second 
person verified the story and so Steve re-
sponded to the location and set a trap.  
He never did catch anything.  Rather than 
a hoax, Steve believes this was a case of 
mistaken identity.  By the actual descrip-
tion of the animal and the way it swam, 
Steve deduced that it was probably a river 
otter, not an alligator after all.   

Another area that Steve works in is Dis-
ease Surveillance.  Currently he is doing 
sampling for Avian Influenza in water-

Wildlife Services  
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Above :  Coyote damage to irrigation piping  

Continued from Page  1  

Above :  A Mountain Lion in western Stanislaus County  

Coyote             Egret 

Beaver             Heron 

Skunk              Geese 

Raccoon          Bat 

Opossum         Hawk 

Gray Fox          Owl 

Red Fox           Rabbit 

Bobcat             Muskrat 

Snake              Pigeon  

Alligator           Pig 

Mountain Lion 

Ground Squirrel 

Blackbird 

Scrub Jay 

Types of Animal Wildlife 
Calls Received: 

with animal wildlife, you may con-
tact the Agricultural Commis-
sioner’s Office at (209) 525-4730.  

Left :  Wildlife 
Services works to 
relocate waterfowl 
which were a nui-
sance.  
 
Right:  Feral (wild) 
pigs can cause dam-
age to orchards and 
other agriculture. 



Weed Alert:  Japanese Dodder 
J apanese 

Dodder 
is an ex-
otic, poten-
tially inva-
sive para-
sitic vine 
r e c e n t l y 
introduced 
to Califor-
nia. Since 
June 2004, 
there have 

been a growing number of 
California detections of Japa-
nese dodder (Cuscuta japon-
ica). Two new coun-
ties have discovered 
Japanese dodder this 
year, bringing the 
total number of 
counties with detec-
tions to five; how-
ever, most infesta-
tions have been dis-
covered within the 
last six months and 
more are expected. 
Currently, infesta-
tions have been 
found in Contra 
Costa County (El 
Cerrito, San Pablo 
and Richmond), 

Shasta County (Redding), 
Yuba County (Olivehurst and 
Marysville), Sacramento 
County (Sacramento), and L.
A. County (Los Angeles).  
The California Department of 
Food & Agriculture (CDFA) 
is requesting assistance from 
other agencies and the public 
in locating unknown infesta-
tions in order to assess the 
current distribution of Japa-
nese dodder.  
 
Native Dodder, typically or-
ange colored, is a common 

weed in Stanislaus County 
and could be mistaken as 
Japanese Dodder. Japanese 
Dodder is vibrant yellow-
green to gold leafless vine, 
has thick, robust stems. It has 
typically large infestations, 
entirely covering shrubs or 
trees. Native dodder infesta-
tions are likely to be smaller, 
infecting no woody plants or 
small shrubs. It is unlikely to 
find Japa-
nese Dod-
der in hot, 
dry desert 
c l i ma te s 
or at high 
al t i tudes 
and most 
of the re-
cent infes-
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Kamal Bagri 
Deputy Ag  

Commissioner 
tations has been found in resi-
dential areas and ornamental 
plantings.  For more informa-
tion, or to report possible 
Japanese Dodder contact Dep-
uty Ag Commissioner Kamal 
Bagri at (209) 525-4730.   
 

Right: 
Japanese 
Dodder 
 
Below 
Left: 
Japanese 
Dodder 
removal 
in Contra 
Costa 
County  

N estled next to the cin-
namon buns and 

across from the icy cold 
lemonade stand, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, in part-
nership with the California 
Poultry Federation, proudly 
boasted an informational 
booth at this year’s County 
Fair.  Something to crow 
about, this booth offered  

the latest info on Avian In-
fluenza in birds, signs of 
bird disease and bio-security 
practices for backyard flock 
owners.  There was plenty 
of information to go around 
and our friendly volunteers 
were trained to assist fair 
attendees.   
 
Thank you to all who 
helped to make our booth a 
success! 

Below: Not to be confused with 
Japanese Dodder, Native Dodder 
is thread-like with thinner stems. 

Learning about Bird 
Flu at the County Fair 



A lthough 
it may 

be hard to 
r e m e m b e r 
after the re-
cord setting 
heat of this 
past summer, 
it will soon 
turn cool and 
many of us 
will once 

again enjoy sitting in front of a roar-
ing fire in the fireplace.  Unless you 
are fortunate enough to have your 
own wood supply, you will be pur-
chasing the wood you burn.  Here are 
a few items to keep in mind as you 
shop for firewood. 
 
The only legal method of selling fire-
wood in California is by the cord, 
fraction of a cord, or percentage of a 
cord unless the quantity is less than 
1/8 of a cord in which case it must be 
sold by the cubic foot or fraction of a 
cubic foot.  The term cord has a legal 
definition; it is a measurement that 

a line with the 
individual pieces 
of wood touching 
and parallel to 
each other.  The 
stack must have 
as few gaps as 

possible.  The measurement will 
consist of the length times the 
width times the height of the stack. 
  
If you believe you have not re-
ceived the correct amount, contact 
the seller before you burn any 
wood.  If you are unable to come to 
an agreement, contact our office at 
(209) 525-4730. 
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I s your 
organi-

zation agriculture related? Are you 
hosting an agriculture related event? 
Are you a Stanislaus County depart-
ment or a governmental agency? Let us 
provide you with the perfect setting 

for your next Event, 
Conference, or Banquet 
in Stanislaus County’s 
Harvest Hall. We are lo-
cated in the Stanislaus 
County Agricultural Cen-
ter in a rural setting. The 
green and yellow hills of 
the Diablo Range offer a 
scenic backdrop for 
events held on the 
grounds. 
 
Harvest Hall East 

(Rooms A/B/C) is the largest com-
bined room in Harvest Hall. It seats 
216 people theater-style or up to 150 
people classroom style, complete with 
industrial kitchen facilities. This room 
breaks down into three smaller rooms, 
so you can use one, two, or all three 

rooms. Each room has a projection 
screen and a PA system. 
 
Harvest Hall West (Rooms D/E) seats 
160 people theater-style and up to 120 
people classroom style and breaks into 
two smaller rooms. Each room has a 
projection screen and a PA system. We 
also have a Computer Room that seats 
20 people with ten computers avail-
able. 
 
Our landscaped grounds are available 
for your outdoor event.  Our Coordi-
nator will custom fit your needs for a 
great Harvest Hall experience. Visit 
our website at www.stanag.org/
HarvestHall.htm or call 209-525-4730 
and ask for the Harvest Hall coordina-
tor. We look forward to discussing 
your event with you. 

equals 128 cubic feet.  It is not legal 
to sell firewood by the box or pickup 
load. 
 
The law also requires that the seller 
provide the purchaser with an in-
voice.  The invoice must contain the 
following information:  
 
9 Name and address of the seller 
9 Date purchased or delivered 
9 Quantity purchased 
9 Price of the quantity purchased 

 
If you want to measure the amount of 
wood purchased, it must be stacked so 
that the wood is ranked and well stowed.  
This means stacking the wood neatly in 

          Firewood — Don’t Get Burned 

Dan Bernaciak 
Deputy Sealer of 

Weights & Measures 

 

   Harvest Hall 



            The Problem with Pyrethroids 
A  popu la r 
insecticide is 
flowing into 
urban streams 
and killing tiny 
aquatic crea-
tures.  The 
chemicals, py-
rethroids, are 
man-made ver-
sions of natural 
compounds in 
c h r y s a n t h e -
mum flowers. 

Their use has skyrocketed in the past few 
years as consumers and exterminators 
search for less-toxic alternatives for dan-
gerous insecticides already banned.  But 
last fall, a UC Berkeley scientist reported 
that pyrethroids are polluting streams in 
Northern California suburbs, wiping out 
crustaceans and insects vital to ecosys-
tems.  
 
The compounds, particularly one called 
permethrin, are prevalent in lawn products 
and household and pet sprays, as well as 
in insecticides sprayed by exterminators 
and farmers. Also, many cities and coun-
ties spray a pyrethroid for mosquito con-
trol to prevent the spread of West Nile vi-
rus.  
 
Although they poison nerve cells of inver-
tebrates, the compounds are among the 
least toxic insecticides for humans and 
other mammals as well as birds. That is 
why they have replaced the organophos-
phate insecticides diazinon and chlorpyri-
fos, which were phased out by the EPA 
because they are particularly hazardous 
for children.  
 
Use of pyrethroids by California farmers 
and exterminators has nearly tripled, 
growing from about 420,000 pounds in 
1999 to 1.1 million pounds in 2004. Con-
sumers' retail sales are not included in 
those numbers but state officials say their 
usage probably doubles that volume. 
 
Donald Weston, an adjunct professor of 
integrative biology at UC Berkeley, said 
his studies have shown that pyrethroids 
are flowing into storm drains and building 
up to toxic levels in stream sediment.  In 
lab tests, nearly all samples of the pesti-
cide-tainted sediments from the creeks 
killed tiny crustacean creatures called 
hyalella. 

The creatures — shrimp-like amphipods 
that live in bottom sediment — are impor-
tant prey for small fish, frogs, salamanders 
and aquatic insects. Their presence is of-
ten considered a sign of a healthy water-
way.  Weston said that the most toxic 
compound in the creeks is bifenthrin, 
which is sprayed around houses by exter-
minators and is found in some consumer 
products that are spread on lawns. He did 
not find pyrethroids from farms or mos-
quito control in the creeks. About 20% of 
the Central Valley's streams contain pyre-
throid levels that are toxic to the crusta-
ceans. 
 
California's pesticide agency is conducting 
a review that is likely to lead to restrictions 
on many products used on lawns and gar-
dens.  Mary-Ann Warmerdam, director of 
the state Department of Pesticide Regula-
tion, said that notices will be sent to manu-
facturers of about 600 pyrethroid products 
informing them that the state is reevaluat-
ing their use. That kicks off a process that 
will probably culminate in new regulations, 
and perhaps bans of some products in 
California.  In restricting pyrethroids, how-
ever, the state agency hopes to keep 
some as options and ensure that people 
don't switch to products that wind up being 
worse.  
 
Ms. Warmerdam states that this will be the 
biggest pesticide regulation effort in state 
history, involving 600 consumer products 
sold in hardware stores, garden centers 
and pet stores.  "We know we have 
enough caution flags, and that requires a 
regulatory effort," said Warmerdam. "I 
would rather see pyrethroids stay on the 
market, because of their positive attrib-
utes. But that only happens if we all work 
together." 
 

Pyrethroid insecticides are those with ac-
tive ingredients that end in "thrin"—
permethrin and cypermethrin mostly in 
household products, and the more potent 
bifenthrin and cyfluthrin used by pest-
control professionals.  At the retail level, 
the products are sold in sprays or in gran-
ules added to fertilizers spread on lawns. 
They are also used in some pet soaps and 
shampoos. Examples include Raid, De-
cathlon, Ambush, Easygone and Terro.  
Consumers won't see any immediate 
changes. But within a few months, retail 
stores may begin to offer more educa-
tional materials to help consumers cut  
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Kevin Gonzalves 
Deputy Agricultural  

Commissioner 

 

back on pesticide use. 

Manufacturers must respond within two 
months to the state's request for data; 
then they'll have a year to deliver that 
data. Those that don't respond or re-
fuse to cooperate will have their prod-
ucts banned, said Warmerdam.  
"Pyrethroids are a real problem in the 
urban setting, and their use is going 
up," said Pete Price, a lobbyist with the 
League of Conservation Voters. "I think 
it's in everyone's interest that we get 
more serious in the state about manag-
ing urban pesticide use." 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Sources:   
LA Times, July 14, 2006,  
Household Pesticides Scrutinized 
 
Sacramento Bee, July 14, 2006,  
State toughens rules on household pesticide 
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Gold is weighed by the Troy units of weight. One pound 
weighs 12 oz. or 5,760 grains. 
 
Thus a pound of Feathers (7,000 grains), weighs 

more than a pound of Gold (5,760 grains).  
 
Conversely, there are 480 grains to the Troy ounce and 
only 437.5 grains to the Avoirdupois ounce. 
 
Therefore, an ounce of Gold (480 grains), weighs more 
than an ounce of Feathers (437.5 grains). 

Which Weighs More? 
A Pound of  Feathers or... 

A Pound of  Gold? 

A  pound of feathers 
weighs more than a pound of gold, but 
an ounce of gold weighs more than an 
ounce of feathers.   Huh? 
 
Weights & Measures officials will explain that this is true 
because:  
 
Feathers are weighed by the Avoirdupois units of weight. 
One Avoirdupois pound weighs 16 oz. or 7,000 grains. 
 

Weights & Measures Brainteaser: 

Did You Know? 
 
             Stanislaus County has produced an abundant crop 
             of local agricultural leaders, who have risen to state 
             and federal office:   
 

• Richard Lyng 
       Director, Calif Dept of Food and Ag:  1967-69  
       Secretary, US Dept of Agriculture:  1986-89 
 
• Clare Berryhill 
       Director, Calif Dept of Food and Ag:  1983-87  
        
• Henry Voss 
       Secretary, Calif Dept of Food and Ag:  1989-95  
        
• Bill Lyons, Jr. 
       Secretary, Calif Dept of Food and Ag:  1999-2003  

 
• Ann Veneman 
       Dep. Secretary, Calif Dept of Food and Ag:  1991-93 
       Secretary, Calif Dept of Food and Ag:  1995-1999  
       Secretary, US Dept of Agriculture:  2001-2004 
 


