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By ALEJANDRA NAVARRO
BEE STAFF WRITER

A kennel project on Twenty-Eight
MileRoadnorth ofOakdale can move
forward, the Stanislaus CountyBoard
of Supervisors decided Tuesday,

But the kennel's permit is nowfor50
dogs, not 100, to start with. And Bill
Sargenti, the man behind the project,
said he will move the kennel 800 feet
off the road, providing a 2,200·foot
cushion between the kennel and the
closest houses.

The board turned back neighbors in
their bid to stop the kennel, In their

Board ofSupervisors to kennel: Stay
:rv..G.{ ,0 -oz- '

Neighbors bite back appeal, they cited concern over traf evenfarther from the neighbors' huus-
, , fie, water pollution and noise. es. But ponds at the center of the land

but appeal to stop Supervisor Pat Paul, who repre- wouldmake ifdifficult tu put the ken-
" t' tu d d sents the Oakdale area, cast the only nel there, said TomZeIT, Sargenti's at-plOJeC IS rne own dissenting vote. torney.

The Planning Commission had glv- Neighbors said they were pleased at
en Sargenti a permit for 100 dogs on the compromises,and tohave supervi­
the nearly 58-acre site, which is zoned Sal's listen to the appeal. "I think we
for agricultural use - including ken- gained some ground," Laverne Clow
nels.

P I
said.

au urged the board to reduce the
maximum number ofdogsfrom 100 to ZeIT is a neighbor, too, Ii ving across

from the kennel site. "I don't see the50. 'I'he board decided to let Sargenti
open one building for up to 50 dogs, noise being a problem," he said,
and told him to return for further ap- He said that with one kennel build­
proval before putting up a second ing, only 20 to 35 dogs will be on the
building for 50more dogs. property at one time for training.

Sargenti volunteered to move the Sargenti will live on the property,
kennel project back from the rand. ZeIT said, and a caretaker will live

Paul said she would rather see the within 100 feet of the kennel. Concrete
kennel in the center of the acreage, SEE PAGE 0:2, KENNEL
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KENNEL: Now smaller and 2,200 feet away from residents
CONTINUED FROM B·1
block walls will keep the sound of the dogs
from traveling, he said.

Still, Paul said, there is no guaranteethat
the sound will nol travel.

"I'm really concerned about the quality of
life for these residents," Paul said.

Modesto-area Supervisor Nick Blomsaid
he has not had any noise problems with a
kennel about a quarter-mile from his home.
He reminded Sargenti's neighbors that, in­
stead of a kennel, the land could house a
dairy, posingmore problems thana kennel.

Paul said that onceSargenti's kennel is up
and running, dealing with potential prob­
lems could take a long time.

For example, the board took action Tues­
day to resolve a zoning complaint dating
back to April 2000.

The board voted to require a rice fanner
to stop running a trucking business at 4333
ClausRoad, which is not zonedfor cornmer­
clal use. 'fhe owner already has lJe~ull to
Clean up t 10property.

"It's a slowprocess," Paul said of the two
years of correspondences and court dates.

Ogl! daff writer Alejandra Navarro
can be reached al578·2339 or
anavarro@modbee.com.
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Ifs time to think regionally
\ \i

By DRUCE E. JONES

Stanislnus County Iacos a
trlplo-headed and very

interrelated crisis that cries out
fill' an improved level of
governmental planning at the
regional level:

• The air pollution hammer is
now poised over our heads ­
with lhf' recent declaration of an
"extreme" emergency, we not
only face major fiscal sanctions
in the future, but we have
seriously damaged our image and
potential [or attracting new
economicdevelopment to this
county and valley.

• Traffic congestion and the
slow pace of putting in place
puhlic transportation
investments arc contributing to
both lIH\ ail' pollution and
economic challenges.

• Commuter demand for
cheaper (than Bay Area) housing
will continue, even with our bad
air. and threatens the viability of
our agricultural economy and of
govornmcnt's ability to provide
Inlrnstructure -- the Village I
debacle is but one demonstration
of the adverse impact of
over-developmentand stretched
iufrastructure on the tax base of
governments.

There is no aingle answer to
lhese related Issues, but

surely a regional approach is
better than the piecemeal,
jurisdictlon-by-jurlsdiction way
of doing things today. other than
such agencies as the eight-county
air pollution district [or San
Joaquin Valley, the closest we
come to even a countywide
approach to problems is the
Stanislaus Council of
Governments, which has only a
single mission of planning
transportation improvements.

Wemust think regionally
across Stanislaus County and the
San Joaquin Valley and move
toward the establishment of a
multipurpose Council of
Governments (COG) in our area.
It is true that COGs are largely
O1\ly ,,<lvl....,·y, which h. ~ha

primary reason local
governments will tolerate them.
This is also why their plans so
often are mere exercises in form
rather than substance. Indeed,
COGs have a downside, but at
least they can produce
well-researched regional plans
that provide a broader
perspective and baseline [or
designing local government
gonernl plans.

I worked [or the Sacramento
Regional Area Planning

Commission (later the
Sacramento Area Councll of
Governments) in the 1970s. The
common interests and conflicts
among seven (later five) counties
were addressed by a series of
separate regional plans,
including land use, energy
conservation, water quality
management, and, of course,
transportation (the only
document with meaningful
federal/state authority behind it).
It is time for Stanislaus County
to produce a single mull.ilopic
"regional"- that is, at least
countywide -land
use/ transportation/economic
development plan to balance
growth needs and constraints,
plus identify farmland protection,
smog reduction and energy
conservation measures. Once we
are committed to producing a
useful countywide document, we
t>huu\u "uu:l ",-,\;"Un.lIl\I't wllh

neighboring jurisdictions to
prepare a truly regional plan [or
the Sun Joaquin Valley that
transcends arbitrary boundaries.

Such plans also will v,ive our
valley and county much 11 lghor
credibility in future politicnl
campaigns to force Ill!' Hay j\ rca
to be accountable fllr th» ~llIllg it
ships us via wind curr-nr-. Why
should the Legislature rl':'" I. '"

our pleas when we haven't even
taken the most basic steps toward
managing our own problems?

In addition, 11 good land usc
plan can also lead the wny in
defining that elusive "cconomlc
diversiflcation" goal so often
advocated without amplificnl ion
of the many stops needed to ~~('t

there.

Finally, this plan must be
prepared internally without

outside consultants once again
billing us heavily for more
uninspired work. Pleas!'! also do
not be misled I.>y those who will
insist a regional plan will luke
years of work. With a clear
mandate, a small teaIII of
planners can pull together the
variety of existing plans into one
consolidatrxl document in a
matter of months. Connict
resolution can then bcaln,

The full impact of smog, growth
and economic threats facing us
has only begun to be reported
l"i''llltlH}'''·'\\l\ml. It i" Ijuw I" ,'iI"}
our resources and thlnk
regionally, if Dilly to the county
boundaries. Our leaders must
respond with creativity,
collaboration and measurable
action, anrl wc must slart now.

Jones is a writer and lounder of the
Stanislaus Futures Project who has
lived heresince 1995. lie previously
worked for 15 years as a qovernmen­
tal land use planner and consultant in
Sacramento.
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BOARD: Road agency wants
to get projects built quicker

.~ _,--
::rUL>-{ I )... 0 z"

Stanislaus agency
to seek outside
advice on roads

By MELANIE TURNER
B[E STAFF WRITER

Stanislaus County's transportation planning
agency agreed this week to solicit consultants to
guide road projects, but stopped short of commit­
ting to contractingwith hn outside firm.

The Stanislaus Council of Governments policy
board voted 11-0 Wednesday to put out a call for
consultantswhowould take the place ofCaltrans
in projectmanagement.

"This is part of reinventing StanCOG," said
county Supervisor Paul Caruso, policy board
chairman. "We knowwehave to do things differ­
ently. Whatwe did in the past didn't work, obvi-
ously." .

People have long complained about the agoniz­
ingly slow pace of major road improvement
projects under management of the California De­
partment ofTransportation.

Thelast major projectcompleted in Stanislaus
County wasa Highway99widening near Keyes in
1994. Of eight major projects now in the works,
sevenare in the often-cumbersome environmen­
tal review phase.

While theStanCOG boardwentalongwith Exec­
utiveDirectorGaryDickson's recommendation to
solicitconsultants, it was not yet soldon the idea
ofusingthem.The boardalsowants to lookat the
possibility of hiring a full-time person to manage
projects.

Theboardis scheduled to meetnext on Sept. 11,

SEE PAGE 8·5, srsnn

CONTINUED FROM B-1
and is due to decide then which
route to take. Board members
will receive information 011
what a full-time staff person
would cost, and what firms
mightbe interested in managing
Stanislaus projects. The policy
boarddoes not meet in August.

Carusosaid thatoncethe trans­
portation agency proves that it
cangetprojects donemorequick­
ly, people in Stanislaus County
may be ready to.approve a half­
cent sales tax for road work.

The board did not talk about
howthe planning agency would
pay for a project manager. It is
rare for a COWIty without a half­
centsales tax,like Stanislaus, to
hire a consultant, Dickson said.

The StanCOG board heard
fromWill Kempton, whoin 19lJ5
headed Santa Clara County's ef­
fort toenact a half-cent sales tax
for road work - the flrst such
road tax in the state.

Consulting firms could pre­
pare studies, get projects ready

t- to build and oversee projects.
Dickson emphasized that Cal­
trans, which ownsand operates
state highways, cannot be re-

placed. The state agency would
still build projects,

"Caltrans actually knows how
to build projects," he said. "It's
getting it to that point that's the
problem."

Kempton, a former longtime
employee of Caltrans, outlined
the challenges that Caltrans fac­
es. For example, there is high
turnover in theagency, affecting
projects that often take five or
six years to complete.

But his report offered an opti­
mistic message.

"Is it possible togive youragen­
cy a more meaningful and pro­
ductive role in til!' delivery pro­
cess? Can StanCOG achieve a bet­
ter delivery record?" he wrote.
"I amconvlnced that the answer
to all these questions is are.
sounding 'Yes!' "

In an effort to increase consis­
tency on the StanCOG board it­
self, StanCOG is expected in the
future to consider making the
board chairmanship a two-year
post. Caruso began a one-year
term this week.

Dec slaffwriter MelilOie Tumor
can be reached at 578-236'j or
mturner@modbee.com.
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Double-digit jobless rates continue to plague the

Northern San Joaquin Valley. Last month in
Stanislaus County, the unemployment rate was a
shameful 11 percent.

As population growth persists - and thousands of
new houses are built in the region - creating
high-wage jobs for area residents remains the No.1
priority for the valley and its future.

•••
Funs of farm fresh produce now have another

shopping venue: the new farmer's market in Salida
on Sisk Road north of Pelalldale Avenue: '

The market, a great addition to the growing
residential and retail corridor in northwest Modesto
and Salida, will run from Ba.m, to 1 p.m. each
Sunday through midNovember. Give it a taste!
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climb in .region
Many Bay Area residents
moving to valley, foothills,
causing labor force to grow

By JEFF JARDINE
BEE STAFF WRITER

Stanislaus County had 3,000 more jobs
and San Joaquin County had 2,600 more
last month than they did in June 2001.

So why, then, did the June unemploy­
ment rates in those and the other four
Northern San Joaquin Valley and foothills
counties rise from year to year?

The number of people looking for jobs
.outpaced the number of new jobs in most of
the counties.

"Because of the influx of people coming
from the Bay Area for affordable housing,
the civilian labor force will continue to
grow," said Liz Baker, a labor analyst with
the state Employment Development De-

partment.
June traditionally is a month in which

unemployment increases slightly before
heading down in July as the hiring season
peaks, Baker said. This June was no excep­
tion. The overall economic downturn prob­
ably pushed up the numbers, she said.

A county-by-county snapshot:
• Stanislaus County's labor force ­

those working or looking for work - grew
by 6,300 from June to June, more than dou­
ble the number of new jobs. Consequently,
the county's unemployment rate crept up
to 11percent in June 2002 from 10.2percent
in June 2001.

Retail gained 1,300 jobs, with most of that
coming in grocery stores and restaurants.
Other industries, including services, gov­
ernment, 'manufacturing, finance and
wholesale trade, all gained jobs. But con­
struction lost 1,000 jobs from J line to June,

SEE PAGE 0-4,JOBLESS

JOBLESS: Unemployment up despite new openings
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as housing starts were down by 15 per­
cent from a year ago, according to the
May numbers.

• For each new job in San Joaquin
County, there were nearly three more
people to compete for it. San Joaquin
County's labor force grew by 7,700 peo­
ple from June 2001 to June 2002. The
aOnnfY'" Johl .."" r",t .. r ....." f .....'" fl,,,, ~,.,;,",
cent to 9.3percent. Government gained
1,600jobs, services 1,400 and retail 1,300.
But manufacturing lost 900 jobs while
construction, transportation and whole-

sale trade also experienced job losses.
• In Merced County, the labor force

grew by 200while the economy lost 400
jobs overall. Gains in federal govern­
ment jobs were negated by losses in
manufacturing and farming. The COWl­

ty's 14.2 percent jobless rate was up a
full percentage point over June 2001.

• Tuolumne County's jobless rate
..,.;.... """,ltn., t.. A,I;\ ••"wi">!,H !l'i';Hl ~ ......~'"
cent in June 2001. The county gained
nearly 600jobs, including 340in govern­
ment jobs and 160 in restaurants. But
other industries lost jobs and there

were 720 more people looking for work.
• Mariposa County had the area's low­

est jobless rate, 5.1 percent, which was
up from 4.9 percent in June 2001. The
sparsely populated county lost 30 jobs
and gained 10 people in the labor force.

• Calaveras County gained 610people
in the labor force who competed for 450
more jobs. The county's unemployment
"At", .......... ft· ...", ",,, .....·'.1"11'· Itt "",It,,, ''''Ol
to 6.2 percent last month.

Bee stall writer JeffJardine can be
reached at578·2383 or I/ardlne@modbee.
com.



Farm income c-limbs

*The valley's ove~II;'perce~ta~~ Increase ISba'S~d'on'ie~enuefrom
.,' 200land 2000. Larger counties exert agreatllr Influence over
"e,',,' ',,' ' ".which 1$:~lJy the 5percent appears

reases for

;;;',VALLElOF THE GREEN

Cling peaches roll. tIt ~

along a processing I •.-l~~\ ~·:-·::i·~~~...;.'/.~~r.; ~~ ,.~
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Ahistoric performance bySan joaquin Valley dairies led
to arecord-setting 2001 for the region's agrfcutture

industry. The valley',s ranchers and farmers rung up
~~", ...".", revenue of $15 billion last year, a5percent

i Rank ('DO) cointy' "'2(Jli1~~veIlU8;;;i'i,.20QOReVili1~tZi;t ::';jripcrops (Millions, unless.Qot~d) r•..• ,

1 (2) Tulare $3,494,006,000 $3,068,648,200 +14% Milk ($1.15 Billion) Oranges ($530.5) Callie ($438.5)
~::'2 (1) Fre'~t1o '3,226,lQ't;800;:3·.3;28n285,4oo';N"":;~;f~;~i%,0t;~·0ItoO'($368'.1)' ',rr\drapes':($343:1 }';";;Poultry ($~39.0)

3 (3) Kern 2,255,693,200 2,209,449,900 +2 Grapes ($437.9) Citrus ($264.3) Milk ($208.0)
;,;"4(4) Melted "l,703,038,()60:,1':S38;53a;OOo)':'+,1'j:Wr?'·:'''·Mllt:7($625.8).;'1 "'Chl~,k!iiis($156.6) C,attl~'7,' ,($143.1)

5 (5) San Joaquin 1,389,3?!,000 ,,1,34B,62B,OO? '"","'i :':~1 Milk, ,($298.7), "',," "Gra~es ',', ($243.7) ,',"",', Cherries ($99.1)
"",f(~) Stanislaus' 1;353,300,00.0,;' "1,197,302,OOl:f;r:,)+~'a:'i;'ii:' 'Milk' '($476.3) :;::'; AI~on,dS($137.0)~R:',ChiCkeiJs($1'28.5)'

7 (7) Kings 951,950,000 ,886,479,000 "jT,'Mllk ($361.8)C9U?n($205.7),CaUID ($67.0)!
O'(B)Mactera ' "651,794,'000';: '71'1,405,000 ,,' <, "'ii'~:r.~":;;;;I;,Grapes ($134.3) .• Ml\~;i(.:". ($125.0)AlmOnd~f·($87.3)· ,
Valley total $15,019,190,000$14,241,735,500' +5* ' "

1;,_""



2001 valley production $15 billion
Oy RICHARD T. ESTRADA

IJEE STAFF WRITER r

You won't find peach trees at Del
Monte Foods' cannery in east Modes­
to, although the plant's 2,600 work­
ers rely on the fresh fruit for job secu­
rity.

Don't look for dairy cows at the
Hershey candy factory in Oakdale,
either, although the region's prolific
bovines are key to the 630 full-time
jobs at the plant.

Without the peaches and cream,
there would be no canned fruit cock­
tail or Hershey's Kisses. Nor would
there be the jobs.

"I'he (San Joaquin Valley's) agri-

culture and food-processing indus­
tries rely on each other for their ex·
istence," said Dave Withycombe,
senior vice president of Western
manufacturing for Del Monte. "Com­
bined, they play an important role in
the economy."

Agriculture displayed its econom­
ic prowess in 2001, as San Joaquin
Valley farmers and ranchers pro­
duced a record $15 billion worth of
food and fiber, according to crop reo
ports from eight counties from San
Joaquin in the north to Kern in the
south.

The valleywide total represented
an increase of 5percent, or $777 mil-

lion, over 2000. It was well ill excess
of the old record of $14,55 billion in
1997.

Much of that cash, though, left the
valley's farms and ranches almost as
quickly as it arrived.

That's the way California's ag in­
duslry operales, with growers bring­
ing in vast amounts of money, then
quickly distributing much of it to
pay debts and flnance Iuture crups.

"Agriculture affects the economy
of the San Joaquin Valley thorough­
ly," said Daniel Sumner, director uf
the Agricultural Issues Cenl orat the

SEE PAGE A·16, AGRICULTURE

TOP COMMODITIES

AGRICUI-JTURE: Economy
ofvalley fueled by farm goods

"The link between product ion
and processing is that many uf
the products grown in the valley
are perishable and wouldn't sur­
vive a long trip," Wilhycombn
said. "That's what led the pro­
cessing industry tu locate their
plants so close to the fields."

Proximity also is a reason for
the presence of milk-processing
plants spread from Stall lslaus
County to Tulare County.

As processing plants coutinuo
to be built andexpanded, (hides
continue to produce marc.

'I'hat expansion. comhinod
with aliealt hy price increase,
pushed the valley's dairy rcvc­
nue tu nearly $3.5 billion in'OOl.
That was a 29 percent lnci lase
from $2.72 hillion the year he­
fore.

While dairies squeezed OU! 0'
record performanco, the v;l\h~'..·.";
grape growers dealt with axel ~

supply and low prices,
Grape revenue fell to $U,Il hi!

lion in ZOOI, a decline of IIIUIl'
than $300 III illion Irom ~,Wr)I), al
though the fruit still rell1;dned
the valley's No, 2 agcornu» -dity.

It Was followed by c.ut lc,
which climbed two spots to No.:3
with revenue uf $954.8 mill ion.

'I'ho growth was attrrbutc.l to a
rise in beef prices and h iglwr
prices paid fur replacement heif­
ers, which dairies buy to replace
older milk cows.

Bee stall writer RIchard T. Estrada
can be reached at 578·2316 or
reslrada@modbeo.col1l.

The valley has dozens of other
facilities - Pacific Coast Produc­
ers' cannery in Lodi,E.&J. Gallo
wineries in Modesto and Living-

I stan, and Land 0' Lakes' cheese
plant in Tulare, to name a few­
that turn raw farm products into
finished goods.

Other industries also benefit
from the billions of dollars farm-

Iers generate.
"Because jobs and economic ac­

, tivlty have continuing linkages,
, the effects go on to everything

from health care to schools and
I even newspapers and universi­

ties," Sumner said.
Money coming into farms ­

called farm-gate revenue - is
only one aspect of the business,
noted BobKrauter, a :qlokesman
for the California Farm Bureau
Federation. "There is a signlfi­
cant annual investment that a
farmer must make in his opera-
~ion, "

"Money is' constantly going
out to pay land costs, labor and
inputs such as water, seed, fertil­
izer and pesticides. Then you in­
clude regulatory costs, aIHI they
add up to a substantial amount."

That investment has produced
an agricultural region un­
matched by any other in the

• country and perhaps the world.
California's agricultural rove­

nue reached $27.2 billion in 2000
- the 2001figure is due to be reo
[leased later this year - making
it the nation's top agriculture
state. If the valley were its own
state, it would likely be No, 1
ahead of Texas, which hrul reve­
nue of $13.3 billion in 2000.

'It's easy to see how
transportation, food­
processing, [ann
equipment and energy
industries are affected
directly by the[ann
economy'

- Daniel Sumner, UC Davis
director of agricultural' Issues

University of California at
Davis. "It's easy to see how trans­
portation, food-processing, farm
equipment and anergy indus­
tries are affected directly by the
farm economy."

Hershey's plant. for example,
has a $27 million annual payroll
and spends another $27 million
on supplies. Del Monte, which
sees employment at its Modesto
plant peak at 2,ljOO during the
summer, has a $26 million pay­
rull.

CONTINUED FROM A·1

Milk and grapes were tMSan Joaquin Valley's billion-dollar crops in 2001, "
combining for revenue ofnearly $5.1 billion. The region's top 10. 'j
agricultural commodities combined forrevenue,9f 10.4 bllllo '

. ...69 perceni'D! the valley's total ag revenue
l' \. .·,;i!'!.ti·:;.~:,j;".' comrrt6;uij

:\;" ,," "., t, Milk, all
·~~"<2.Grap~s, all
. ,3. Cattle &calves 954,791,00

~i.". "",:.'4::QfanOes'i*idj%f':~~~L;ii;ii!if~81:7~6, oCl
).. ..',' 5, COtl?~" ,\,/,<750,742,000

lwo,Alrriog,d~:2,;;r;:~;'~::,;D,;!;;;:.740;60$,00e,
i" 7. Chickens 590,481,000
[r '" 8.'AnilifaJi~~':0;;[tft@t~$';f:i:;::'~.:r(~Jj2~;O~J ';00"

9.Tornatoes, all ',,' ,"","',""",', "",469,311,000
;·iO::Nur$eryprO&l;ct$;S;j!jr.404;8~$:dOO
Total of top 1D, $1 O,3~6,,3!9.!OOO
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FARMLAND BUFFER

vancy Program, which got a big
boost from a baud measure state
voters approved in Marcil. The
Legislature is discussing how
much of the $7;' million should
be spent on cropland and how
much should go to rangeland
and oak woodland, said Don
Drysdale, a spokesman for the
state Department of Conserve­
tion.

The U.s. Department of Agri­
culture has $5U million to spend
on conservation easements this
year under the farm bill Presi­
dent Bush signed in May. Like
the state, the federal program
covers up to half the cost of an
easement.

"There is a lot of interest,"
Kingsaid. "The challenge is get­
ting the transactions put togeth­
er and the funding together.
They are complex transactions
that usually take from 12 to 1ll
months to close."
Bee stall writer John Holland can
be reached al 578-2385 or
jhollilnd@modlJee.com.

to the inevitable sale fordevelop­
ment," Kirkpatrick said.

The Stanislaus trust has ap­
plied for part of the funding for
the easement fromthe GreatVal­
ley Center ofModesto, which reo
ceived $5 millionfrom the David
and Lucile Packard Foundation
for farmland preservation in
Stanislaus, Merced and Yolo
counties.

The Great Valley Center has
applications for Packard money
for a proposed easement in the
Delhi area and [or another in
Yolo County. said Holly King,
the center's agricultural pro­
grams manager.

Kirkpatrick said another ease­
ment proposalhas emergedfrom
landowners in the Hughson
area. Details have not been dis­
closedabout this and the propos­
als in Mercedand Yolocounties.

Easement proponents could
get some of their funding fr0111
the California Farmland Conser-

CONTINUED FROM B-1

FARMLAND: Easements in
other communities proposed

By JOHN HOLLAND
BEE STAFF WRITER

Negotiations couldbe finished in as
little as two weeks for Stanislaus
County's first use of conservation
easements,whichpay farm owners to
resist development.

Meanwhile, preservationists are
lookingat how to use tens of millions
ofdollars expectedfromprivate, state
and federal sources for effortsaround
California.

The Stanislaus Farmland Trust
hopes to secure an easement on a
7G4-acre walnut farm at the northwest
edge of Riverbank. The land, known
as the Wendt property, is owned by
John Hancock Life Insurance Co, of
Boston.

Under a typical easement, the own­
er agrees to keep the land in farming
forever in exchange for a payment of
the differencebetweenthe agricultur­
al value of the property and the price
Hcouldfetch from developers.

The z-year-old Stanislaus trust
chose the Hancock property because
it is prime farmland close to a grow­
ing city.

An agreement on the price and oth­
er details might be ready in a couple
of weeks, but no formal announce­
mentwouldbemadeuntil escrowclos­
es a few months later, Greg Kirk­
patrick said. He's a land protection
representative at the Visalia office of
the American Farmland Trust. The
national group is representing the
Stanislaus trust in the talks.

"I think that we're really seeing a
number oflandownerscomingtogeth­
er to try to lookat this as a real option

" SEE PAGE B-2, FARMLAND

Stanislaus
eyes first
farmland
easement

BRIEFS



Agency studies ways to improve
traffic from Highway 132 to 99

By MELANIE TURNER
DE~ STAFF WHITER

Roundabouts could solve a traffic problem
that has long plagued Highway 132from Modes­
to's industrial center to Highway 99, business
leaders say.

Now the California Department of'Transporta­
Han is fine-tuning four ideas - all involving
roundabouts - to present next month to a team
of people working to move traffic to and from the
Beard Industrial Park southeast of downtown.

The ideas came about as part of an experiment
by the Stanislaus Council of Governments that
brought together people with an interest in a
major transportation project. Access between
Highway 132 east (Yosemite Boulevard) and
Highway 99 became the lest project.

Officials and business leaders say the team ap­
proach has helped fast-track planning, and

e SEE PAGE B·2, TRAFFIC
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TRAFFIC: Flow between 99
and 132 is addressed by tcarr'
CONTINUED FROM B-1 -,-'-ldeas for getting trucks to ami
they'd like to see more major, from the industrial park and 99
projects use teams. vary. but all include a round-

"I think what comes out of it is about along Ninth Street at el­
a sounder. saner plan," said Wa- ther D Street or E Street, or be­
terford Mayor Charles Turner. tween D and E in downtown
who came up with the idea for a Modesto.
team approach as chairman of One preliminary drawi!lg
StanCOG's policy board. shows an overpass at ~9 with

The team has met five times roundabouts on both sides at
this year and will meet again in' Fiflh and Sixth streets in Modes­
August. Members include busi- to. Al.lOther uses one-way over­
ness leaders, elected officials, crossings to move cars to and

I t IJ;" . rv It· tl ' , from 99 AnI! P, HI.ill« A ii,"th •
RIlC "{l II fJll}t'"'j' A 'flJ1C~ ,.. P'''''l bot"!" ovel'Cl'Ossll}" via '1fthty IU'" he c es or' el'CS lUlU b

Modesto. Street and a northbound over-
Results of a study released last crossing that would be a 99 off­

year showed that 15,000 trucks ramp Just south of D.
move through the industrial Cost estimates range from $38
park daily to 99,creating crowd- m~ll~on t~ $118 million. For $38
ed roads in Modesto and Ceres. It million, E and D would become
also found that cross-traffic on one-way streets heading west
132, rnil crossings, pedestrians and east, respectively, with a
and other factors decrease pro- roundaboutin between at Ninth
ductivity for companies. Street, sending traffic to round-

abouts on an overcrossing at 99.

The most expensive project uses
the one-way overcrossings to get
traffic to and from D Street and
99.

StanCOG has earmarked $40
million for the project, council
senior planner Lark Downs said.

Chris Murphy, a member of
the team and vice president of a
Modesto warehousing and dlstri­

.bution company, said StanCOG
will be able to Holdup the project
as a positive example,
It will serve as the "proof'

some people have said they need
before they can support a half­
cent sales tax for transportation,
he said.

"People whimper and whine
about StanCOG, but no one ever
gave them good direction," Mur­

jlJU' $4/.,. "9lI~ ~#.Uness pcopJo
have to step up to the plate."

Jan Ennenga, executive man­
ager uf the Stanislaus County
Farm Bureau, said she found the
team beneficial.

For example, officials realized
early on that the project could
affect a couple of city of Modesto
projects.

"Nobody Was aware ofthose is­
.aues when we first started,"
Turner said.

While a long-term solution is
still many years away, and Iund­
ing sources are unknown at this
point, short-term solutions may
offer some relief:

• Replace the traffic signal at
I::l2 ami D Street in Modesto with
a roundabout.

• Install landscaped medians
along 132 to channel Iraffle to in­
tersections with signal lights.
add lighted crosswalks and re­
move on-street parking. .

• Widen intersections at
Mitchell Hand and Daly Avenue
between Modestoand Ceres lo ac­
commodate trucks,

Stanislaus County Supervisor
Paul Caruso, chairman of SUm­
COG's pollcy board. said hn's
pJeasoll with, t110 tonmrs
progress. "At least it fast-tracks
the planning stage of'it," he said.
"What happens after that is yet
to be tested."

Caruso said he hopes te.uns
will complement consultan Is,
which stanCOG's policy board
is considering hiring to get
projects bu ill faster.



Supervisors say that
they're doing just fine
preserving farmland

(~ounty'1
rejects ~~v

growth
measure

+

SOl' '1'0111 Mayfield said, "I wish
that the Modesto City Cuuncil
wouldtake care oftheir business
and let the county take care of
our business."

The Oakdalecouncil was con­
cerned mainly about increased
demandon its public services by
peopleliving in nearby unincor­
porated areas.
. Supervisor Pat Paul, who rep-

.resents the area, noted that
thesepeoplealsospend moneyat
Oakdale businesses, generating
city taxes.

Caruso said the measure
would discourage projects that
are outside cities but not 011

prime farmland. He cited the Di­
ablo Grande community in the
southwest hills and the Industrl­
'al developmentproposedfor the
former Navyalrflekl near Crows
Landing.

Dee slaff writer John Hofland
can be reached al 570·2305 or
jholland@modbee.com.

OUR VIEWS 11 C" /0
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Supervisors' spUn
ignores the facts
of county growth
The Board of Supervisors this week dismissed a

request that they ask county voters' advice on
growth this November, but the issue is far from
d .. ",c1. T.oem) th.hAtl:i Ahout how, WhfJl"n ..n,) how r~...t
Stanislaus County should grow is both timely and
vital.

The elected supervisors repeatedly insist that they
direct urban growth to cities, but u.s. Census
numbers clearly dispute that, especially in Salida,
where the population has tripled in a decade. At this
stage, the supervisors should spend less time
spinning and more time listening to what the public
and other local government agencies have to say
about growth.

I

GROWfH: COlIUty rejects
Modesto, Oakdale measure
CONTINUED FROM a-t
farmland preservation, said he
still hopes Modesto voters next
year will consider a measure
that would require future votes
of the electorate to expand the
city's long-term growth areas.

In 2000, the Board of Supervi­
sors declined to support a coun­
tywideversion of this proposal.

In urging the advisory mea­
sure, the Modesto council com­
plained that the county has' ap­
proved commercial develop­
ment, which provides substan­
tial taxes, while leaving less­
lucrative housing to the cities.

Simonsaid thecouncilneglect­
ed to note the county's agree­
ment to share sales taxes with
Modesto from the unincorporat­
ed part of Mcllenry Avenue.

He said the council would be
better served tending to Village
I, where development fees for
streets, storm drains and parks
have fallen short.

"QuIte truthfully," Supervi-

•

•

Page B-2

OUter action
byfhe

Board of
Supervisors.

By JOHN HOLLAND
BEE STAFF WRITER

Stanislaus County residents will
not get a chance in November to ad­
vise the Board ofSupervisors on land
use.

Tlie board declinedTuesday to sub- -1
mit a measure urging that develop- •
ment be kept within _
the nine cities in the
county.

Supervisors said
they are doing just
fine at preserving
farmland, and they
took umbrage at the """

. Modesto and Oakdale city councils
for seeking !:he measure.

"1wouldjust ignore it," Supervisor
NickBlomsaid.

SupervisorRaySimonsaid thecoun­
ty has approveda few residential lots
since 2000, while the cities have ap­
proved several thousand.

"Wehave done a job that fewcoun­
ties in the state of California have
donein attempting toprotectour agri­
cultural base," Simon said.

Over the past decade, the board has
approveddevelopment mainly in Sali­
da, an unincorporated town that has
grown to about 13,000 residents. Even
here, Supervisor Paul Caruso said,
the board spared the rich farmland
south of Murphy Road"

The board agreed to reject the advi­
sory measure three days before Fri­
day's deadline for putting matters on
the Nov. 5 hAllot.

'I'he measure was proposed by
Modesto Councilman Denny Jack­
man, who said the county needs a
clear statement about keeping devel­
opmentfromsprawlingawayfromcit­
ies.

"They talk about it, but they don't
do anything about it," Jackman said
after thesupervisors meeting."Ifthey
want to take a position of not finding
out what the public thinks of this is­
sue, that's their choice."

Jackman, a longtime advocate of



Stanislaus Alliance CEO
seeks more opportunity,
training for areaworkers

agency
chooses
leader

Hesaid the Allianceconcept ofcom­
bining work force development with
economic development excites him.
Bassitt said getting job training in
syncwith the needsofprospectiveem­
ployers will be difficult, but worth­
while.

"It's a doable challenge," said
Bassitt,whohelpedleadeconomicde­
velopment in Detroit from 1996
through 2000, "It's goingto take a con­
certedeffortby the publicand private
sector." .

Another challenge, he said, will be
one of public attitude.
. "One of the biggest things we're go­
ing to have tochangeis the mindsotof
peoplethat nothing much good is go­
ing to happen here no matter how
hard we try," Bassilt said.

Heisoptimistic there isgreatoppor­
tunity for economic progress in the
county.

During the past two years, Bassitt
wasa private consultant for business­
es seeking newlocations.Before that
he was the Detroit Regional Cham~
ber's senior vice president for eco­
nomic development.
Hi~ previous posts included being

president of the St. Joseph (Mo.) Area
Chamber of Commerce, the Lima
(Ohio) Area Chamber of Commerce
and the Lima-Allen CountyEconomic
Development Council.

Neither the Alliance nor Bassitt
woulddisclosedetails of his contract
or his salary as the Alliance's chief
executiveofficer.

Bee slaff writer J.N. Sbranli can be
r6.l\ched at 578·2196 or Insbranli@
modbee.com.

•

•

Jobs

ByJ.N.SBRANTI
BEE STAFF WRITER

Bill Bassltt, whohas 20years' expe­
rience in economic development and
chamber of commerce leadership,
was named Thursday as head of the
new Stanislaus Economic Develop- +
mont and Workforce Alliance.

"Bill stood out as clearly the best
candidate for the job. He'll take us
where we want to go," said Modesto
attorney Ralph Curtis, a member of
the Allianceboard.
.The Alliance is

the newagencythat
resulted from the
mergerofthe Work­
force Investment
Boardand the Stani­
slaus County Eco­
nomic Develop­
ment Corp. It will
coordinate job- Bassill
creation and job-
training efforts throughout the coun­
ty.

Bassltt, 57, was pickedfrom 100 ap­
plicants after a nationwidesearch.He
starts Aug. 19.

"There's a lot of economic opportu­
nity ahead for this county becauseof
the growth coming out of the Bay
Area," Bassitt said.

That population growth, he predict­
ed,is theprecursor tobusinessreloca­
tion into Stanislaus County.

Bassitt said the county put itselfon
the right track to promote a business
and job boom when it created theAlii­
anro last month.



-----

»: UOME.~"UYING.HELP
.)·tfr . - \

C0U: iggef loans,
Prospective home buyers in

unincorporated parts of Stanislaus .
County can apply for special loans of up
to $30,000 to cover down payments and
closing costs on regular loans. The Board
of Supervisors has doubled the cap from
$15,000 to reflect the rapid rise in housing

• prices. The help is for first-time hOl~le
buyers within income limits. A family of
four, for example, can make up to $37,200

• a year. The aid must be repaid after 20
• years or when the house is sold. A state

grant allowed the increase for the
program, which has helped m?re than.100
families since 1994. For more information

• all the county program, call Jim Duval or
Ana Rocha, 525-6330.
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.V\e f?aIIze that city lea(1<"":18 busy graVplilig
( vlth VIllage I, but that dues not excuse 'the lack of

~rogl'Css on proposed business parks in Modesto.
Absolutely nothing has happened in a year" on

plans ~or a business park on Kiernan Avenue,
CouncIlman Bill Conrad said at the councill1leeting
Tuesday.

~othing is more important to this valley-
gripped and shamed by dOUble-digit rates of poverty
an.d unemployment - than high-wags job creation.
It IS :veIl past time for the Modesto City Council and
StanIslaus County Board of Supervisors to show
progress on the jobs centers planned for north
Modesto and Salida.

\
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laborforC8,
........._...._......... ....__.. ........_----

By J.N. SORANTI "We're building in absolutely every di-
BEE STAFF WRITER rection. It's houses we're building, and

More people were out of work this July they're not little houses," Steele said.
than were jobless in July 2001 ill the North- Businesses and job opportunities are go­
ern San Joaquin Valley and nearby foot- . ing to have to catch up before jobless rates
hills. go down, she said. Steele is optimistic that

But the employment news wasn't all bad will happen.
because the total number of residents "We're moving in the right direction,"

she said.
working actually increased. Jobless rates in the valley, however, of.

Those seemingly contrary facts are slm- ten are at the mercy of Mother Nature.
ple to explain: "We're not growing jobs as "As the weather goes, so go the crops,"
fast as people in the labor force," said Car- said labor anal yst Bunny Bentley. "And
letta Evans Steele of the state Employment employment fluctuates according to what
Development Department. crops are being picked."

Stanislaus County's labor force reached Ilantteysuggl':<;fed that was a pl'~llll\ry [nco
~n llJl·timf.> 111§JI in JUly - IDU,!JOO, wlJJcJJ to!' in Mm'COO '!)Ullty'S jobless Jump last
was 5,800 more than the year before, ac- month.
cording to state labor market statistics. All things considered, Steele and Bentley

Tuolumne County and Mariposa County said nothing in the jobless numbers is sur-
also set highest-ever labor force records. prising or cause for concern.

Just look around, Steele suggested, and Bee slaff writer J.N. Sbranli can be reached al
the population boom is evident. 578-2196 or jnsbranli@modbee.com.



Stockton's enterprise zone ~~~l­

lures Turlock company north

© 2001 ANNACO CREATIONS

Annaco Creations designs
whimsical collectibles.

By JEFF JARDINE
BEE STAFF WRITER

Michael Daley refused to locate his company,
Annaco Creations, in San Joaquin County when
he started it 15months ago.

"I didn't want any part of Stockton," he said.
"Modesto was our first choice. But we couldn't
find warehouse space that was suitable."

He settled on Turlock, which offers roughly
equal distances between

f ~ his homes in Berkeley

,~ri8~~~~ if7j and Twain Harte.
."lj' Also, several employ-

<'*' ees whom he deemed vi­
tal to the success ofthe

';{\, startup business al,
..Jready lived in Tur­

I~""-" lock or Living­
:.~J stan.

And finally, the
price was right.
"The rent was dirt
cheap," he said.

So why, then, is
he now in the pro­
cess of moving An­
naco Creations to
Stockton?

"Once we found out about their enterprise zone
... " he said. "SBAloans, fee reductions, $1,000 to
$1,500 for training employees, the tax breaks."

Annaco Creations will move into its new

43,OOO-square-foot building in Stockton's Arch
Road Business Park, near the Stockton airport,
in mid-August,

Annaco Creations is a rapidly growing busi­
ness that markets whimsically themed animals,
piggy banks and other collectibles. The compa­
ny's designers here create the figurines that are
manufactured in China. It sells and distributes
them to more than 3,500 customers in the United
States and is now branching out into the Canadi­
an and European markets.

The company quickly overflowed its small
warehouse on Ellerd Drive in south Turlock and
went shopping for a new facility. San Joaquin
County offered economic incentives Stanislaus
County couldn't match, he said .

Stanislaus County economic development offi­
cials could have arranged Small Business Admin­
istration loan financing and job training.

But the business park in south Stockton is locat­
ed within the state-designated Stockton-San
Joaquin enterprise zone, where he receive more
than $36,000 in tax breaks for every new employ­
ee the company hires out of specific lower-In­
come zip codes.

Consequently, he never approached Stanislaus
County officials about staying here. They never
had a chance to try to retain the business.

The wholesale company started up, grew and
moved out of Turlock before anyone in Stanis-

SEE PAGE D-4, ANNACO

ANNACO: Here and gone
before Stanislaus knew it
CONTINUED FROM 0-1
laus County realized it existed,
Daley said.

"I don't think they even knew
we were here," he said.

Stanislaus County is in the pro­
cess of trying to get the state to
designate an area of south
Modesto as an enterprise zone,
said Richard Jantz, deputy chief
executive officer for Stanislaus
County.

"We're anticipating the gover­
nor signing legislation that
would, in essence, create an en­
terprise zone," Jantz said. "It
would benefit existing business
as well (as new ones),"

Daley worked for similar com­
panies in Berkeley and LosAnge-

les before starting Annaco Cre­
ations.

"I decided to do my own thing
and stop killing myself for other
people," he said.

The company currently em­
ploys about 16 people, and he ex­
pects the work force to double by
the end of the year.

"In another year, we could
need another building," he said.
"We're very blessed."

Still, he wants to control Anna­
co Creations' growth.

"It's a trend industry," he said.
"I've seen lots of companies
grow themselves right out of
business."

Bee slaff writer Jeff Jardine canbe
reached al 578-2383 or
Jjardine@modbee.com.



City:·
Rapid -lJrowth not 1Af,~~led

SHELTER: Public concerns
mostly focus on affordability

Building more houses in Modesto
to suit Bay Area buyers criticized

By MICHAEL MELLO
-BEE STAFF WRITER

Modesta has no obligation to shelter Bay Area
refugees, city and Stanislaus County officials said
Saturday at a public forum on housing.

"Weare theaffordablehousing for the BayArea,"
said Gary Dickson,executive director of the Stanis­
laus Council of Governments. "That's not fair."

Basedon growth projections, the state wouldlike
tosee 11,600 new homes in Modesto over the next
five to six years, Dickson said. Instead, the city
would like to reduce that figure to 6,736, for·What

......_~--.-.-.._-~---

officialscall a "quality oflife balancedalternative."
Rapid growth over a short period would burden

city services such as sewer treatment, and turn ar­
terial streets into parking lots.
"We~re running a risk with the state," Dickson

added, referring to the potential loss of grant mon­
ey to stand up to Sacramento.

"They want us to provide 1110re housing for the
other parts of the state, and We don't think that's
fair. We told the state we're not going to do that.
We're going to come up with our own numbers."

Housing growth in Modesto already is drawing
people from the Bay Area Who can afford homes
here but not where they came from.

Even San Francisco Mayor WillieBrownhas said
his city looksto the San Joaquin Valleyfor cheaper

homeaMayor Carmen Sabatino said.-- .... - ...
The influx has drastically increased land and

housing prices, Dickson said. And people who al­
ready live here are being priced out of the market.

That predicament is aile of the major factors ­
along with public input - that will shape the city's
planned housing policy for the next five years. Per
state law, Modesto must update the policy- called
the Regional Housing Needs Assessment, part of
the city's general plan-« twice a decade.

Knowingthat it willnot beeasy, the city has start­
fld thl'! J)rnp.ll~ "1I-..",I:\'. ,,!t!lO""''' """10'0111;;:1' Fli'l~" ni<~
have to be completed until December 2003.

It is a complicatedprocess, city fathers admit, so
they have asked for the public's opinion on how

SEE PAGE B-Z, SHELTER

CONTINUED FROM B-1
best to provideample and afford­
able roofs over cily residents'
heads.

Problems were pointed out
more often than solutions were
offeredat the forum, which was
fine with Brad Kilger, director of
Modesto's Community and Eco-­
nomic Development Depart-
ment. .

"If we leave with more ques­
, tions than we've answered, it's

OK," he said. "Il's very critical
weget these issues on the table."

And that is exactly what hap­
pened. Several dozen people
showed at the Iurum, forcing
city employees to print more
workshop programs.

Most of the concerns centered
on the allordability of housing.

"One would figure, if we reo
strict the amount of housing sig­
nificantly, we'll just force the
price of housing up," said Mike
Zagaris, president ofPMZ Inc., a
real estate sales and develop­
ment fir lll.

Even then, the influx to Modes­
to wouldnot stop, resident Brian
Nelson Marks said.

"If we think we can hold them
back at the fences, we're fooling
ourselvc..' he said.

Others were concerned thptm" 1'1.. !,.g 1J~.. t pr uvmg WOUlU

push Modesto's homeless num­
ber even higher.

The situation is nut easily rem­
edied by building low-income
housing, said Bill Zoslockl of
Zoslocki Construction.

Because ofhigh land prices. he
said, "The least profitable devel­
opment right now is 'affonlabl.e·
houses," meaning homes avnll­
able to peopleat must incomeIf!V­
els, usually smaller dwellings.

Smaller houses in those rutego­
ries provide Dilly a $2,fiOO return
per home on H typical develop­
ment, Zoslocki said, and that is
after putting a $1.4 million in­
vestment into a typical subdivi­
sion.

To compound the problem. the
state is 110 help, Zoslocki said.
Nearly 76 percent of the state's
low-income housing grants go to
heavily populated counties in
Southern Calllornia and the Bay
Area leaving the rest ofthe state
to fight OVer the remaining
funds,

Comments [rom the forum will
be forwarded to the Council uf
Governments, which will dis­
cuss the housing policy in July,
Dickson said.

"In 2012," Sabatino said,
"when people look back, they'll
say, 'These peopleplanned,' and
we'll /;>e better OlTbGCRWll;l f;Jffh~ll
pllllL' -



Some embrace, others
disdain growing pains

of~lliluin~ lI.le newbusiness complex, he said, and
he d be Willing to change his line of work if he
could find a job there.

"As long as I don't have to drive," Mora said. "1
can mak? more money (in San Jose), but 1knowI
an~ ~astll\g four hours every day."

hl'lsly Ih-ruandez, 2'1, who lives in a subdlvlslon
neal' .l':tl!prson's Wesl SiehlShollping Center used
to drive .fourto six hours a day 10her hum;lll re­
sources job in Milpitas, near San Jose.

N.ow she works as assistant store manager at
AllIed Ca~h Advance, which recently opened at
~hr. shouping center. She is glad new jobs are com­
lllf!, [0 till' area.

"I think it's great hecnu«: it is II conunutor
tl)":l~." she saul. ·.'Now l livohere ant! work here ...
so It s a whole different world."

Page \1

Developers have big dreams
for PaUerson's future.

••By AMY WHITE
BEE STAFF W~ITER

PATTERSON - Plans to create more
jobs with a large business park west of
town inspire mixed reactions from resi­
dents.

Some fear the business park. with its
predominantly corporate-based jobs, out older ones or will jack up prices II
may change the character of the long- cause BayArea-based residents are us'
time agricultural community. to - and willing to - pay more.

Retired restaurantowner Jackie Wine- "I think it will bring more new COtil 11 I1

gar, 67, who has lived in Patterson most ers, which 1don't think we need," Wit
ofh~r life, is resigned to the changes.But gar added."But you can't keep them f H

she IS not pleased with the idea. ... It's progress."
She's concerned that the new complex Stanislaus County Supervisor 1':1

will "wreck this town." Caruso said that for some, the ch.uu
"It is goodfor the people coming from could be bittersweet. .

the Bay Area, but the people who live "You'll lose a little bit of that stu:
here are used to their little things in ~OWll naval'," he said, "but things arc
Patterson," Winegar said. mg to change. If you look to the futu

She is afraid new businesses will force· SEE PAGE D-2 REACTIO
hopefullythe change will be viewer! as a very posi- '
live one." ----

Planners don't want to giveup lhn rural fed but
feelthe need to create a more diversified economy,
Mayor Rlch Dodds sairl,

"l thlnk that what they arc going tosee is Putlor­
son trying to mature," he said.

SomePatterson residents are lookingIorward to
lhe project.

Carpot layer Antonio Mora, 34, recently moved
toPatterson to be neal' family - anrl because he
couldntlord ahome fur himself, his wife and their
four daughters.

But he still commutes to San Jose.
He'dbe pleasedto gel a carpet-layingjob as part

By JEFF JARDINE
BEESTAFF WRITER

North Carolina developer J. Patrick Gavaghan
set down one condition when he announced his
plans in October 2000 to build a 224-acre business
park west of Patterson.

Oavaghan,president orKeyStone Corp.,said the
$200 million KeyStone Pacific Business Park had
to break ground within 18 months - meaning by
this March- or he might take his grand plans and
his investors elsewhere.

Fact No.1:It won't get started 011 time,primarily
because of delays caused by an insufficient envi­
ronmental impact report that will be redone. The
best-case scenario would have the first shovelful
of dirt turning about a year from now -not next
month. .

Fact No.2: Gavaghan still wants to build the
211·building business park and an accompanying
9lJ7-home subdivision, easing his position on that
deadline.

"It's going to be done," he said.
The deadline, however, served two purposes. It

toldlocalofficialsGavaghanis serious aboutbuild­
ing the park, which he hopes will attract business­
es that support Silicon Valley high-tech indus-
~. +

And the deadline showed him just how serious
local officials were about getting the park built. It
put the onus on the city of Patterson and Stanis­
laus ~ounty to expedite the approval processes,
clearing the way for roads to be built or improved
and water and sewer lines to be extended. '

Patterson and county olflcials have convinced

SEE PAGE 0-2, KEYSTONE

Patterson,
developer
both mean
business
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determined to fix the problem.
Business leaders understand
the importance of a safe and
efficient transportation system.
And they understand that
nothing - or at lQ:ls;t nQthluB
much - can happen without ~
sales tax increase. San Joaqum
County passed such a tax yem:s
ago - a tax that has resulted III

new freeway interchanges and
a string of significant road
irnproverncn fs,

functioning," "It's not
working," were among the
quotes from citizens and elected
officials ina 1998 Bee editorial
critical of StanCOG's
performance.

The agency's policy board, the
editorial stated, "needs to
jump-start (the) staff. It's got to
focus on speeding up the
planning process, getting
projects going and ranking
priorities in the context of
big-picture transportation
needs." "Our roads are too
bumpy and dangerous. We have
money but few plans approved
for improvement. Our patience
is growing thin, and the
public's should be, too," the
editorial concluded.

In the four years since, as
roads have grown more clogged
and tattered, dissatisfaction
with StallCOG has intensified.
And now, a growing chorus of
StanCOG critics seems

, Creating a first-rate
transportation system by
improving current road~a~s ­
and more important, buildmg
new ones - will take money.
Millions upon millions upon
millions of dollars. So much
money, in fact, that the only
feasible way to fund the
necessary improvements is a
sales tax increase specifically
for road and transportation
improvements.

Until Stanislaus County
voters pass a sales tax increase

- a half-cent perd?~I~~;ni~,(.)mrnX
....._·,....__,~,Illl'l'lIft~'\'·,~~_'!-~·"'.;,,:.m·,;:«..'·;.;'.i,,; .•",;, ...

needed - we'll be able to do
little more than slap small
Band-Aids on what is becoming
a bigger and bigger ail~lent.

For change to happen,
Stanislaus County's various
governments, businesses and
industry, and the citizenry
must work together, toward a
common goal.

Unfor tunately, the chance of
that happening is slim

until a key governmental
organization - StanCOG­
undergoes a massive overhaul.

Dissatisfaction with the
Stanislaus Council of
Governments - the regional
transportation agency
composed of represe:ltati~:s of
the county and its nme CItIeS ­
isn't new. In 1998, we heard a
chorus of discontent with
Stan COG after a push for the
half-cent tax increase fizzled.

StanCOG is "asleep ... buried
in process," "It's just 1I0t .

just pokes along
Agency r
. I
umores 1·[.t)' &I ~}

horrid ~

d ilroa s If!
iil

S
tanislaus County's .II
transportatio.n system IS..I
in sad shape. I

H's difficult to '. '"
disagree with that assessment,
especially if you drive a
vehicle, whether a car or a
truck, or whether you're
delivering children to school or
goods to a business.

Stanislaus COWIty needs a
bigger, far better transportation
system, The majority of streets
need to be resurfaced; the
busier boulevards need to be
widened; existing highways
need to be made safer; freeway
interchanges need to be
modernized; and new roadways
and expressways need to be
built.

Moving people and goods
safely and efficiently
throughout our communities
and county is pivotal to our
future - our health is
compromised when gridlocked
cars sit and spew toxms into all'
that already ranks among the
worst in the nation, and our
ability to attract high-wage
employers is hobbled by poor
traffic circulation.

•

+
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J' ut the busJ~less leaders also
D say they will not support a
tax increase for roads until
elected officials who sit on
StanCOG "reinvent" the
organization.

"If it's not broken, it's nearly
broken," said Gary Plummel;,
president and chief executive
officer of the Modesto Chamber
of Comm~rce. "We think it
needs to be completely
overhauled in order to become
eITective."

"We don't want to put more

money into an organization
that hasn't produced results,"
said Jan Ennenga, executive
manager of the Stanislaus
County Farm Bureau.

"Some people have been
asleep at the switch," said
Craig Lewis, who leads an
ad-hoc committee o~busilless

people who evaluate
transportation issues.

Among them are the elected
offlclals who sit on StanCOG's
policy-making board - the
board that we hoped would
tune up the organization in
_19gB.

-I

Some of its members have
changed, but it's still made up
almost entirely of city and
county elected officials. They
are the ones who represent the
rest of us at StanCOGmeetings,
in charge of providing direction
and decision making. And it is
the full membership of each of
the nine city councils and the
Board of Supervisors that
ratifies StanCOG's priorities.
Through a joint powers
agreement, they determine its
design.

So if changes are needed, it's
our elected representatives who
have to make them. The
business transportation
committee has taken the lead in
bringing the issue to public
attention this year. Now it's tip
to those we elected to provide
leadership to do just that. Are
they willing to put, up with the
snail-paced status quo, or do
they want to make things
better?
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turn should ease east-west traffic on
Standiford, West Union and Bangs
avenues.

Comingsoon is a short-term, parti,l} r
to the dangerous Pelantlale-Highway !n
interchange; work is scheduled to st;,rl
when the rainy season is over. Lanes w
be added to help move backed-up trnlfk:
the freeway and onto Pelandale anti Sisl

. Roads. In the meantime, especially rlmi
the holiday shopping season, which dl';!'

so many cars to north Modesto because
its many stores, the potential for a tragi
accident on the clogged freeway remniu.
high.

Fast growth long ago caught up 10 nml
passed the cumbersome planning and
approval process for countywide
transportation needs, and this area has;
lot of catching up to do. Fortunately, cil:
and county policy-makers, prodded hy
business leaders, seem much more

eve
___'0'

J t More beautification progress was mademprovemen S when Callrans teamed up with the
Stanislaus County Workforce Investmentwl-ll heln eCOnOm1) Board, the county and Modesto, The joint

r . 'J effort, aided by a $48,000 grant [rom the

Z-1/1 Modesto avoa Workforce Investment Board, landscaped
I I 1Y1 ~ I L areas along the sound walls that flank

Highway 99south of Kansas Avenue,H ighway 99through Modesto is Caltrans, by the way, also doubled its
becoming safer and better looking. litter pickup efforts along the Modesto

There's still a daunting amount of work stretch of freeway. That, in addition to the
to he done, including upgrading the painting and landscaping of the wooden
several substandard overpasses along soundwall along Sisk Road, means the
Highway99, beginning with the Pelandale Modesto corridor finally is starting to look
Avenue interchange. b tt ItO,ee', 0 ,

That said, the work Caltrans is doing . It's not just Highway 99 that's being
now shouldn't be overlooked. !upgraded. We're seeing progress on several

Crews are building a barrier along the :fronts - from city street repa irs to the
freeway median to prevent another crash :
Iike the one that killed 18-year-old Gerardo:
Medina of Modesto on March 31. A pickup 'preparation of a regional transportation
veered through the median and landed on plan.

fop of his cal'. Double concrete walls, now That's important because good road
being poured between the G Street links are integral to efforts to bring more

overpass and Maze Boulevard, should and better-paying jobs to the area - and interested in the team approach ami are
prevent similar tragedies. ~hen Caltrans high-wage job creation remains this working better together.
is finished, by the end of this month, region's No, 1 priority. ' That is reflected in stronger Stanlslau
barriers will separate the ,northbound and This ear 52 miles of Modesto streets Council of Governments staff work. Just
southbound lanes of the 11l

g
hw.a

y
all the y I'd 1t eliminate rolled out is a fresh countywide. . C t were resea e or repavec 0

way from Whltmore Avenue 111 eres 0 I d tl 1 A, ther 44 miles are transportation plan encompassing 19ron.' '1'd crac cs an po 10 es. .tU10
Kiernan Avenue 111 Sa I a. . h did" . when wOI'I' resumes improvement projects aimed at making. . sc e u e lor repmrs ' \.

Whi1c~ safety is the core.ls~ue, C~ltrans in the spring. The city still has highways safer, less congested and bette:
also responded to aesthet.lc concerns multimillion-dollar road repair backlog, able to support economic development.
initiated by Modest~ b~s111essman Pete but 1'0 tress is accelerating. Projects, most still many years from
Bakker. Instead of upping out the p g constl'lletiolJ, range from widening
oleanders planted in the freeway median, The extension of Pelandale i\v~nlle from Highway 99 to eight lanes between Ceres
not uncommon when a new center barrier Tully Road to McHenry Avenue Jt1S~ i and Salida to much-needed safety
is installed, Caltrans used the double wall opened, linking Pelan~ale to CI~I~'atJl1a ' ill1pro\'(~II1(mts on Highway 132.
design to fence in the flowering shrubs. We Avenue and on to Coffee ~O:J(1. I hat Progress is gaining speed, Let's build o:

I appreciate that. provides another conne:tlOl1 bet",:een the momentum, literally.
Highway 99 and the rapidly growing .
northeast quadrant of the city. Al:~l that 111



StanCOG is makingprogress ontransportation
Soon, lighted crosswalks, curb
ramps, pavement markings, new
sidewalks, traffic signs, and
flashing beacons will guide our
students safely across the streets to
school ',' ..

StanCOG advised and assisted our cities in
applying for federal Safe Routes to Schools
program funds to improve student safety on
streets near public schools. Our members
received $1.9 million in funds which
represent an unprecedented significant
portion of this federal fund coming to our
region. Soon, lighted crosswalks, curb
ramps, pavement markings, new sidewalks,
traffic signs and flashing beacons will guide
our students safely across the streets to
schooL '

As a regional planning agency, StanCOG
addresses Issues that impact our

communities. One issue in particular came
to our attention as a result of a Central
Stanislaus Freight Study that was conducted
last year. The study reaffirmed that the
Highway 132 Job Center is a major driver of
the region's economic engine.

The center is located south of Yosemite
Boulevard, north of the Tuolumne River and
east of Highway 99 in Modesto and
Stanislaus County. The area includes the
Beard Industrial Park on the east and the
E.&J. Gallo Winery on the west. The area
provides 18,000 year-round and 49,000 peak
season food-processing jobs in the county.

Our study found that 15,000 trucksmove
through the Beard Industrial Park every
(111$'. ".·.."HnR h·..mf' "'~IJ"",,,tioll Rli h·.,..IHl
move through downtown Modesto and Ceres
to reach Highway 99.Pedestrian traffic,
cross traffic, rail crossings and
non-synchronized traffic signals cause delays
in the 'movement of goods and services to the

By CHARLES M.TURNER

Alittle over a.year ago, Kirk.Lind.sey, then
l..a new appointee to the California

Transportation Commission, told the
Stanislaus Council uf Governments that
reaching consensus on the region's top
transportation priorities would be its most
important task for the year. He was right.
Now,let'slp.Q~ back at the slgniflcant

. progress we've made by consensus and note
StanCOG's accomplishments last year.

Of major importance, stanCOG has
updated the Regional Transportation Plan, a
lung-range blueprint which serves as the
region's master plan for funded
transportation projects.

The 2001 RTP includes 19major
transportation improvement projects
primarily aimed at maintaining Highway 99

iii and Highway 132 and making them safer,
• less congested, and more supportive of

economic development.
The eight "baseline" projects carried over

from the 1993 RTP and 11 additional priority
projects represent total spending of $862.1
million of federal and state transportation
funds over a 25·year period.

The baseline projects have already
recei ved some funding and are in various
stages of development and represent
improvements to Highways 99,132, 120, 108
and 219. StanCOG has submitted the
Regional 'I'ransportation Plan to the slate as
required by law.

Also in 2001, StanCOG distributed and
helped put to work nearly $40 million in
federal and state funds to its members. To be
specific, StanCOG delivered projects using
more than 100 percent of its share of
Regional Surface Transportation Program
am! Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality
Program federal funds.

Monies were used ill a variety of ways,
from operating public bus and transit
ity"ttl/ll., fllt1l'B p ..Uuu.... *h "' ....' ."R..~, .. /iIj1~

streets, purchasing vehicles that reduce air
pollution, building a bicycle and pedestrian
crossing along Highway 99, and beautifying
our highways and streets with new
landscaping.

• ..

Highway 99 corridor. These delays add lip to
750,000 hours of wasted transportation l;me,
transportation costs, and productivity losses.
Moreover, the safety and all' quality for
people living in adjacent conununlt ies nrc
impacted by the henvy truck Iraffit-.

Our challenge is to find a way to movr
goods and services safely and elTIciently
through the Highway 132 Job Center area,
without compromising the quality of life in
neighboring communities. Weare now
addressing tilis challenge. 1 h.ive proposed,
ami the StallCOG Policy Board has
approved, the implementation of Plan
Implementation Project team,

T he PIP team is a collaborative effort
comprised of representatives from

StanCOG, Building Industry Association,
Caltrans, Ceres and Modesto chambers fIr
commerce, Farm Bureau, Manufacturers
Council and the Stanislaus Economic
Development Corporal ion, as well as elocted
officials from Stanislaus County, Ceres and
Modesto.

Our objective is to come up with viable
solutions and an action plan for
implementation of a project tu address the
movement of goods and services along
Highway 132.

The team will utilize the coruploled studies
and available fiscal resources and facilitate
coordination between public agencies and
the private enterprises to "Iast-track" a
project designed to address community
concerns while encouraging economic
gl'owth in the targeted area.

It is Illy hope that through this
collaborative effort, we can develop a more
streamlined and timely process that could hi
applied to other' regional transportation
problems. The results of this PIP team effort
should be available by the end of Illy term a:
chair of StunCOG.

Turner is chaIrman or lhe Stanislaus Duunel' 0'
Governments Policy Board, a regional planning
agency comprising elected representatives from
Ceres, Hughson, Modesto, Newman, Oakdale,
Patterson, Riverbank, Turlock, Waterford and !'.t:ln
slaus County.
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county pursuing grants
By JEFF JARDINE

BEE STAFF WRITEJ1

Five cities and Stanislaus
County have applied for a total
of more than $2.26 million in
state grant money to improve
roads and services.

Theapplicatiol1s are part of
the state's $12 million Central
ValleyInfrastructure Grant pro­
gram. Recipients will be an­
nounced in February.

The money can be used to en­
hance economic development in
rural cities in the San Joaquin
Valley. Each city couldapply for

up to $400,000 to develop or reo
pair streets, roads, sewers, utili.
ties, telecommunications or oth­
er projects.
I!I Stanislaus County applied

fOI $400,000 for road improve­
ments for business parks,

• Hughson requested $400 000
~o extel~d its drainage system'for
llldustrlal parks.

• ~ewman requested $400,000
~u bmlct, roads and wells for an
lIldustl'1al park.

• Ttl~'lock appliedfor $400,000
for busl11ess construction.

• Oakdale requested $2G2.500

tobuild roads and traffic signals
within its redevelopment area.

Charline Speck, president of
the Stanislaus CountyEconomic
Development Corp., said she be­
lieves all of the proposals have
an excellentchance of receiving
fundsbecausethere wereonly41
applications statewide. In all, 30
will receive grants.

SCEDCO hired a consultant to
help the cities write thelr grant
applications.

Bee stall writerJeff Jardine can be
reached at 578·2383 or jjardine@
modbee.com.

Condit helped veterans

I ,for one, find it notewo.rthY
that out of more than 500

electedofficials in Congress,
only one of them introduced a
bill to have Uncle Sam honor
his commitment to provide
promised medical coverage for
those of us who served in the
military.

The United States closed
many bases where I once
received military medical
treatment. Nowas a retiree,
my wife and I are covered by
Tricare For Life because we
have Medicare Part B, so I feel
well-taken care of. .

And I attribute it in part to
Rep.Gary Condit.In large part,

really. So, I hnpo the veterans
see this tho way I do.

ALSTON LEVESqUE
Modesto

Poverty and affordability

I read with interest the
column of Dec. 13by Edward

Taczanowsky of the Building
Industry Association. 1must
dispute onc of the premises.
Citing affordable housing as an
argument against preserving
prime farmland is a red
herring. Much of the affordable
housing built is either
apartments or lower-priced
homes on very small lots, a
practice that proponents of
farmland preservation have
promoted for years. If cities
and counties would increase
the housing density of all
residential zoning categories,
we could house many more
peoplewith less land.

Secondand more
importantly, housing is less
affordable in Merced County ­
not because it is too expensive.
It is less expensive because
most of our residents are poor.
Houses in Merced County cost
a fraction of what they do in
Bay Area connnunities. You
can build the least expensive
houses in the state, and if
peoplehave little money, those
houses will be unaflordable,

The BIA'shousing
affordability indexes are used
mainly as arguments against
strict zoning, growth controls
and having to pay for impacts
on schools and other services.
If you 'compare homes in
Mercedand Stanislaus
Counties to a community like
Livermore, they are a real
bargain. The building
industry's own real estale
advertisements in Bay Area
papers will attest to that.

MAXWELL NORTON
UC Cooperative Extension

Merced

+
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•

••

Fm:illg lhe lrull, Is 1I111 ens)',
fill' Ihi, pnper or for collllllunity
le:ulers, II's a Ilim,,"1t
ualnllcingact: We lVanl III
supporlllur hallie regloll, allli
celehrale Its finer I'llinls. Yet
WI! "nll'l glllSS OVl'r lhe fael lIml
poverly nlHt ul1l"rnpluyuwlIl al'p'

d:unnginga Int 01lives here.
W~ need 10pnullcizr IIwl

renlily 10help ~pul' change,
ul'cnlls~ (ononen, ~,eop'e ill
\mWUJ' hnv" u ..hlll· .. ,lnff'.H' ,." .

<Ire 1011 cOllll'lac'(,lIt to (h:!IIHlIlll

illlprovement UlIIII presseel 10
do so.

Whell'I'he Ikl' Ialllenls lo<:nl
\loveI'll',e1erellllers 01Ihe slntlls
qoo ollrll I'rply, "Wh,,1 ahonl
the pl'osp~rillg th,WJ1Iown?" as
if Ullr can alour. for t11f~ olhnI' or
cnlleellhe 011",,· onl.

Till:' whllie pidurtt is mixed,
cOlllpllenl",I: gllodlhillgs
h:ll'pf"'11 n1HIIJ:lt! trr:!lIl.ls
cuntinue.

waues
allli

? sI';]sOlIaI
work which
I,rrpelllnles
poverty nml
underemploymeul.

'1'0 rf!lyon ngriculture
ns the r~gioll'S Cl~Ollnll1ic

f~nlcrpiec~ is 10arfepl Ihe
donble·djgitunelllploYlllenl:nlll
<lsironolllkalpoverly rail'S lhal
c1mracleri7.e rannlug
('olllll1uuilies throughout
CnHrornia.

The nnswef lies iu
diversifying lhe lor<lll'flllloIilY.

Clillging III the Slilhlsqllo is n
?'gl'O.5~ lI\icw:lITiilgl~ of}Jlarwilll.!.,

•••
'I'ruo, nut all area resklcnts

nrr <lnalifie,1 lor mhldle.class.
high·wagecmployurout.
Consus-takera loullll n
depressing if unsnrprising Inek
or cdnralion in the l'al1l'y: in
Slanislaus Counly, only U~

percent of residcllts hnve high
sdllloidiplonms,

Clearly, loday's puulic
schools re11llire Clllllprehensive'
illlprovelll~n!. Tlml said, 1I1:IIIY
or Ihe woes in vnlley
c1nssruolllS are Ilir~clly linked
to lhl' high child pOWI'll' rall!­
whirh ~(Jl'~ hllCk. ngnill, to

palents whuarc lIU· u1'
underelllployed.

• • •

mpaule graduates. In r:u~l, a
Stocklnnrompulor training
school has quit olferillg
crl'lirienlioll CI"II'~r~ Ior
computer lecbnlclans because
lhe grruluates can't Ilnd jobs in
the valley, f

•••

Stepping stones out of poverty
Valley can
no longer

jJIV01Jer on
ag alone

I\lenllwhil~, whallluollllhe
IllcnlYllulhs who grmlunte rrolll
high schoul, I~al'~ rur collrge
alHl uUi/uiltely seltle in plilces
whrre nnilncinlol'l'ortunHy
alltl higlqmying jous nn! fnr
more plr!lllifullltan ill the!
valley?

We',1 nlso like 10see the
lhollsmu.ls or Sianisiaus ('llllllly
COlllllllllel's who dl'iv~ dnily 10
hl."t. ',tj,lW' ...,11.. hot t.hf! Ul'-Y.Ai'''R
-- n.IJ"" In Ihl' Silicon Valley
nlulle ..- joill Ihe 'ocalwork
fOITe. !llli they obviollsly wOlild
lI"edjoll prospet:lshere.
~4/~

Inolllh,""nrollmeIl1 Is up in 5 _..1:hennswr,' dues nollie In
'''lI1ll'utl'I'lrniniug I'lll~rmIlS,.> ngrielllture. Fan1l11lg has n
amI nlore prlvnlelj' rim :< valllaule role alld heritage here,
VU4.~;l(jl.lllal ctlucnliol1 sl'hools ;) mul we support pr(lsel'villg I

n!"{' h'at'hhtg lc'ehllicnl skill~ in '} II1Udl (If thp. prime r.oil in the
Mlllieslo." ) valley. BlIllhe nip sicleof Ihr

Stllllllh great. ul1lit wr read J.? [nuning coin 3mll"t'Intpfl food
on: Tile pruillem is a 'nek of processillgjobs is Ihis: MlIl.'h of
Inen' jou prnCoI'''ds fUI the . agrluusilleF' invulves lllw

~

It gOl'S Imck '0 lh~ snying lhnl
gi\rin/.! SOtlJeOlWa fish fr.efls hill1
for n day, wherms I~ndlillg
• 11l"...... Ut Ituw t" n,.h ,',.,,...tlt hhn

10"" Iifetlllle.
The prolllrill in Ill!' vnllry is

Iher~ aren'l rnllugh places hen!
10fish.

As The [I"r rrpl)rted Inst

CeIlSIl' ,lain have c.'ollnnlled
whnt lou runnyInenl

1,,:tIlers hnsl"n to duwllplnyor,
worse y~l, drny: Thr peupl~ of
till.' Nnrtherll 8:m ,lWllfllill
Vnlley1':lrn less mUlIey. have
lrss "CUlllllllic o)lpllrlllllilyand
In,,' )loveI'll' ill grrnler
111111111,,1" thnn mnsl ulhor
Amrri,'nlls,

IIISlnnlslnns Couuty, a
sl"gg~rillg 311 per,'rlll 01
('hlltlrrn untler n~fI' 5 live ill
pltvrrly, acconllllg Iu Census
,Inla gnlherpd ill 211UO mill
,f'l"a'rd lnst tuuulh.

(,hrw onlhal rur a mlnuto,
'l'hnl's nearly ,III 1,,'rel'lIl - or
[wn out of ever,' nve chlklrnn,

I'","'rly Is a mlllplrx and
,hnll"II/:illgproblem. mill
turning our vulleyof Ihe poor
ililo a vnlleyof pnl.<I,rrHy will
lake l'nmplcx nl1ll dmlll'ugilig
s"hllions,

IJlllmosl or Ihesl' ki"s hllinv
are illl)loverishedb~callse Ih~ir
pnll'nls are eilh~r unempluyed
or nnderempluyed.

AlIlllhalbrings bnck, onre
ngaill, to jobs.

,Juhsaren'l Ihl' only kry tll
w""lu'ning lhe grllll grip or
pov~rly, uu\ they lIIay 101'11 iiI'
lhe sln~le llIos1 fmport"n! 0111'.

.1oh~ nrc whnt 1.Jrip~ broad
prll.<prrlty 10a COllllllllllily or n
rl'gillil. ,Iohsme wlml interrupt
Ihr cyril' orl'ovcrly,low
rxpcdnliollS, low adlicl'clllcnl
nll,llIInre poverly. ,Joltsnre
whnt lhis I'nlley need. above nil
Plse.



* THE VOICE OF THE VALLEY

Business leaders__ 0. • __ .__ _

. --

blast agency

fore the voters.
"Youjust don't put a lax Oil peo­

ple when they're struggling to
stay afloat," he said.

Meanwhile, the Council of Gov­
ernments has hired a consultant
to prepare a memo to Caltrans,
outlining the council's options
for hiring contractors other
than Caltrans to build road
projects. That would be possible
only if the county had a half'!tent
sales lax, Dickson said.

Business leaders said they do
not know the cause but that the
problems are obvious: no major
projects in recent years and a
poor meeting attendance record
by policy board members.

"Some people have been asleep
at the switch," Lewis said,

At the last meeting, 100£16 poli­
cy board members showed. The
members aro all five county su­
pervisors, Sabatino and two oth­
er Modesto City Council mem­
bel'S, and one representative
from each of the other eight cit­
ies in the county.

DIom agreed that his col­
leagues need to be more in­
volved. "Some of the board mem­
bers who want to make a change
probably should have been more
active themselves in the leader­
ship," he said.

fONTINUED FROM A·1
IhA MQdpRtp ChAmLol' pf COIW

merce. "We think it needs to be
completely overhauled in order
to become effective."

Business leaders want im­
proved and new roads to help
move people and goods through
the county, something that they
say would help bring the kind of
economic development that the
community needs.

------rrhebusiness people have "jlot -DIckson plans to meet' with
Stanislaus govenlillent council ; given the transportation council Leja on Thursday. Leja could not

. . • ' a deadline, but they say major be rea~hed for conuucnt. .
criticized for unfinished roadwork projects need to be built before Stanlslaus County Supervisor

giving support to the tax. Nick Blom, WI,lO serves on tl~e
Craig Lewis heads an ad-hoc StanCOG Polley Board, said

committee of business people board members should not make
who study transportation is- hasty changes. "There's got to be
sues. He said the Council of Gov- some good cause."
ernments needs to get "one in He also said that there is.no
the ground and two ready to go:' hurry on the sales tax, saymg
before the agency earns his sup- that the economy needs to UIl­
port. prove before the issue is put be-

Meanwhile, Sabatino said peo­
ple are calling for changes in the
council's leadership. .

"You can't blame the leader­
ship entirely," he said. "(Execu­
tive Director) Gary Dickson is a
good planner. But he doesn't get
any roads built."

Tuesday, Dickson said the di­
rector's job needs to be on the
line any time that an agency is
perceived as not performing.

Lewis, president of Prudential
California Realty, criticized the
agencYttwo weeks ago, and after-

• ward Dickson indicated to the
state that his "job is on the line."

He wrote in a recent e-mail to
California Department of Trans­
portation officials that "some­
thing is wrong with a system
where (Caltrans) has almost all
of the staff resources and Stan- ,
COGgets almost all of the blame
when those staff resources do

SEE PAGE~·18, TAX not perform."
"I have no desire to fall on a

sword for somebody else's
screw-ups," lie said Tuesday.
P~pkRgll ;olmt thQ ll'lnnH ttl

Mark Le]a, director of Caltrans
District to. and others.

"StanCOG is being held ac­
countable by our community for
the failure of Caltrans to deliver
major (state transportation im­
provement) projects!" he wrote.

"The community wan ts
progress, or failing that, a scape­
goat, and it looks Iike it may be
us, or more specifically, me."

By MELANIE TURNER
BEE STAFF WRITER

Stanislaus County business leaders say they will .
not sup~ort a half-~ent sales tax for roads untilelect.
ed officials who SIt on the region's transportation
l~lannlllg agency board "reinvent" the 0 . '.tion, 1galllza

Modesto Association on Tuesday.
A halr-cent transportation sales t<LX, something

that most Northern California counties have
would require two-thirds support to pass. '

Business leaders, who also believe that Novem­
ber 1.S too soon f~r a tax vote, complain that the
Stanlslaus Council of Governments has not com.
pleted any major road projects in 13 years.

"If it's not br~kcn, it's nearly broken," said Gary
Plummer, presirlent and chief executive officer of

"yvedon't want toput more money into an or --:­
zation that h.asn't produced results" said J gaElll­
nenga ex tl ,< an' n­
Farm B :c~ IV: 1ll~~ager ofthe Stanislaus County
f G ureau, 1eferring to the Stanislaus Council

o overlllnents.

n::stI~~l~fl,lnllge time
l,
Modes~o Mayor Carmen Sabati-

a sa es tax lIlcrease for d 1
thotgh he believes that a vote in NoveI~~b~rswOl~d
e 00 SOUll to gather enough support.

Instead, Sabatino wants the vote to b . th
spr: ng of ~~03, he told members of the DO~:~OWl~

--



County, landowner
at odds over zoning

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 99-1009 .

The following person Is doing business CIS:

JA GROVER CONSTRUCTION 3606 Dakota Av­
enue, Modesto, CA 95358.

AJ GOVER CONSTRUCTION, INC. 3606
Dakota Avenue, Modesto, CA 95358.

. This business Is conducted by:
. a corpora lion.

The registrant commenced to transact busi­
ness under the flctilious business name or
names listed above on 10(1/90.

The type of business being conducted: .
nla.
Statement expires five years from the dote 11
was filed.
JOHN A, GROVER. PRESIDENT
MAY 30, JUNE 6. 13, 20. 1999

Not everyone agrees sh/o'Z-
L ike Steve Blinkenstaff, I~;o

question the statements
attributed to Councilman Bruce
Frohman in The Bee regarding the
"Beckwith Triangle." I wouldlike to
know how he can, in good
conscience, state that the majority of
peoplewho live in the area do not
want the Beckwith Triangle annexed
to the city of Modesto.

Personally, I don't know what the
majority of people who live in the
area feel on this matter. What I do
know is that Frohman has never
contacted my parents, who live on a
23-.ac.re farm in the triangle, for their
0pII1l0n. And as a part-owner of this
property, I know he also hasn't asked
me, but I'm guessing'that Illyopinion
isn't very important, because I don't
live in the area.

Questionable statements aside I
believe it is only a matter of tin{e
before the area is developed. One
would have to be in denial not to
realize the prime freeway access the
area provides, and how desirable
that feature is when businesses
search for building sites.

I suggest that planning'for this
development is not only prudent, but
o .."nnU"l~ if thn'·l1 , ....ny httl.a Dr tll.l.
development being done in an
intelligent manneL'. .

HOD KOOTSTRA
Ripon

ByJOHN HOLLAND
BEE STArF WRITER

In 1999, Larry Turner started
keeping his big concrete pump­
ing trucks on a wedge of land
next to northwest Modesto.

Stanislaus County officials
now are trying to force out the
rigs, on the grounds that the
business violates the county's
policyof'keeplngthearea in agri­
culture.

Tuesday, the BoardofSupervi­
SOl'S rejected Turner's request
for a change in countywide zon­
ing to allow the trucks. He plans
to pursue another option - reo
zoning just his five acres - but
the board might not like that, ei­
ther.

"The primary reason is a use
that is incompatible with agri­
culture," said Jan Ennenga,exec­
utive manager of the.Stanislaus
County Farm Bureau.

Turner owns D&L Concrete
Pumping.Hekeeps six trucks on
thesite, a triangle betweenDako­
ta Road and the Union Pacific
Railroad tracks along Highway
99. No concrete is kept there.

The site is part of a 1,040-acre
area, just south of Salida and
west of Modesto, that has been
under debate for several years.

The Modesto City Council in
, 1995 designated the area for like­

ly annexation and development
by 2025. The council is rethink­
ing that move,in part becauseof
traffic concerns, in part because
the county has kept the land
zoned for agriculture.

Turner's land is zoned A-2, as
is most of the farmland in the
county. This label allowsowners
to seek permits for uses related
to farming, such as farmworker
housing, small food-processing
plants, wholesale nurseries and
produce markets, It.also allows
applications for some uses unre­
lated to agriculture but still cus­
tomAry in rurnl arans such ns
SChOOlS, churches and landl'ills.

The county planning staff ar­
guedthat storing concrete-pump­
ingtrucks should not beaddrxl to
the list.

"It's a broad-basedcontracting
business, not directly agricul­
ture-related," planner Bub
Kachel said.

Turner S11 id he start,,!] storing

the trucks without knowing it
was a zoningviolation. An 311011·
ymous tip, he said, prompted the
Planning Department to order
that he move the trucks. Turner
said a moveis impractical, so he
is likely to go out of business if
his site is not made legal.

His attorney, Brett Jolley of
Stockton, said the proposedzon­
ing change would be narrow: It
would apply only to sites of four
to 10 acres and allow no more
than 10 commercial trucks at a
time per site. The land could 110t
be covered by the state Willlam­
sonAct.whichcuts property tax­
es for land kept in fanning.

The owner would have to ask
for a permit from the county,
which couldattach conditions or
reject the truck parking out­
right.

The rezoning request Is scheduled
to go to the Planning Commission
on June 6.The Board of Supervi·
sors could make a final decision In
August.



Council Jwants
~---" .-._-- -.. _-

housinn ideas_...• --

Barely one·fourth ;11 state can
afford to buy a home.

Page 0-4

The city is getting ready to work 011

a state-required plan to address this
and other housing issues, and it
wants tohear people's ideas.
. Saturday will be the first ofa series
of workshops where people can talk
with the Modesto City Council about
housing concerns.

The workshops come as the city

Modesto seeks ideas on
promoting affordability

By MELANIE TURNER
BEE STAFF WRITER

To many people struggling to buy
homes, Modesto's biggest housing
problem is obvious:

It's a market with a small supply of
homes that are much cheaper than
ones in the BayArea, but more expen­
sive than many people in Modestocan
afford.

!& *.. ,"'&$4;;;4* :;; UiW = ....ww,w.,

SEE PAGE B-2, HOUSINI~

be home buyers, Galvez said. People
are being priced out oftlte rental mar
ket, too, he added.
"M~U1Yof our local residents are hav­

ing to find housing in other parts of
the valley.Iike Merced and Turlock,"
he said.

City officials will look at existing
and projected housing needs find iden­
tify barriers to housing to help policy
makers determine what needs to Uf!

done.
The city's housing element is part of

starts to update Its housing goals.The
sessions are scheduled well in ad­
vance of a December 2003deadline to
update the city's housing goals and
policies.Moreworkshopsare planned
for the fall. .

"We're just trying to be proactive
and get some good direction Irom the
council for this massive effort, so we
have at least some understanding of
community and council concerns,"
said Miguel Galvez, an associate city
planner.

The problem isn't limited to would-._._---",----;-'- _.._._.-.-

.es HOUSING: Workshop willhe

rk- present possible strategies •
ra-
lis

CONTINUED FROM B-1 "Wehave lots ofjobs that don't
lid its overall general plan, a blue- pay people enough to afford a
He print for the city's long-term de- house in our comm uni ty,"
nd velopment goals and policies. Galvezsaid.
al- State law requires local govern- Landlords, neighborhood
ie- menIs to update their housing el- groups, homeless people, busl-
\0- ements every five years. ness owners, developersand rep-

ile
The goalwillbe tofind outhow resentatives of nonprofit agen-

le-
many homes should be built in cies have been invited to Satur-

ng
the next five years and of those, day's workshop. Anyone else
how many will La for people of

:lP d lfferont income levels, with an interest In housing in

On Saturday, planners will Modesto call attend as well.
v-
III

present an array of strategies The workshop will be from 9 a.m, to
that could be used to address the noon Saturday in the Stanislaus

III projected population growth and River Room at Modesto Centre Pia-
the lack of affordable housing. za. Plan to arrive at 8:30 a.m. for

1e Thecouncil might want toseek check-in and refreshments. For

:k to attract better-paying jobs as rl more information, call the city's

Js way to help people afford homos Community and Economic Develop-
here, for example. ment Department at517-5267.



'8-6 The Modesto Bee ••••

~ The
-~ Modesto Bee
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and cartoons are those of the
authors and artists.

OUR VIEWS

N!.1f1/l1S- e- ..
Opportumty npe
to cultivate jobs

Economic development officials have a plum
opportunity to refocus, regroup and rethink

their approach to job creation in Stanislaus County.
Job growth remains the No.1 priority in the

Northern San Joaquin Valley; only a broad mix of
well-paying jobs, underpinned by comprehensive
education and training, can slash the region's
shameful unemployment and poverty rates,

Business as usual will not bring improvement.
However, the Stanislaus County Economic
Development Corp. - in whatever form it takes
when and if it merges with the Workforce .
Investment Board - soon will have a fresh slate. It
will have a new office at Tenth Street Place and a
new president, preferably a proven leader from
outside the Northern San Joaquin Valley­
someone with no stake in defending the choices
SCEDCD and other local officials have made in the
past.

That new leader would well-serve the public by
staking out a new, independent direction, and by:

• Pl'opnring an nct iori agendn and mnltins it

public. What are the organization's priorities? How
will it achieve them?

• Quitting the cycle of repetitive studies, and
looking outward instead of inward. The pattern of .
study has become almost comical; as Bee reporter
Jeff Jardine wrote last month in a special report on
the valley's economy, "Those entrusted with
economic development have commissioned study
after study over the years, and are now studying the
results of all the previous studies." Instead, how
about actively examining - and emulating - other
counties that successfully have courted new
industry?

• Shifting SCEDCO from a tool of government to
an ann of the private sector. Although technically a

+ nonprofit organization, SCEDCO is almost entirely
dependent on Stanislaus County and its cities for
funding. As a result, it is unduly swayed by
government officials, particularly the county Board
of Supervisors. . .

• Completing the long planned merger of seEDCO
and the Workforce Investment Board. The worthy
idea behind the WIB was to pump the private sector
into economic development planning. It's time to get
the merger done so that it stops draining time and
focus from the core mission of job creation,

That mission has drawn support - in concept if
not in detail - from a spectrum of community
leaders, including elected policymakers, area

II business leaders, the Building Industry Association,
• the Modesto Chamber of Commerce, The Bee and
~;~.

many others.
The consensus is there. This county needs an

infusion of high-wage jobs. If economic development
officials can seize the opportunity to regroup and
becom·e more effective in job cultivation, they will
earn broad support from the public and community.



retirement, yet this is discounted because If you thought Ceres grew fast
they also gave part of their bodies for their in 1989 and 1990, hold onto your
country. hats. A state agency is forecasting

In many cases this involves veterans who that Ceres will need to crank out
served in World War II, Korea and ,4,000 homes by 2008, or an aver-
Vietnam and in doing so sacrificed not age of 571 homes pCI' year.
only part of their bodies but also years of But Ceres is not the only city'
separation from their families. that will have to tical with how to

This is the only group of civil servants accommodate such growth being
that is penalized for being disabled. An forecast by the state Department
other civil servants can and do collect both of ,Ho~sing and Community
their earned retirement and also for tl~cir . Development. Every city and
llisability. Yet, they did not put their lives hamlet in Stanislaus County will
on the line in combat. They did not sit in d
those foxholes in miserable conditions nee to find 1'0011I for 42,000 new
wondering if they were going to be alive homes between 2000 and 2008,
when the sun came up. So, I ask the While the numbers arc still
question: Why do these civil servants fl~id 'and expected to change,
deserve both and veterans do not? CIty Council members were

To deny this on the sole basis of what it shocked with the J~IlWS at their
is going to cost is just an excuse. For Dec. 17 meeting,
example:If a foreign country needs money. Randy Hatch, Ceres' director
(in the billions) Congress always seems to' . pfJ;)latHling and. Community
rind the llloney.If there is a disaster such. 7'D~lopl11tnl;said571 units-per
as a hurricane floods or wildfires the yeiu, completely blows the cur-
government cdn always find the billi?n,s?f'; .,,:.~ent growth cycle out of the'
dollars to give ~o those ~eople. Ev~n if It IS :t., water. Right now Ceres is.cxperi- .'
an earthquake 111 a foreign COU~ltlY " d !"':". encing- an average of 130.new 1
Congress always sends money and at, . ", '. residential units per year. . ."."."'.'

I am not saYlllg that some of these causes. .' 1" . I " ,. .

t
. taut: they should be helped . ' () give t ie council an Idea, of

are no impor , . how t tl 1 4 0What 1am saying is that veterans, and '.' grea a grow 1 eye e .U 0
what they did for the country, are just as r~pr.e~ents. "Ha~.ch told them to
important as those foreign countries or envision twoeastg.ate master
people choosing to live in those coastal . p~an areas. Eastgatc IS the plan-:
areas, or near rivers, or in forests. v~hat· rung area for ,the land between
tho vO!<"'mlll "live for freedom often IS Hatch and W.lnlli'ore and Boothe
forgoltcn or Ignored Just beo:;nUIlD ~1Il'>Y .1" " ..., ,r.. "" , , ..."",.\
nut have a large enough voting bloc,. "Wc've never 'grown that fast ..

Don't you think it is tune to correct this commented Public Works Dircc-
very obvious discrimination? tor Joe Hollstein. who recalled

E M "JOE" UNDEHWOO.c· '. . Modest< the Day Area commuter induced
booth of 1989-90:

'RIAL HOARD

Disabled veterans ignored

I n the news lately there has been a big
uproar over the marriage penalty tax. I

agree that this is wrong and should be
~:orre~ted. However, there is a much larger '
inequity and the political parties do not
say ope thing about it, because the voting
bloc IS so small. Because of this bloc is so
small, the majority of our representatives
do not care about those veterans that gave
so much to keep our county free.

These veterans have given part of.
themselves for their country and what do
they get in return? They have to sacrifice
part of their retirement payment in order
to receive their disability compensation.
They worked and served their country for
more than 20 years and earned a =0 fi!..

.;). ').. .

')..00 \

J

Growth I
boom
to hit? ..
l)~t I~(ZLOl
By JEFF BENZIGER
Editorof The Ceres (Cafif.)
Courier ".

"Challenge it." a t I"M ." s i1rt cu
ayar Enc Illgwcrsoll t ILl

Hatch after he broke til 0'1'" ,1\ C news.

P
' he stale DeJ1artnl'~lIl uf
mance's Po I"U . pu unon Research
llI,t actually does thc populatit1n

project, StanCOG the St . 1C .' • anrs aus
. ~.unctl of.Govcrnmcnre, is in
ch,.ugc of UIVIUllIg up the nuni­
bels among thc nine citi
the count I ICS and, y.

Ceres will be I' .., ewntlllg its
housing elcment of the C '
G I ' . crcs

enera Plan III 1-2 Y .'II h cats and

b
WI . ave. to plug the new num­
ers 1Il10 It.

"T~e state, as a whole .
showlIIg a ' ' IS. " . great deal of popula-
non, said Hatch "and tl' ,b ' • uu s
ccausc our economy is still ' .,

strong .' \CI)
'". '. not withstanding maybe
we IC III a recession maybe for

See 'COUNCIL,' pg. 3

Council
From page 1-··---­

the.first year or two of this time
pe:l.od. But their population pro­
jccuon models show that we'll
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County
studies
link to ~
trains~
Commuters tout need to
extend Bay Area rail
connection to Modesto

By JOHN HOLLAND
BEE STAFF WRITER

At5a.m.each weekday, John Vegas
boards a bus in Modesto that takes
him to the edgeofLathrop, where he
switchestoa train and rides tohis job
in San Jose.

How much nicer it wouldbe, Vegas
said, if he could simply board the
tra in in Modesto.

A study released last week says a
Stanislaus County branch of the rail
line, the Altamont Commuter Ex­
press, wouldbe worth pursuing even
with its high cost - as much as $288
million.

"It's talked about a lot," said Vegas,
a homicide investigator in Santa
ClaraCounty. "The peopleon the bus
and train talk about how it wouldbe
moreconvenientif(the train) wentall
the way through."

The county Board of Supervisors
voted to have a more detailed study
doneover the next year or two. If the
neededmoneycame through, the ser-
vice could start in as little as four
years, said George Stillman, county +
public works director.

ACE, establishedin 1998, runs three
wtlWIHI1<Hl!l 111f1l'I1i".. h'fl'"'' flt'\~l thrc;>p.eastbound evemng trams eacn weex-
day.Thestops includeStockton, Man­
teca-Lathrop, Tracy, Livermore,
Pleasanton,Fremont and San Jose.

AboutHi percentofACE's 2,000 or so
dailyriders live inStanislaus County,
thestudysays.Somedrive totheMan­
teca-Lathrop station. Some get there
on a Modesto city bus from Vintage
Faire Mall.

'I'he study says three daily round
trips on the Stanislaus branch could
draw an addHionnl1,450 riders to the
service.

The state last year provided $8 mil­
lion for initial work on the branch,
The study estimates the total capital

SEE PAGE 8·2, RAIL
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cost for twooptions:

• $177.3 million if the trains
ran on the UnionPacificfreight
track along Highway 99, with
stops in Turlock, Ceres, Modes­
to,Salida, Manteca and Lathrop.
The advantage is that this track
is in place. The disadvantage is
that manyfreight trains already
use it.

• $288.2 million if the passen­
ger trains ran on the existing
track between Turlock and
Modesto, then onnewtrack near
Highway 132 to Vernalis and on
a little-used freight track along
Highway 33 toTracy.This route
would have less conflict with
freight trains, could pick up
West Side residents and could
have a rail connection to Los
Banos.

The costs would include loco­
motives, coaches, stations and
track work Thesources ofmon­
ey include the state and federal
governments, whichhave boost­
ed their rail budgets in the last
few years.Anotheroptionisask­
ingcountyvotersto increasethe
sales tax.

The study estimates the
branch's operating cost at $8.4
million to $11 million a year for
three round trips a day. A third
to half of this could be covered
by fares.

"The trains have some fairly
high initial costs, but the prob­
lemwith our freewaynetworkis
that freeways are getting very
congested and constrained,"
Stillmansaid.

Freewayimprovements are ex:
pensive, too.A tentative planfor
Highway 99 includes$90 million
for widening betweenCeresand
Salida,plus $238 millionfor five
new or improved interchanges
ill Ihl1t Olll'flll'lA'

Advocates of'rallsay it reduces

air pollution and the amount of
land needed forparkillg cars. Ve­
gassawanother advantageas he
lookedout on Highway 99before
dawn last Tuesday.

"Today was so foggy, people
whodrovecrawledon the road,"
he said.

ExistingACE serviceis mostly
on a secondary Union Pacific
line. The Stanislaus branch
would be al least Illlrlly on the
busy main line through the Cell­
tral Valley.meaning that double
tracking, signal improvements
and other work would be need­
ed.

John Bromley, director ofpub­
lic affairs at UnionPacifichead­
quarters in Omaha, Neb., said
planners ofthe newACE branch
have had "very preliminary"
talks with railroad officials.

"Wehave to be made whole so
that whatevertheydodoesn't lm-

pact our freight business," he
said.

The county already has
Amtrak passenger service ­
four round trips a day between
Bakersfield and Oakland; one a
daybetween Bakersfield andSac­
ramento. That service does not
run at the right times or to the
right parts of the BayArea to be
an effective commuter system,
the study says.

The county also would be on
. the Sacramento-Merced branch
ofthe high-speed rail system un­
der study by the state. This sys­
tem, which would provide a
roundaboutwayintoSiliconVal­
ley, would not be built at least
lInlii QQ1fi,

Bee stall writerJohn Holland
can be reached al 576-2365
or jholland@modbee.com.
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way 108, which goes through the
heart of the two cities.

The California Department of
Transportation is looklng at sev-

SEE PAGE B·2, CLARIBEL

Options for Highway 108 going through Riverbank and Oakdale Include
widening the current route o'r widening Claribel Road and making Itthe
state highway. Under the latter plan, Claribel would connect with tho
existing highway somewhere east of Oakdale,

Supervisors said they under­
stand their concerns, but believe
it is tooearly to consider remov­
ing that option from a study on
how to ease congestion on High-

By JOliN HOLLAND
BEE STAFF WRITER

Residents of Claribel Road
tried withoutsuccess Tuesday to
smother the idea of turning the
two-lanerural route into a state
highway.

They told the Stanislaus Coun­
ty Board of Supervisors that the
proposal, which would reroute
Highway 108 to the south of Ri­
verbank and Oakdale, would be
expensive and interfere with
[arming. '

"We're asking that you not do
an unnecessary, very costly
study (of the Claribel route),"
said Gwen Larsen, who lives
along the road.

Board refuses area
residents' plea to kill
review of state route

Claribel highway study still alive
""'ISHWA'{,1"08'PROJECT',
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CLARIBEL: Residents cite farming concerns'
CONTINUED FROM B-1
eral options, including widening
the existing highway, making
Claribel the state highway,or us­
ing other routes.

Mark Robinson, deputy dis­
trict director for project manage­
ment for Caltrans, said the state
would not use the Claribel route
if the county board objected. He
also said the required study of
the proposal's impacts will take
at least five years and involve
plenty of contact with affected
people.

"1 am here to tell you that we
are not back-deering anybody,"
Robinson said.

Claribel residents said they
could accept widening the road
to three lanes, including a mid­
dle turn lane, to improve safety.
They object to a state highway
designation and any further wid­
ening. SOllie said they heard of
plans for as many as six lanes,
plus frontage roads.

Robinson said the width has
not been determined. This will
affect how much right ofwayCal­
trans would have to buy along
the road.

Supporters of the Claribel pro­
posal say it would allow heavy
trucks to avoid downtown
Oakdale and Riverbank as they
go to and from the cities' indus-

trial areas. Also, Claribel con­
nects to Highway99 via Kiernan
Avenue, at Modesto's north
edge.

Gary Dickson,executivedirec­
tor of the Stanislaus Council of
Governments, said the federal
government has indicated that it
would withhold money for the
project if it does not reduce traf­
fic where highways 108 and 120
meet in downtown Oakdale.

Oakdale' City Manager Bruce
Bannerman also urged that the
study go forward with Claribel
as one of the options.

Claribel residents said high­
way traffic would interfere with
movement of farm equipment.
Los Larsen, Gwen Larsen's hus­
band, said the project would in-

elude a major expense for con­
trolling the flooding that occurs
at Claribel and Claus roads two
or three times a year.

Supervisor Pat Paul, who rep­
resents the area, said the Clari­
bel option still should be studied
even though it does not appear
to be the best choice. She also
said Caltrans should have let res­
idents knowofthe proposalearll­
er.

Board Chairman Tom May­
field said building an entirely
new highway likely will be op­
posed by people who would live
along it.

Bee stall writer John Hollan~ can
be reached al 578·2385 or
jholland@modbee.com.
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A Crown Cork & Seal operator gets cans ready for shipment.

after March B, said Richard
Backlund, the area industrial
relations manager for the. .

SEE LAGE A·10, CROWN

with the Worker Adjustment
and Retraining Notification
Act.

~he plant can close anytime

.·:1\11odesto can plant willclose
Company officials
say Tri Valley failure
wastoo big ablow

By JEFF JARDINE
BEE STAFF WRITER

Unableto rebound fromlosses
suffered when Tri ValleyGrow­
ers declared bankruptcy,
CrownCork& Seal willclose its
Modesto can-making plant, a
company official confirmed
Tuesday.

Workers at the 36-year-old
plant, on Nathan Avenue in the
Beard Industrial District, were
toldoftheclosure Monday after­
noon.

The companyalsosentgovern­
ment authorities the required
GO-day notice, in accordance

+
"'CROWN: Plant's production dropped after Tri Valley failed

CONTINUED FROM A·1 1528, which represents the workers.
Philadelphia-basedcompany.But he said no The plant ran three shifts until November,
date had been determined. said Vince Avana, who was among those

Thecompanysimplydecidedtocut its loss- laid offat that time.
es with the Modesto operation, Backlund "They said they'd be bringing us back the
said. first week in January," he said.

"We're out of that market," he said. . Instead, the company notified its Modesto
Forced out, he said, by Tri Valley's bank- management and remaining workers of the

ruptcy, When it filed for Chapter 11 protec- shutdown.Thoseon standby will be contact­
lion in July 2000, the co-op owedCrownCork ed by mail.
& Seal about $74 million. Backlund said the Modesto employees

Tri Valley'sassets were then purchased by have knownfor some time that the closure
J 1 t, kLi was possible - even after the company
o m Hancoc{LIfeInsurance Co., one of''Ir! closed its facilities in Merced and Fremont

Valley's largest creditors. John Hancock in 2001.
Life then created Signature Fruit Co. to run Charline Speck, president of the Stanis.
the canneries.

Some of 'I'ri Valley's debts _ including laus County Economic Development Corp.,
what the co-op owed Crown Cork & Seal- said her agencymet with CrownCork& Seal

officials in 1999 and emerged optimistic
are being litigated. about the plant's future.

"We were just never able to recover from "It was goodnews that they were moving
that," Backlund said. the Fremont lines out here," she said. "We

The plant had 240 employeesworking sev- offered the relocating employees a tour of
era! production lines when Crown Cork & the area. The door (of communication) was
Seal bought the 1BO,OOO·square-foot facility openedfor a while.Then it closedbecause of
from Tri Valley Growers in 1994. Tri Valley."

The company spent $2 million in 199B to The company laid off97 employeesbriefly
modernize the ptunt, unu lUI \,.,llllctlll we".l. 111 ,JUly 200n - tl w.,.,lc nflo,' T"i Vnl1<>y m""
force of 1£6 people produced more than 500 for bankruptcy protection - but most re-
million cans a year. turned to work within a few weeks.

Since 'I'rl Valley's bankruptcy, however, Speck said the development ngcncy and
production has dwindled to two shifts per Crown Cork & Seal officials were supposed
day on one production line with about 20 to meet in July to look for cost savings.
hourly employees,plus managers and other "They didn't show up at the meeting," she
staff.There are 110employeeson the seniorl- said. "After that, their secretaries were
ty list, according to Machinists union Local pleasant whenever we c rlled. But it was

very clear they didn't want to provide any
Information,"

Crown Cork& Seal pickedup a contract 10
make 30 million cans this past season for
Sun Garden Gangi and Morning Star Pack­
ing Co., said Sun Garden's Glenn Spyksma.

He said Crown Cork & Seal is obligated 10
provide 30 million more cans next summer.
buta Sun Gardenofficialwas informedMou
day afternoon of the plant's closure.

"We still have a contract," Spyksma said.
"We'll have to work through that."

Meanwhile, the Crown Cork & Seal em­
ployees- active and those who were await­
ing recall- will work through separation
issues. They will receive a severance pack­
age that was negotiated as part of the labor
agreement, Backlund said.

The six-year contract began in 1999 and
calls fora week'spayforeach year ofemploy,
ment for each worker.

Union business agent Gil Gonzalez could
not be reached for comment Tuesday.

Terry Plett, director of the county Depart­
ment ofEmployment and 'Irainlng, sakl his
agency hopes to provide services to the dis­
placed workers.

Those services could include rctrainlnu
and educational opportumnes. Jon 1,1111)11
men! assistance and job fairs.

"We'll initiate contact with (company offi­
cials) uunuxllately," Plett snid. "Wc'll try ttl
do the same kinds ofthings we tried to do Ior
the 'I'ri Valley workers."
Bee slall writer Jell Jardine can be reached at
578·2383 or jjardine@modb6d.com.



Stanislaus needs to
balance-growth, -ag

;r{-\-,'.1 -~o -07-
The following Is excerpted from the State
of the County speech given Tuesday by
Tom Mayfield, chairman of the Stanis­
laus County Board of Supervisors.

The Stanislaus Countyvision
remains - "to be a COW1ty that

is respectedfor its service in the
community and is known as the
best in America."

This year I wouldlike to speak
primarily to the present and the
future. However, as a brief
reference I think it is important to
briefly talk about our most recent
challenges. It has been a very
difficultyear for all Americans due
to the acts of terrorism this past
Septemberand the associated dip in
the economy.

At home,not all programs have
performed up to our rigorous
standards - mistakes will happen.
The best thing we can do as a
continuous improvement
organization is to learn from our
mistakes and continue to move
forward. That is exactly what we
plan to do.

To be a visionary is to project the
bigpicture for the future, and to .
providea road map for change.TIllS
board willcontinue to chart an
impressive course.

• We have purchased additional
land for our landfill, which will
enable consistent garbage disposal
for the next generation of Stanislaus
COWIty residents.

• We re-opened the oldMemorial
Hospital in Ceres.Focusingon the
human toll taken by drug and
alcohol abuse, this site currently
offersday treatment services to 30
adolescents, 13 womenand their
children, and residential treatment
with 73 bedsfor adults 18 and over.

• 'fhe Sheriff's Department has
ordered (its) sniffer unit and expects
it to arrive later this year. This new
technology will enable the Drug
Enforcement Agency to sniff out a
drug lab within a one-mile radius.
Last year, we busted 90 labs: On the
average, it is reported that only 10
percent of lab producers are ever
caught. That means that there could
be as many as 900 operating labs in
Stanislaus County.These labs need
to be shut down.

• The Health Services Agency of
Stanislaus County has 53 programs,
not including the individual clinics.
Last year they had 248,000 patient
visits. Wehave created drop-in
clinics and expandedour urgent
care and some clinic hours to
provide a cheaper and faster way to
get care without having to go to the
emergency room.

• In Turlock, at the newly opened
Turlock Salvation Army site,
Stanislaus County Community
Services Agency has developed a
unique collaboration and is also
offeringsatellite services at our new
offices in downtown Turlock

• On the West Side,ow' public
works department has put in a
96-inch pipe to take care of the
runoff from the creeks in the
Patterson area. This has lessened
(the) flooding problem and is saving
the county approximately $750,000
from damages that have occurred to
property owners in that area.

• In Salida, wehave purchased a
25,OOO-square-foot building for a new

- library branch. This, coupled with a
newlibrary in Turlock and a
remodel of the Modesto branch
library in progress, are encouraging
accomplishments.

These are just a fewexamplesof
the common-sense improvements
that we continue to make. This
year, we would like to continue to
add to these successes in realistic
yet impacting ways.

• WhenTri Valley (Growers) went
bankrupt, it affected many small
businesses; now they too are going



out of business. Along with enticing
new businesses to move into om­
county, we need to help the ones
that are struggling to stay afloat. I
believe that a greater focus needs to
be placed on business retentionand
small business expansion ­
building the businesses we already

. have - along with looking outward
toward new recruitment. A more
concerted approach to developing
our positive image and regional
perception, a small
business-friendly environment and
continued travel and tourism '

.doveloP11.1ent which, by the way,
brought 111 an additional $300
million last year. We need to find
ways to triple that. Downtown
redevelopment will go far toward
making our communities attractive
relocation alternatives.

• One special project we would
like to incorporate this year is a
project I call, "Road Maps to
Success." We would like to have a
step-by-step road map for several
m~Ol: processes (i.e., use permit,
bullding permit, mobile home
permits, etc.) These informational
brochures would assist anyone
applying for a permit with a .
step-by-step listing of what is
needed and identifying a time frame
for each pennit process in avery
simple checklist format.

.. Another project we would like
to complete this year is to work
through agreements with the cities
to have them annex all county
islands. We are 110t washing our
hands of these areas; we feel that
the county is obligated to help with
Infrastructure and see the projects
through to completion. Citizens
living in these islands deserve the
same city police and municipal
services that their adjacent
neighbors enjoy.

• We do not have the jurisdiction

to determine where a school can or
cannot build - this is all done at
the state level. We need to look into
changing this! Many schools choose
to build on agricultural ground,' .
which creates problems for the
surrounding farmers. Once a school
is built, many restrictions are
placed 011 farmers in the neal'
vicinity. This is very unfair to the
farming community. If local opinion
was sought, these problems could be
avoided. I hope the board supports
legislation to change this.

• Let's face it: 'Our transportation
policies and plans have not
produced what we need. I am asking
for the board's help in pursuing and
implementing creative ways to
move from "planning" to actual
construction. This year the county,
cities and state committed only
one-third of the funds available for
transportation. Why, you ask?
Because we have not moved our
planning to aggressive
implementation. In Fresno County,
they have borrowed $100 million
because their projects are ready to
go;we could do the same. If we
linked our economic development
plans with our transportation plan,
we could use industrial
development bonds to accelerate our
road improvements. We have the
legal authority at the local level to
hire the engineers, environmental
consultants and acquire
rights-of-way now instead of waiting
for Caltrans to get to us. I ask the
board and all local citizens to help
push hard for these needed changes.

• We would like to clear up some
misconceptions regarding growth.
The Board of Supervisors has
supported the conservation of
agricultural land in this county and
continues to have one of the highest
rates of Williamson Act
participation .in California. We have

supported the formation of the
Stanislaus Farm Trust and recently
passed a resolution supporting the
acquisition of the trust's first
purchase of an agricultural
easement.

• The recently released census
data shows that betwecn1990 and
2000, that population growth has
occurred within the nine cities in
Stanislaus County in a far greater
degree than has taken place in the
unincorporated area in the county.
For all those who promote the
preservation of agricultural land,
you need to appear before the nine
City Councils and convince them of
the importance of preserving
agricultural land since this is where
it is being consumed.

L et me assure you, Stanislaus
County government is fiscally

strong! We intend to maintain a
strong level of fiscal stability,
certainty and conservatism. We
have strong reserves and we will
consider their use as part of a
well-planned budget effort.

Our annual budget of
approximately $707 million consists
primarily of state and federal
revenue. Our local revenues - such
as sales tax, vehicle license fees and
property taxes make up 2G percent
of this amount - two-thirds of
which is mandated to be spent in
ways allocated by the stale mid
federal governments.

In the words of Harriet Beecher
Stowe, "Common sense is the knack
of seeing things as they are, and
doing things as they ought to be
done." As a county, we will strive to
be the best in California. You can
count on a continuously better
county government and a stronger,
healthier community as a result.

The full text of Mayfield's Stale 01 the
County address is available at
www.modbee.com.
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candidates
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air concerns
Stanislaus hopefuls discuss ideas
for better jobs, roads, ag at forum

By JOHN HOLLAND
BEE 5TI\FF WRITER

The four candidates for Stanislaus County super­
visor agreed Monday night on the need to create
jobs, improve roads and protect agriculture.

They differed somewhat on the details during a
League of Women Voters of Modesto forum held at
Tenth Street Place. Candidates for county asses­
sor and clerk- recorder also spoke.

The supervisor candidates in the March 5 elec­
tion include Jeff Grover and Gary Lopez in Dis­
trict 3, taking in Salida and western parts of
Modesto, and Mike Birch and incumbent Ray Si­
mon in District 4, covering much of Modesto.

Grover, owner of Solecon Industrial Contrac-
tors, said the county could reduce its jobless rate +
by better spending the $80million it gets each year
for job training. He also urged continued work on
turning the former Navy airfield near Crows Land-
ing into a distribution center

Grover said the county needs to firm up its road
priorities if it is to get Iederal and state money. He
urged a private toll road for trucks to the Bay
Area, coupled with high-speed passenger rail.

Lopez, a Modesto fire captain and school district
trustee, said his goals are ensuring publio safety,
controlling sprawl, spending tax money wisely
and improving the local economy.

Noting the backups on Pelandale Avenue at
Highway 99, Lopez urged better planning for the
public works needed by new development. He said
the county must not be "bypassed" by the high'
speed rail system planned by the state.

Birch, owner of an agricultural export business,
said poorly planned growth is gobbling farmland
and polluting the county's air. He said town hous­
es and other alternatives to sprawl could playa
role if they are "attractive and livable to a lot of
people."

Birch said he is running because "our political
leadership is unfocused." He, too, cited the Pelan­
dale-sa interchange as an example of poor plan­
ning. He urged efforts to increase income from
farm products,

Simon, on insurance company president who
has been on the board for 27years, said most devel­
opment should be within cities and have a balance
Letween homes and businesses.

Simon called for insuring children by using to­
bacco tax income and expanding county clinics as
an alternative to emergency rooms. He also said
he would work on bringing Altamont Commuter
Express train service to Salida and keep up the
fight against lnpthalllnhptmn illP._

---Assessor candidateD;;gJ.i~~~~s,chiefe,falii nin­
istration in the office, said he has experience in all
aspects of the operation. He pledged fair assess­
ments, strong customer service and continued im­
provements in technology.

Opponent Mike Serpa, a senior appraiser and

SEE PAGE B-2, FORUM

FORUM:
County posts'
hopefuls speak
CONTINUED FROM B-1
Modesto city councilman, also
vowed to keep assessments fair.
He urged expanded hours effi­
cient use of taxpayer lIlone~ and
outreach to the public about the
office's services.

Clerk-recorder candidate Bob
Dekllnski, an Oakdale city coun­
cilman and retired FBI agent
said he would upgrade technolo:
gy in the elections office, pre­
vent voter fraud and purge out­
dated names from the rolls.

His opponent, Modesto attor­
ney Lee Lundrlgan, pledged to
upgrade technology and refine
the voter rolls as well. She also
said S~f;! ,WOUld improve a}cess
to campaign finance records and
urge high school students to be I

poll workers.



Park {~·-o'l

C:../c.l1k 5
. c..~

site to
LAFCO
79-acre site
on Hatch Rd.
to be annexed

By JEFF BENZIGER
Editorof The Ceres (Calif.) Courier

. Members of the Ceres City
Council had no qualms about
annexing 79 acres of land north
of Hatch Road as another step of
creating a regional park:

The council took the two nec­
essary steps-one on Jan. 14 and
the last on Monday-to prezone
the future park site to C-F (Com­
munity Facilities).

The next step is to send the
annexation application to
LAFCb, the Local Agency For­
mation 'Commission which has
the final say, The panel is
expected to approve the request.

{ During th~ pu~lic he~ng~..~n
theannexation 'proposal. 'COUll"

, cllmhil Rob Phipps stepped down 1'"

out of a conflict of interest.
Phipps' family owns and oper­
ates the River Oaks Golf Course
which is located within feet of
the proposedpark.

On Jan. 14 citizen Leonard
Shepard gave his compliments to
the council for thinking about the
future of Ceres.

"I applaud this effort," said
Shepard, a member of the
Tuolumne River Regional "luk
(TRRP) Citizens Advisory Com­
mittee.

The city plans to deed an esti­
mated 23 acres of the parksite
within the river flood plain to be
deeded over to the Tuolumne
River Park to extend the eastern
boundaries of the park. TRRP is
governed by a joint powers,

c .... 'PARK,' pg, 11

Park: site advances
From page 1

authority comprised of the city of Ceres and
Modesto and Stanislaus County.

"This is a positive step we're taking to make the
Tuolumne River a gem in the Valley," he added.

Councilman Andy Constantinou chided one
unnamed former councilman who said' the site
would be a "horrible place for a park." Mayor Eric
Ingwersen then thaiikcd Constantinou for "sticking
to his guns."

Development of the park has been off to a rocky
start. In the summer of 2000, the city was promised
$2.3 million in stale funds for acquisition, and
$870,000 for playground improvements. City Man­
ager Tim Kerr and then Mayor Louie Arrollo even
were invited to witness Gov. Gray Davis sign the
budget that year. The city started the process of pur­
chasing the land at a price of $1.05 million. But the
state then cut the funding. City officials scrambled
to pay for the land acquisition from a variety of
sources, including $550,000 in parkland dedication
fees paid by new developers. The city also found
$500,000 in Transportation Enhancement Act
(TEA) funds since the park site is within view of a

major business route, Mitchell Road.
Assemblyman Dennis Cardoza had the funding

restored last year but in late fall the governor
announced his intention to not fund the amount
because.of a projected state budget deficit.

City of Ceres Public Works Director Joe Holl­
stein said the public will be asked to provide input
on what they want the park to contain. Ideas include
adding soccer fields, more baseball diamonds and a
fishing and boat launching area.

The city is now in the process of seeking 'out
firms that may be interested in contracting to come
up with a park master plan. '

New parks director hired
The council approved the filling of a new depart­

ment head post on Monday when Douglas Lemcke
was ,hired as the director of Parks, Recreation and
Facilities.

Lemcke, the former executive director of the
Sportsmen of Stanislaus Club, is a former 20-year
employee of the city of Modesto. He last served as
recreation supervisor.

The new role was created to ease the burden on
Hollstein and Planning Director Randy Hatch.
Lemcke's responsibilities will include managing
existing parks, planning new parks and overseeing
recreational programs. City buildings and facilities
are also under his watch.

--------_._------



20/20 hindsight doesn't help crosstown traffic flow

On the Net:
Expressway details:
www.ci.modesto.ca.us/etd/expressways/
SlanCog plan: www.stancog.org/proJects.hlm

Murphy is vice president of sales and markotlng
for a warehousing and distribution firm 'n
Modeslo. He can be contacted al
wYlw.modesloview.com.

been the right move.
The Kiernan-Claribel expressway can

even be designed to flow all the way to
Oakdale Road. Agricultural land can still
be preserved, but we must do this now
before we ever think of development.

We need to start making a habit of
figuring things out before they are

built so we do not have to do all this rehal
work. Driving by Tracy on Interstate 205,
there is a nearly completed residential
neighborhood with large single-family
homes with a completed park adjacent t,
multifamily housing. Wow! It really can
work. Look at that beautiful Jack Tone
interchange with a sign that says ltlpon.
This shows it can be done and it is not
impossible.

A change of mlndset is possible, Smart
growth must be a priority for all of us in
the city and the county. Wecan't waste all
land, money or time. It's our job to create ~

city that our kids can use for generations
and be proud of, so let's get going today so
we can enjoy our high-altitude vistas with
smooth-movingtraffic as far as the eye call
see. .

Class C (skinnier) from Sisk Road to Dale
Road and then Class B (wider) from Dale to
McHenry Avenue. This is an intentionally
designed bottleneck that makes even
Briggsmore look sensible. Could this be a
reason to start planning ahead?

The secret word of the day is "access."
Youknow, like an all-access backstage pass
at a concert, but this time it's "freeway
access." No bouncers, roadies or groupies,
just efficient cross-town transportation.

Connecting the freeway with industry
and residences can be pretty exciting.

Real arterials - whether an ACE train
connection with access to Stockton and the
Bay Area or a new interchange connecting
a cross-town arterial- reduce traffic and
create mobility. This takes a lot of the heat
off of our everyday navigation around
Modesto for those who never leave·town
and for those who do. See how this works?

There is an action plan that has surfaced
from the newly energized Stanislaus
Council of Governments. After dozens of
regional meetings and a transportation
study of the Beard Industrial Tract, there is
a real plan to deliver access that will align
the planets to make it happen so the city,
the county and the state can have the same
goal and get us on radar.

The plan'! Make Kiernan Avenue (aka
State Route 219) a realcross-town

• expressway, maybe even a highway. There
can even be an overpass over McHenry.
The people living 011 the road may not like
this, but 20 years from now; it will have

~»
CHRIS

MURPHY
COMMUNITY

One of the best views
in the world is from

the summit of Half
Dome in Yosemite. Atop
the 3,000·foot sheer drop,
an unobstructed view
all the way across our
Central Valley is
awe-inspiring.

Now, travel with me to
the nose-bleed altitude
perch atop the Pelandale
Overpass. No granite

walls or sweeping view of the valley floor,
but an eastbound view, littered with
driveways and filled with no less than five
traffic lights in a half-mile, at least this
week.

Applesand oranges, polar opposites that
defycomparison? Maybe, but the
differences arc important.

I propose a citizen proclamation that
reads: "Herefor after today, the words
'Pelandale' and 'Expressway' will no longer
be used in relation to each other or even
appear in the same sentence. Henceforth
doing so may result in a public flogging."

Checkpoint reality: There is no way that
this can ever be an expressway with all the
lights and shopping centers. Even with an
efficient and forward-thinking roundabout,
it is doomed to be another shopping center
frontage road. Even in the city "guide to
expressway classifications" (interesting
reading if you need to get to sleep
sometime), Pelandale Avenue is listed as
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Stanislaus eyes building project for new offices
BEE STAFF REPORTS

Stanislaus Countysupervisors
todayare scheduled to consider
erecting a building for the dis­
trict attorney's officeat 12thand
I streets in downtown Modesto.
.The site had been pegged for a

private, five-story office build­
ing by Westland Development
Co. of Visalia.Countyand West­
land representatives recently
have discussedhaving the coun­
ty take over most of the project
for its own use.

Westland still would develop
the ground floor for retail use.
Thesite is nowa public parking
lot.

The Board of Supervisors will
. hear about the basics of the ar­

rangementtodayand considerfi­
nal approval later.

The county already was plan­
ning a building for the district
attorney's staff at an undeter­
minedlocation.The department
is crowded into the courthouse
and has other locations down­
town. The county's Downtown
Plan put the cost of a new build­
ing at $8.4million.

The county also is planning a
parking garagenext to the West-

land site. This project, which.
alsohas an estimated costof$8.4
million,wouldprovide up to 650
parking spaces. Westland had
planned to lease 160 of them for
its office building tenants but
would need only about 40 for its
retail project.

Thegaragesite nowhas a park­
ing lot and small buildings
ownedby the county.

Alsotoday, the board is sched­
uled togetan updateon progress
toward "visioning" goals adopt­
ed in 1999. Leaderswith thecoun­
ty, cities, business and other

groups mapped out long-range
goalsfor land usc, the economy,
education and other concerns.

The Stanislaus County Board of
Supervisors will meet at 9 a.m.
today in the basement chamber at
Tenth Street Place, Modesto.

-
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Board hears update on 'visioning' plan
ByJOHN HOLLAND

BEE STAFF WRITER

In their "visioning" effort a
fewyears back,Stanislaus Coun­
ty leaders hoped that cities
would be compact so farmland
could flourish.

In a discussion Tuesday, peo­
ple involved in the effort said
that goal is being met in some
placesbut not in others. .

The county Board of Supervi­
sors heard an update on
progress toward the visioning
principles that it and the nine
citycouncilsofthe countyadopt­
f](ljn HlPP·t'rhl> 'lI'il1l'il1h.....H...

d
'gest ways 0 acnieve a soun

economy, good schools, easy
transportation and a host ofoth­
er benefits.

Theportion on land use gotthe
most attention Tuesday. County
Planning Director Ron Freitas
said most of the population
growthsince 1990 has beenwith­
in city limits.

Henotedthat the board in 2000
rejected much of the residential

development proposedfor Salida
over the next 20 years and specl­
fiedthat job-producing business­
es be part of the mix there.

Supervisor TomMayfield said
the visioning effort has not
stopped citiesfromseekingtoan­
nex farmland at their edges.

"How are we going to protect
all this land when the cities are
continually saying, 'We need
more, we need more, we need
more,' " he said.

Freitas noted that the Turloclr
CityCouncillast month rejected
a buffer of farmland between
that city and Denair, althouah
he Htlill out IlUVt:I NI' 11. tlJlltilml'

zone.HecitedTurlock's commit­
ment to a northern boundary at
Taylor Road as an example of
sound land use.

The visioning effort is being
kept alive in bimonthly meet­
ings of city and county officials
andother leaders,said its coordi­
natal', Tom Van Groningen,
former chancellor of the
Yosemite Community College
District.

The county executive's office
listed recent efforts that follow
the principles:

• Creation of the Stanislaus
Farmland Trust, which aims to
compensate farmers who forgo
development.

• Sewers,sidewalksand other
improvements in unincorporat­
ed areas at Modesto's edges.

• Habitat and park improve­
ments along the Tuolumne Riv­
er.

• Planning for flood control
for Patterson and Newman.

• Campaigns to attract Silicon
Valley emulovers and to arlver­
tltlU (Iltl l!UlllllY'15 tourist aurae-
tions.

• A county fund that will pro­
vide $1.5million a year in loans
for economlc development.

• Planning for business parks
in Patterson and north Modesto
and at the fanner Navy airfield
near CrowsLanding.

• Permits for several farming­
related cntorprises, such as nut
hullers. fruit-drying yards.
cheese plants and grain mills.

• Study of a possible county
branch ofthe AltamontCOIllIIIut·
er Express train service.

"This is a very active group,"
said Richard Jantz, a deputy ex­
ecutive officer for the county,
"and there is a lot ofmeaningful
discussion about howto achieve
what is in the visioning stale­
mont."
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SEE PAGE D-4, JOBS

JOBS: 8 cities are included

rate study. .
A total of $642,000 is available for the study. The

moneynot paid to ESIwill beset asidefor efforts to
carry out the recommendations. .

The state Department of Housingand Conuuuni­
ty Development provided $500,000 of the funding.
Another$50,000 is comingfromcityand county gen­
eral funds. The remaining $92,880 is Iederal money
channeled through the localWorkforce Investment
Board.

Scalisesaid the county'sjob growth has outpaced
the state average over the past decade, but l1~ost of
the jobs have been low-paying. She also said the
county has tooIowa ratio ofjobs to homes, reflect­
ed in the thousands of residents who commute to
work in the Bay Area.

Stanislaus supervisors promise
results from this latest assessment

By JOHN HOLLAND .;7-\:>-02
BEE STAFF WRITER

Stanislaus Countyleaders pledged Tuesdaythat a
comingstudyoncreatingjobswillnotbejust anoth­
er study.

The Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to
have ESICorp.ofPhoenixdo the study for $408,700.
The firm will assess vacant industrial sites, the
work force and other elements of the local econo- .
illY· .

Supervisors acknowledged past complaints that
job creation has been studied continually, yet
many county residents remain unemployed. They

------_.• --
agreed,however, that the new study will be worth- _
whileifit providesclear direction onhowtoattract
employers.

"If you can truly have us understand howwecan
market ourselvesand howwecan getfrom point A
to point B,that's somethingwe need to do, because
we need a broader (economic) base," Supervisor
HaySimon toldJudie Scalise,president of ESI.

Simon noted that he built his insurance claims
business with the help of a marketing consultant.
GaryPlummer,president and chiefexecutiveeffie­
er of the Modesto Chamber of Commerce, said the
study will be similar to the "strategic planning"
successfulbusinesses do. .

The ESI study, scheduled to be done by summer
2003, will look at the county overall and at eight of
its nine cities.Riverbank officials optedtodoa sepa-

CONTINUED mOM 0-1
The study will include inter­

views with local leaders, a coun­
tywidemeeting on economicde­
velopment and an analysis ofthe
types of employers that might
move here. Representatives of a
"fictitious" outside company
will visit each city to gaugehow
local olTIcials respond to inquir­
ies, Scalise said.

The study will result in plans
for the county overall and for
Modesto, Turlock, Ceres,
Oakdale, Patterson, Newman,
Waterford and Hughson.

"I think more afthis type of're-

search would help us develop
strategies and, more important­
ly, deploy those strategies fast­
er," said RichardJantz, the coun­
ty's deputy executive officer for
economic development.

Critics have complained about
frequent studies, many ofwh~ch
are by consultants from outside
the county. Jantz said local ex­
perts have specificskills.. but l~ot
"the confidence of working With
companies in different states,
and various types of compa­
nies."

Bee staffwriter John Ifolland can
be reached at 578-2385 or
Iholland@modblle.com.
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Teamwork nears
payoff with

business park
Sol11e~l~ing si~llificant is h~ppeni.llg ill.Patterson

and It s not Just the pronuse of a busmess park.
More important, we're seeing a working model of
private-public cooperation that could be the key to
more and better-paying jobs throughout the region.

With a little more teamwork, we can have a
working example of thekind of economic
development so sorely needed in the Northern San
Joaquin Valley.

Credit North Carolina developer Pat Gavaghan
with initiating plans for the KeyStone Pacific
Business Park just west of Patterson. Credit city and
county staffers, too, for working closely with him to
get the project ready for approval. It took patience
and professionalism all around, but the potential
payoff for the community - thousands of jobs ­
could make it more than worthwhile.

Now it's the turn of planning, political and
private-sector leaders to help bring the project on
home. The Local Agency Formation Commlssion,
Patterson City Council and Board of Supervisors all
have key roles. We're confident that they
understand how crucial job creation is and won't let
the region's No.1 priority - more and better jobs ­
get sidetracked by red tape.

There is strong support for such projects from the
Stanislaus County
Economic Development
Corp., Private Industry
Council, Workforce
Investment Board,
Stanislaus Council of
Governments and local
chambers of commerce.
They should make that
support clear by
tostifyins at upcoming
public hearings on the
project.

uuvaghan anti cily
and county staff have
built a good foundation
for the business park.
As Bee reporter Jeff
Jardine explained in
his Feb. 3 story, the
28-building park would
be designed to attract
businesses that support
Silicon Valley
high-tech industries.
The project ultimately
could yield as many as
6,000 jobs.

Public dollars would
be invested in water,
sewer and road
improvements. And
Gavaghan would be
allowed to build an
accompanying
987-home subdivision.
In turn, he would have

.--j to post a $6 million
performance bond to back up his pledge to build the
first campus-style office bulldlng whether or not he
has a tenant under contract. And he would have to
start construction on that building before any of the
homes could be occupied in J{eyStone's residential
development. In addition, Gavaghan would pledge to
repay the county for $3 million in road
improvements if he canceled the project after that
work had begun. It is up to the county to make sure
that those guarantees are included in the written
agreement Gavaghan has agreed to sign, as well as
bulletproof, ensuring prompt payment and-or
reimbursement to the county if Gavaghan defaults.

Gavaghan, who has delivered results with his
North Carolina business park, knows what he's
doing. His worry is plowing ahead, not pulling out.

The park would consist of office, light industrial
and warehouse buildings. Depending on the interest
from companies looking to relocate, the park could
create up to 6,000 jobs that should pay in the $15- to
$25-an-hour range, according to Richard Jantz, the
county's deputy executive officer for economic
development.

'rho pr-oject I:; run or promise. Gavaghan said he
seeks an early 2003 groundbreaklng, with the first
office building opening early ill 2004.

In the coming months it is up to everyone with a
role in job creation to show they can work together,
not only to realize the promise of this project, but to
get moving on other projects like it.
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praises Turlock, county
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By PATRICK GIBLIN
BEE STAFF WRITER

TURLOCK - This city and Stanis­
laus County are bucking the state's
economic trend.

While other communities and busi­
n.esses are concerned about the reces­
sion and the state's growing budget
deficit, businesses here and through­
out the county are growing at a tre­
mendous rate.

T~NDS: Construction jobs
offset manufacturing losses

That was the message shared with
about 100 business owners, managers
and city representatives at the 17th an­
nual Economic Trends Luncheon at
California state University, Stanis­
laus.

"There is no mistaking the expan­
sions and growth of factories and in­
dustries, and the tax base of those
businesses," Mayor Curt Andre said,
putting: the increase at 1I10re than 10

. '..
percent overall.

"We also see family investment, peo­
ple improving their homes and their
streets," Andre said. "I'liis is a very
key part of the overall economic
health of the community."

The number of building permits is­
sued in the city increased nearly 32
percent from 2000 to 2001, the audio
ence was told, including 500 for new
homes and permits to expand existing

buildings and homes.
"We see the continued renewal and

preservation of buildings in the city,"
Andre said. "I remember when the
Kmart building was shiny and brand
new. Now it's the movie theaters."

He said that last year's completion
or the downtown renovation has
helped retain businesses in 'the city
and attract new ones, too. .

SEE PAGE A-12, TRENDS

CONTINUED FROM A-1
The coming year will bring a

new sports complex to Turlock
expected to draw tens of thou:
sands ?f visitors each year, An­
dre said, That could attract an
upscale, business-oriented hotel
to the city.

Steve Smith, vice president of
the nonprofit Stanislaus County
Ec.onomic Development Corp.,
said the county also is reporting
good news, despite the nation's
recession.'

Although the county lost 300
I~Ianufacturing jobs, mainly
~r011l the closure of'the canneries
1I1 Modesto, construction jobs
were abnormally high all last
year.

"The numbers show we had
about 10,000 construction jobs
for each month last year the
highest number ever" S;nith
said. "When you add ali the jobs
together, we surpassedthe num­
ber of jobs in 2001 that we
weren't expected to reach until
2004."

Countyofficlals are aggressive­
ly pursuing 34 companies inter­
ested in relocating or expanding.
While it is unlikely that all of
them would come to the area, he
s~i(\, county offic1alsare optimis­
tIC that they will be able to get

nearly half of them.
Companies looking for proper­

ty say Stanislaus County is in a
prime location: a !JO-minllte
drive to or from the Port of Oak­
land, San Francisco Internation­
al Airport and Sacramento.

Also, the region has good'
schools, Stanislaus State Univer­
sity and ~odestoJunior College,
and housmg that costs a third as
much as in the Bay Area. AmI
Yosemite National Park is near­
by.

"We have a plan and we need
to stick to that plan," Smith said.
."The economic future of Stanis­
laus County is brighter than you
think."

Guests at the luncheon also
heard a presentation from Bruce
Grogan, deputy secretary for eco­
nomic development at the Cali­
fornia Trade and Commerce
Agency.

Grogan said the backbone of
California's economy is small
businesses and then listed doz­
ens of programs that can help
such businesses expand.

Grogan Il(ged husinesspeuple to
look to hisagency's Web site, WWW.
commerce.ca.gov, lor assistance.
8eo lIlalf wrltor Patrick Glhlln
can be reached a1667·1227
or pgiblin@modbee.com.



SCEDCO braces for criticism
_ ..' J

over strategic plan

Charline 0:
speck

sion of other dollars, we will spend
approximately GI percent of the funds
on one countywide plan and eight
city-speci fie plans. The remaining
funds will be used for implcrncnta­
tion.

More than once SCEDCO has been
accused of being willing to try some­
thing that might sound crazy and
unnecessary. We arc at it again. We

arc bracing ourselves
for local criticism for
considering hiring
out of the area "con­
sultants" to complete
a five-year work­
force and economic
development strate­

SC'£1JCO gic plan. Our futuris-
tic vision will not be
quashed. It is a beat­
ing we are willing to
take.

We think strategic
planning is impor­
tant because it is a
systematic way to

manage change and create the best
possible future by integrating the
needs of residents and businesses
with municipal goals. It is a tool for
making decisions and setting direc­
tion. How many times have we heard
"we don't need another study?" We
agree; therefore, the "strategic plan"
we are envisioning will be task-on-

en ted. It is not our intent to ignore
research and studies that have already
been done. The idea is to update them
and integrate them into one.

We believe that to enhance job cre­
ation and economic development, we
have to do something different. Not to
say that what we have been doing
isn't right; it's not enough and many
would say it is not working. The tasks
identified in the strate~,y will aid in
changing behaviors, decisions and
conditions.

Strategic planning is done to identi­
fy specific actions and tasks that will
address development potential which
would broaden and stabilize the com­
munity's economic and financial
base.

SCEDCO and local elect-cd ·~ITi­

cials have consistently. been accused
of not doing enough to "attract high­
paying jobs to Stanislaus County."
There are also accusations about how
taxpayer dollars arc spent on all the
wrong things. We are criticized for
duplicating efforts and moving in dif­
ferent directions.

A good strategic plan will build an
analytical framework for investment

of time, action and money. It articu­
lates goals and values, defines objec­
tives and targets. H proposes activities
and tasks and provides timcframcs.

What is most important about this
planning process is people can get
involved, if they choose to. This type
of planning is an inclusive process
that defines linkages, partners, identi­
fies roles and responsibilities and
provides the framework for evaluat­
ing performance and accountability.

Now the big questions: How much
will it cost and why "consultants"
from outside the area?

On December 1, 2000, the
California Department of Housing
and Community Development
announced the availability of funding
in the amount of $4.8 million,
under the Jobs-Housing Balance
Improvement Program, for economic
development strategic planning
and/or business attraction/expansion
efforts. Each jurisdiction was eligible
for $100,000.

Rather than have each city head in
different directions, we wrote two
grants and were awarded $500,000.
Including local matches and an infu-

--·--Tllc" community should be reward­

ed for this level of cooperation. It was
the perfect collaborative effort,
including the county and the cities
and members of the private sector.
Collectively and through many
debates they chose to hire the best
team to meet the scope of work and
move forward.

The consulting team selected is
headed by the Phoenix-based ESl. It
put together a team of experts from
across the country, a multi-discipli­
nary team with a combined 100 years
or economic development experi­
ence. Collectively they have provided
consulting services to hundred of
communities, counties and military
bases ill all fifty U.S. states. They are
some of the most respected economic
development strategic planning and

marketing plan development consult­
ants in the business. Their team also
includes one of two of the premier
corporate site selection and reloca­
tion consultants ill the country. Their
expertise also includes real estate,
market analysis and labor issues.

Besides being some of tile best in
the country, there are other advan­
tages to hiring these out of the area
experts. They are objective; they have
nothing to lose and ean be brutally
honest and then go horne. This type
of planning isn't always pleasant. It
forces issues to the forefront that arc
sometimes avoided for political rea­
sons. It challenges a community
about what they are really committed
to. It forces us out of our comfort

zones and areas of self-interest and
encourages consensus.

So, we will take the beating. Wc
will listen to the naysayers and
invite them to participate because
we know there will be more of those
who will be open and confident and
willing to do something different.
This effort is truly about a commit-
ment to do our very best at creating
wealth, encouraging capital invest­
ment and facilitating the creation of
job opportunities.



Why pursue triangle?

W· hell landspeculators want
to increase the valueof

their holdings, theyask for

annexation to the nearest city.
''1'0 gain favor, theypromise jobs.

The Beckwith Triangle is the
mostrecententry in the
speculation derby. The area isn't
in Modesto's sphere of influence.
The countyand the Local
Agency Formation Commission
have said Modesto should not
annex the area. It was added to
Modesto's general plan bya
previous City Council with no
interest in preserving our
agricultural heritage.

If the'triangle is kept in the
generalplan, taxpayers willfoot
the bill foran environmental
impact report and a plan update
foran area that has little chance
ofdeveloping any timesoon. The
speculators have no business
prospects, no development plan
and no money. Theyexpect our
city to pay muchufthe costof
development planning, take all
the present rlsk and reward
themfor their promises. They
have no jobs to offer,

'I'he argument that .
job-producing development can
onlyoccuralong Highway 09 is
also bogus, Ifwebuild the
Pelandale Expressway properly,
it can become a powerful
economic corridor. Downtown
also has substantialpotential.

Let'scut through the baloney
and getdown to business.

BnUCE FHOHMAN,
City Councilman

Modesto

"
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Double-digit unemployment rates continue to
shame Stanislaus County. Joblessness crept to 11.1.1
percent last month, a 0.7 percent boost from April
2001.

Although thousands of new jobs - many of them
low-wage retail slots generated by growth --:- were
created last year in Stanislaus County, the county's
jobless rate climbed instead of declined.

This disappointing trend highlights - again - !
this county's need for a more modern, diversified l
economy. High-wage job creation remains the No. y
priority in the Northern San.Joaquin Valley. /------. -- - -

•••
Government officials whose charge is promoting

job growth note that Modesto does gain "jobs" at a
fast clip. A study this year by the Amsterdam-based
LNG Group, a Fortune Global 500 financial services .
organization, found that of the United states' 125
largest metropolitan areas, Modesto placed 10th in
job growth, at 4.3percent a year.

But the same report ranked Modesto 121stof 125
for high unemployment and 116thas a place to earn
and save money.

The reason for the apparent paradox: Modesto's
rapid resldential growth has spawned countless
strip malls and retail clusters. These jobs, while not
unwelcome, pay low wages and will never bring the
broad prosperity of high-wage jobs that support

middle-class families. ""-c:, (5"' zal (
••• fJf; /

November unemployment rates were released by
the state Friday. It's no surprise, but still
unwelcome news that Stanislaus COWIty is back
into double digits with 10.8 percent of its work.force
without jobs. .. ....



Loans, grants in Stanislaus
target jobs and economy

~G zo";'" t~"Jtrl
By JEFF JARDINE 1) The largest amount went to the

BEE STAFF WRITER cityofModesto's businesspark mas-
The Workforce Investment Board tel' plan, which will get a $405,000

distributed $865,000 in loans and loan to spruce up and redesign the
grants this week to help stimulate 92-acre Kansas Avenue Business
economic andjobgrowth in five com- Park.
munities. According totheboard,therevital-

The board is responsible for over- ized business park should create
seeing economic development and 1,500 new jobsand generate$300,000
[ob-creation efforts in Stanislaus annually in tax revenues. The

~ County. It alsodetermines howmono project will involve thecity'sredevel­
ey in the newly created Stanislaus opmentagency, theStanislausCoun­
County Economic Development ty Economic Development Corp., the
Bankis dispersed. Modesto IrrigationDistrict,Modesto

"These first five projects exemplify Junior College andtheNational Cen­
what the Economic Development tel' for Eco.~n~ustr~al Development.
Bankfunds wereintended todo: ere. Other recipients included:
atejobsandimprove economic devel- • The city of Patterson, a $210,000
opment in this county," said Kirk loan to. improve ~aldwin Road. The
Lindsey, the board's chairman. road willoffer primary access to the

ThebankwascreatedbytheStanis. proposed Keystone Business Park, a
laus County Board of Supervisors, planned BOO-acre devel~pment pro­
who funded it with $1.5 million last [ected to create 14,000 Jobs over a
t~bruary. .s... " SEE PAGE 0·4, BOARD

B'OARD: Training grant lets
laid off workers update skills

Pat Paul, 59, Oakdale,
chalrwoman of the Stanislaus
County Board of Supervisors and J
health teacher at Beyer High d,
School In Mo~esto: For all r\".
Americans, that we feel a •v
sense ofpeace andsecurity ~
once again. Countywide, that '-.
there would be a sense of
cooperatuni and (~•._
understanding among
citizens, and thatpublic .

SEE PAGE A·15, WISHES

---
CONTINUED FROM A·14
officials would be respectful
andcivil, notonl» toward
each other, but to the public.

CONTINUED FROM 0·1
20-year period. Thefirst phaseof
the park isexpected tocreate300
jobs.

• TheDenairCommunity Ser­
vice District, which received a
$125,000 loan and a $50,000 grant
to increase the water flow into
the city's business district. The
expanded utilities could create
newjobsforup to 10 years.

• The city of Waterford reo
ceived a $40,000 grant to refur­
~lishthE! Grange Hall,turning it
mtoa museum and visitorscen-
ter.
• • TheHickman Municipal Ad­
visory Committee gotat $35,000
grant topreparea community de-

velopment plan aimedat identl­
fying economic development op­
portunities.

In a separate allocation ear­
marked for training, the board
dispensed $50,000 in Workforce
Training Act rapid response
funding for training as part of
the Connecting Stanislaus'I'ech­
nology Assessment Program.

Lindsey said the training dol­
lars will be used to help dis­
placed workers update their
technical skillsso theyfindnew
Jtlbd U\.H !=illy ;'Hl">l"~ A'I WAll All

the ones they lost.
Bee staffwriter Jeff Jardine can be
r~ached at 578·2383 or
lIardine@modbee.com.
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pay raised 7%

BOARD: Computer system
to specialize in property info

Supervisors also vote
to buy computer system

,4PItI L I? -02-
ByJOHN HOLLAND

BEE STAFF WRllER

Stanislaus County'schief executive
offlcer gal a new five-year contract
and a raise fromthe BoardofSupervi­
sors Tuesday night.

The board also voted to buy a new
computersystemforhandlingpropel"
ty taxes.

Supervisors voted in closedsession
for Reagan Wilson's new contract,
which willrun through June 2007 and
pay a base salary of $187,639 a year, 7
percent more than now.

Wilson also received a one-time 7
percent bonus - $13,135 - ba~~~?n

his job performance.
"Theyfelthe wasdoingan outstand­

ingjob,' CountyCounsel MickKraus­
nick said.

Wilson has been the chiefexecutive
since1993. Heoverseesabout4,500 em.
ployees andabudget ofabout$700 mil.
lion.

Earlier, the boardvotedto spendan
estimated $908,410 011 a computersys-

tem for the assessor, tax collectorand
auditor·controller.

County officials said the new sys­
tem,expected tobein use illJuly 2003
will save ~1bout $2 million over 10
YOQ1'S b ..anuso oflucreasel.1 productlvi.
ty and other benefits.

"Thecurrent system is 11 years old,
and it's showingits age,"said project

SEE PAGE B-2, BOARD

CONTINUED FROM B·1
manager Doug Harms, chief of
administration in the assessor's
office.

The system will allow home
and businessowners to use their
own computers to pay property
taxes by credit carel. It also will
allow Internet users to look up
specific parcels for assessed val­
ue and other information.

Busi.nesses could use the sys­
tem to file their annual state­
ments on the cost of equipment
and supplies. Title companies,
banks and other frequent users
of property information could
benefit, as well.

Harms,whowillbecome asses-

SOl' in January, said the system
willease the process for correct­
ing data and carrying out I!ew
state laws on property taxation.
It also will help with building
permits and other land use mat­
tel's.

John Emerson, the county's
chief information officer, said
someof the features for the pub­
lie might be available a little lat­
er than the July 1,2003, rollout of
the system.

It will come froIII Megabyte
Systems Inc., whichhas sold~illl'
ilar systems to 17 other Califor­
nia counties.

Bee staff writer John Holland can
be reached at 578-2385 or
jhol/and@modbee.com.



move qUicklY,perhaps because a lease is ·.·····fication of the local ecoilomy~ Agl'jCli-ii~;',·
upor rents are escalating,are not interest"iis vital to this county, butit's only a slice
ed'tn sites without water, roads and other'10f the solution. As astute highschool stu­
essentials. The Board of Supervisors' infra- dent Miguel Quinonez told Bee reporter
structure bank - which lends money to John Holland, "There's nothing wrong
the county's cities to help make such Im- Iwith farming. But you have to bring in
provements - is a start, but it's not' i1new things as well."
enough. 'G' th t ' I'. iven e couny s popu ation growth

- They can work closely with developers and stabilizing local economy, the opporh
to get industrial parks built, as city and nity for sweeping job growth is here. Notl
county leaders have started doing in ing could transform this county more, am
Patterson. nothing would be a better legacy for to-

- They can quit studying and start act- day's leaders, than to help create thou-
.ing, As Jardine wrote, "Those entrusted sands of new high-wage jobs. 'I'hose jobs,
with economic development have conunis- more than anything else, are what this
stoned study after study over the years, area and its residents need.

Stanislaus l~_aders
_0 ......_._.,. __ ••• _-

h_Clye ajob to do
,.~ .._...

\ But that won't be eriough to slash Stanis- :and are now studyingthe resllil;'~f,'lIl11I'Tt' l t ti ,laus County's shamefully high rates of pov- .previous studies."
1 j songpas .me I erty and u~em~lOYl~lent.. Only a broad mix" • They can reserve prime industrlal Ior:

• of well-payingJobs in this county, support- tions - what's left of the Hammett Roadto ston studvine ed ?y.strong networks of education and interchange, for example - for jobsrichr '.l <:) training, can do that. industry, period. Many high-wage emplov

and start actine Stanislaus County leaders - both elected ers simply won't settle for sites not adja-
. <:) and appointed - can do much more to fa- cent to the freeway.

A?f?/L 01-02 cilitate job creation here. For example: - They can finally devise a meaningful

T
iming, tech~lOlogy and POPUlation., _ They can provide support - and per- ~rans.portation pla~l, b.oth to imPl'~v.C lo'y
patterns being what they are, .. haps temporary tax credits - for develop- interchanges on HIghway 99, partlcularly
Stanislaus County is primed for ers like Dan Andrade, who is erecting in- in North Modesto and Salida, and to cl'ml
meaningful lob creation - but dustrial buildings in Modesto on specula- in east-west freeway in North Modesto.

only if elected and appointed leaders start tion, meaning that he pays for the struc- :ompallies need modern roads to move
achieving more in their own jobs. tures with no tenants (or income) lined up. :heir goods and people.

The Bee's recent special report on "The _ They can help prepare land for indus- - They can aggressively support dlvcrsi
Valley's Economy" last week spotlighted trial development. Employers who need to
some of the positive things happening in
communities throughout our region. But it
also pointed out some of the shortcomings
standing in the way of long-term economic
health and prosperity.

In a front page story, reporter Jeff Jar­
dine identified a number of obstacles to
higher-wage job growth in Stanislaus
County, including very few appealing in­
Il ustrial sites, a pattern of repetitive job
creation studies that create jobs only for a
trw consultants, and a prevailing attitude
of risk-aversion, if not complacency. Jar­
dine also found that Stanislaus County is
five years behind San Joaquin County in
promoting itself to Bay Area employers.

Meanwhile, San Joaquin County is rak­
ing in higher-wage jobs by the hundreds,
and in the next decade, Merced County
wm realize an employment boom as the
state's next University of California cam-
pus is constructed there. Both counties'
economic suc-esses will ripple through the
Northern San Joaquin Valley, lifting the
whole region.



Sports fields:
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BiU need, ·cost
Report estimates $127 million for
future projects in Modesto, county

ByJOHN HOllAND 3-2~-O?~
BEE STAFF WRITER

Stanislaus Countycould buildmanyofthesports
fields it needswith state bondmoney, development
fees, donations and other financial sources, local
oITicials said Monday.

The Modesto City Council and the county Board
ofSupervisors held an informal meeting on a new
report that estimatesa needfor$127 million worth

of baseball diamonds, soccer fields and other
projects over the next 20 years.

The officials did not discuss the report's sugges­
tion that many of the projects be funded by a
quarter-percent sales tax increaseor an annual fee
ofperhaps$20 on homes.

Instead, they urged that the county and its nine
ciLies tap recentstate bondmeasures forparks,de­
velopment fees alreadychargedonnewhomes, and
contributionsfromfoundations, leagues and other
donors.

The report projects a needfor 128 youth baseball
fields, 76 youthsoccer fields andmuchsmallernum­
bers of adult softball fields and other sites. The

Beals Group ofSan Jose compiled the report on a
$134,895 contract with the county and Modesto.

"They've donean excellent job togoto the differ­
ent communities to find out what they wanted,"
Supervisor NickBlom said.

Later this spring, the countyboard and the City
Council eachwillconsideradopting the reportas a
guide to future projects.

Two-thirds voter approval would be needed for a
sales tax increase or an annual assessment on
homes.

"It's prematuretoevenspenda lotoftimetalking
SEE PAGE B-2, PROJECTS

CONTINUED FROM B·1
Hatch Road, where a winter
freeze had killed the ice plants.
The relandscaping is now COlll­
plete,

Caltrans also has completed a
numberofotherprojects, includ­
ing:

• Repairing anti paintinga de­
caying wooden sound wall on
the east side ofHighway 99 just
south of Vintage Faire Mall.
Landscaping is beingdonealong
the wall.

• Landscaping alongHighway
99 near theCentralModesto exit,
with help from a Workforce In­
vestment Board grant and the
city. ....

-. Doubling the number of
Adopt-A-Highway litter pickups
each year to once a month.

Still to come are:
• A master landscape plan for

the Highway 99 corridor, an ef­
fort being led by the Stanislaus
Council of Governments.

• A tree planting at the High­
way 99 interchanges of Pelan­
daleandStandiford, funded bya
$50,000 state Department of For­
estry grant.

• A more attractive entrance
to the city at Sisk Road­
Briggsmore Avenue-Orange­
burg Avenue, complete with
landscaping and a "Welcome to
Modesto" minlarch.

• A mass bulb planting. The

nonprofitAmerica the Beautiful
Foundation haspromised Moues­
to 10,000 free daffodil bulbs. The
city is working with the garden
club to find a public place to
plant them.

"I think we've made progress
in some areas, and I think we
failed in alot of areas," Bakker
said Tuesday. He said he still
seeslotsofillegal signs,forexam­
ple.

"I think everybody's trying,
but you'vejust gol. to be vigilant
about it ifyou're goingto do it "
he said. '

Bee slaff wr/ler Melanie Turner
can be reached tll 578·2366 or
mlurner@modbee.com.
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Study
targets
funding
of fields
County's needs over the
next 20 years could cost
taxpayers $127 million

By JOHN HOLLAND
BEE STAFF WRITER

Anewreport suggests a salestax in:
crease or a levy on homeowners to
payformanyoftilesportsfields need­
ed in StanislausCounty.

The report, set for discussion at a
public meeting tonight, outlines
about $127 million worth of baseball
diamonds, soccer fields and other
projects over the next 20 years.
. Modesto alone would get a pair of
majorsportscomplexes, eachwithnu­
merous fields and a swimming pool,
as wellas severalsmallerprojects.

Around the county, the projects
range from renovation of school and
park fields to construction of multi­
field complexes.

The report says major projects in
thefirst fiveyearscouldbefunded by
a quarter-percent sales tax increase,
costing an estimated $29 per county +
residenteachyear or an annualfeeof
perhaps $20 on each home. Either
would need two-thirds voter approv-
al. . .

"Those are optionsthat they're say­
ing would be possible ways of fund­
ing,"said Nathan Houx, project coor­
dinator for Modesto. "They are not
necessarily what wewould goand do.
Obviously, salestaxesare prettyhard
to.aetpassed." .

'f1le report suggests paying for
smallerprojects mostly from existing
sources, includingdevelopment fees,
usercharges, andcityandcountygen­
eral funds. Private donations and
state and federal grants also could
help.

The Beals Group, a consulting firm
based in SanJose,didthestudyunder

SEE PAGE A·16, FIELDS

CONTINUED FROM A·1
a $134,895 contractwiththecoun­
ty and Modesto. The City Coun­
cil and Board of Supervisors
could vote late this spring on
whether to use the report to
guidefuture projects.

"The Board of Supervisors'
No.1 priority is ensuringa safe
and healthy community, and a
component ofthat is a good park
and recreation system," said
Kevin Williams, directorofenvi­
ronmental resources for the
county.

The report cites a need espe­
ciallyfor youth fields' - 128 for
baseball and 76 for soccer. It
showsa moderate need foradult
softball andsoccer fields county­
wide, as well as for swimming
pools in and near Modesto. It
says basketball, tennis and vol­
leyball playerscould getbywith
today's courts, although major
new complexes might include
gymnasiums.

The report does not deal with
the needsofschool teams, but it
suggests that nonschoolleagues
use campus fields where possi-

. ble.
The consultants suggest light­

ing fields to increase the hours
of use. On the other hand, they
note that turf willwear out if it

dOeS(hot haveenough timeto re­
coverbetween games.

Thecounty's73/ u percentsales
tax alreadyincludes a special ll­
brary tax of an eighth of a per­
cent,expiringill 2005. Some ofll­
cials have suggested askingvot­
ers for a half-percent increase
for transportation.

"The political feasibility of se­
curing a sales tax increase (for
fields) should be analyzed Iur­
ther," the report states.

A propertyassessment, on the

other hand, could have a better
chance because it could be 1'1'0­

posed only in the parts of the
countywheresupportisevident,
according to the report.

Thereport projects that nearly
$40 million could be raised for
small projectsover five years if
government charged a park de­
velopment fee of$1,360 forevery
newhome in the county.

That is the average feenow as­
sessed in eight cities; Waterford
does not charge such a fee, nor

does the county for homes built
outside cities.

Thepark fees in theeightcities
range from $463 in Hughson to •
$2,206 in Modesto. These fees do

;not need voter approval.
The consultants did not offer

details on possible funding be­
yond fiveyears but did say that
it couldbe hard to sustain voter
support.

The report estimates that the
new recreation sites would cost
about $6 million a year to oper­
ate. It suggests using general
funds, part of the sales tax In­
crease, userfees andothersourc­
es to cover the cost.

Turlockwilltakecareofabout
a fifth ofits projected field needs
witha sportscomplex scheduled
toopenin August, with10 soccer
fields and twosoftball diamonds.
Complexes also have been con­
sidered in Modesto, Salida,
Oakdale, Ceres and Patterson.

Also, the master plan for Tuo­
lumne River Regional Park in- I

eludes a major sports complex in
the Carpenter Road area of
Modesto. but nodetailed planfor
it has emerged.
Bee slall writer John Holland
can be reached al 578-2385
or jholland@modbee.com.
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improve Stanislaus
GrJVer,'°'simon,
Deklinski and

Harms endorsed
• Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors:
Ray Simon and Jeff Grover

Two seats on the Stanislaus County
Board ofSupervisors - key

decision-making postswhen it comes to
economic development, transportation,
air quality and environmental issues ­
will be filled by Stanislaus County voters
in the March 5 election. The winners will
help guideStanislaus County through its
transition from an agrarian economy to a
more diverse urban economy.

Four men are running: IncumbentRay
Simon, who is challenged by
agribusinessman Mike Birch in District 4,

and Modesto CitySchools
Trustee Gary Lopez,

. running against business
ownerJeff Groverfor the
District 3 seat being
vacated by Supervisor
Nick Blorn. It is a quality
field; all have strengths
that could wellserve the

Grover public.
But after interviewing

the candidates, watching
their campaigns, checking
their recordsand talking
to many people who watch
localgovernment, we
believe Simon and Grover
are the two best qualified.

Simon

Supervisors control a
$701 millionbudget,

oversee 4,736 employees and make policy
decisions affecting 460,000 county
residents. It is a job that calls for sound
judgmentand the willingness to make
tough decisions with the overall good of
the county - includingits cities - in
mind.
. Simonhas repeatedly shown an ability
to do the job effectively, Havingserved on
the Board ofSupervisors since 1975 and
on the Modesto CityCouncil before that,
he is a seasoned leader with a solid grasp
of issues and good problem-solving skills.

His challenger, Mike Birch, would bring
many fine attributes to publicservice.
Simon has the edge, however, because of
his experience and focus on high-wage job
creation, this region's No.1 priority. At
his suggestion, the county created an
economic development bank that provides
loans and grants to Stanislaus County
communities for the purposeofproviding
the water, sewer and other services
required to attract job-producing
businesses. Simon'sgoal ifre-elected is to
build the bank to $5 million to $10 million,

Though Jeff Groverhas not held
elective public office, his record ofsuccess
in the private sector and community
service make him well qualified for the
job. He was co-chairman of the winning
Modesto school bond drive in November;
he served 011 the Modesto Planning
Conunission from 1988 to 1994; and he was
foreman of the 1992 grand Jm'y.
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O'Dell Engineering IS building
, ..

new offices onScenic in Modesto
By TIM MORAN cityrequires, he said, because there are not ally other
BEE STAFF WRITER . parking options in the area.

O'Dell Engineering in Modesto is building a As the first tenant, O'Dell Engineering is anxious to
6,600-square-foot office building on Scenic Drive next to move in. The engineering firm started eight years ago
ScenicDrive-ln. . and has grown steadily since then, O'Dell said. It has

Whencompletednext summer, O'DellEngineeringwill outgrown the 4,500·square·foot space it occupies down­
moveits offices, currently at 1101 MSt., to the new build. town.
ing, said owner Randall O'Dell. "Wewanted to be near downtown, we like the down-

The building is the first phase of what will be three town. Wedo a lot of business with the city and county,"
O'Dell said.

office buildings with a combined total of almost 20,000 Scenic Drive is "a little off the downtown core," he
square feet of space, O'Dellsaid. noted,but reasonably close,with good access to the free-

There is no specific timetable to build the other two way."Wehave survey crewson the road all the time,"he
buildings, O'Dell said. "Wejust want to get the first one commented.
under our belt. We haven't marketed it at all," he said. The traffic exposure on Scenic will not hurt either,

The buildings will be single story, designed to blend in O'Dell said. "A lot of cars go by there."
with the residential areas to the north, O'Dell said. J.L. A final benefit may be the proximity to Scenic Drive-
Bray & Son Inc. is the contractor on the project. In. "The staff has joked about putting in a pneumatic

The buildings will have more parking space than the tube to send cheeseburgers over," O'Dell said.

0<./-/;)'-07- .... ,.. ' _.. _ _.~

County transportation agency gets good, bad- news

....,... .. .... , '

interchange in Ceres and the Highway 120
bypass in Oakdale.

The council asked for $36.4 million from a
state reserve fund and got none of it. The
council wants the money for two Modesto­
area projects: the widening of Highway 219
(KiernanAvenue)betweenHighways99 and
108 (McllenryAvenue), and an improvedPe­
landale Avenue-Highway 99 interchange.

The council will ask to have its five-year
funding program amended in May to In­
clude moneyfor Highway219. If the council

By MELANIE TURNER
BEE STAFF WRITER

Stanislaus County's transportation plan­
ning agencybrought home some goodnews
and somenot-so-good news after the Callfor­
nla Transportation Comnrlssion adoptedthe
state's five-year funding program.

The Stanislaus Council of Governments
succeeded last week in a request for $25.3
milliun, most of which will complete the
funding needed for a couple of major
projects: the WhitmoreAvenue-Highway 99

• _11_

doesnot secure $22.ll1lillion [or right-of-way
acquisition and construction, the project
could be delayed two to three years, said
Gary Dickson, the council's executive dlrec­
tor.

The state commissionis likely to CUllS ldor
the request June 12or 13, he said.

Riverbank's Kirk Lindsey, H member of
the state Transportation Connuission, en­
couragedStanislaus officials to "get thai re­
quest in for an amendment."

Bee staff writer Melanie Turner can he reached
al 578-2366 or mturner@modbee.com.--



SEE PAGE B-2, AIR

parking for carpoolers.
"Wewant toshowweare trying todoas llJ uchas we

can, taking every step we can to clean the air and
release some of the pressure on business," council
senior planner Debbie Whitmoresaid.

The San Joaquin Valley air basin was recently
dropped from "serious" to "severe" nonattainment
becauseofthe levelofozonein the air, Aplan toshow
howtoget backwith acceptablelevelsmust be adopt­
ed this May. That goalmust bereached by November
2005.

In order toshare ideasabout howtoreach the goals,
transportation planning agencieshave been meeting
withrepresentatives from the air district, the Califor­
nia DepartmentofTransportation, the CaliforniaAir
ResourcesBoardand the U.S Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. .

Members of the valleywide committee brain­
stormed a list of possible control measures last fall.
TheStanislaus CouncilofGovernments boardselect­
ed three measures Irom the list. Two of the three al­
ready aI'e in place and will continue.

By MELANIE TURNER
- BEE STAFF WRITER

Stanislaus County's transportation planning agen­
cy Wednesday madea formal commitmentto region­
al ride sharing, better bicycle and pedestrian routes,
and conducting business over the Internet - all in
the name of air quality.

The Stanislaus Councilof Governments board was
thefirst amongthe localgovernments and transporta­
ti.on plaI~ning agenciesto take such steps to improve

. all' quality, Eventually, all governments and trans­
portation agencies throughout the eight-county San
Joaquin ValleyAir PollutionControlDistrict are ex·
pected to follow suit,

Underthe federal CleanAir Act, the transportation
improvementsmust be included in the air district's
plan to reduce ozone. They can range from adding
turn lanes or roundabouts to reduce traffic conges­
tion at major intersections to providing preferential

':--------.. ---..------------- •. Cf(\1J '.q O'v •

.Agency connmts to air quality
Even small steps, transportation
changes have impact, planners say

..

\..-- ..--

;.tJR: Board approves plan
ICONTINUED FROM B·l . council of governments -f

Last December, the council of launched its Web site, which al­
governmentsallocateda federal lows business to be conducted
grant to finance Commute Can. over the Internet. The council
nection, the regional ride-share voted to encourage people to do
program, through 2003. The business this way, rather than
board will re-evaluate the pro- drive to the downtown Modesto
gram after that. office.'

As for bicycle .and pedestrian Atleast.one policyboardmem-
travel, the council of govern. bel', Stanislaus COWIty Supervi­
1ll~l1t~ supported funding high. SOl' PaulCaruso,.tho,ught thecon­
prtority bike and pedestrian trol measures didn t amount to
projects identified in its Region- m.~ch. .
al Bicycle ActionPlan. . When. th: -publ~cseeswe'rego-

In July, the boardadopted the ing to,pr!.ol'ltIze blCy:les.... Let's
plan, which identifies funding get real, C~ruso said,
for such projects. ,Butcouncilofg?ver~Ir~ents as-

The neweststep tow 1 d sistant planner Tiffanl Fink said
ingozone wastaken la=;~ fIe T1I1C- the board ~an only adoptcontrol

e a, ie measures It can implement.
3

..

Not another study!

I read with disgust the article
"Countycommissions jobs

study" (Modesto Bee, March
14). Again, the supervisors
have goneout of the area to
use $50,000 of taxpayers' money
as our portion of the cost of
another study. The supervisors
votedagain to hire an outside
firm to spend over a year La
"develop strategies and, more
importantly, deploy those
strategies faster." (Quotes
attributed to Richard Jantz,
deputy executiveofficerfor
economic development.) I am
wonderinghow fast these
strategies can be deployed if it
is goingto take until summer
of 2003 to develop these
strategies.

Jantz also insinuates that om
local experts do not have the
expertise to be hired for this
study. I, as a resident of \ '
Modesto and stanislaus rJ
County, will be watching with '\)
bated breath to see whether j),
this study provides the H
strategies to bring new rf\
companiesand another Q
economic base to this area or
whether tlils is just another
costly study.

ck I truly wish for the study to
to lfl~ a success and we need more

a1Vl better paying jobs. Good
lUI;k!

. ~{ICAHDO GUZMAN
Modesto s
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Countywide effort to manage urban sprawl
brings disappointment and a vow to do more

BRUCE FROHMAN

About three years ago, a Stanislaus
County supervisor askedcitizen

activist DennyJackman and me to
discontinue the pursuit ofour vision to
establishurban limit lines within
StanislausCounty.

We were introduced to the
"Visioning Process." A committee'had
beenformed to create a road mapfor
the county's future. We were promised
that the plan would be so great, OUi"

Future Options on Development - or
FOOD - initiative would not be
needed. Agriculturewould finally be
protected.from the incessant takingof
urban sprawl.

Last week, I met with committee
ChairmanTomVanGroningen to
ascertain exactly wherewe are.

The visionstatement has essentially
beencompleted, but the
implementation strategy has come to a
standstill because the stakeholder

politicaljurisdictions want to continue
operatingas independent kingdoms.
We have a road map to the future with
noneof the roads connected.

Eachcity and StanislausCounty will .
interpret the vision in its own
self-interest. Decisions willbe made
regardless of the harm that may be
done to the county as a whole. For
example, if the BoardofSupervisors
wants to build a multithousand-acre
businesspark on the best soil ill the.
county, they cite the sectionof the

.vision that says that jobswill be
created. At the same time, they will
ignorethe harm to agriculture because
theyfollow a different road on an
incomplete map.

j ackman and I are determined to end
the planning anarchy that

dominates government in our county,
We are tired of seeingmapsdrawn and
redrawn whimsically by whoever
holds politicaloffice.

We had expected a countywide land
use master plan to come out of the
vision. We had expected to see a
long-term plan for the entire county
and an end to the piecemeal short-term
method ofdoingbusiness.

Under able leadership, we had
expected Van Groningen's

committee to receivemuch greater
support and cooperation than has been
given. The visioningprocess has
enteredan endlessdark tunnel.

Modesto CityCouncil candidate
Jackmanand I are resumingour
efforts to establish urban limit lines
for the protection ofoneof the key
elements of the vision: a viable
agriculture industry.

With publicsupport, we intend to put
a clearlymarked road for agriculture
on the map and keep it there.Then,
the rest of the map willbedone.

Bruce Frohman Is a citycouncilman In
Modesto
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County to WOO Bay Area execs
Stanislaus group hopes
event will lure employers

By JEFF JARDINE
BEE STAFF WRITER

StanislausCounty officials and em­
ployers will take their corporate re­
cruiting campaign on the road, hob­
nobbing with about 100 chief execu­
tive officers from Bay Area compa­
ntes during a reception Feb. 281n San
Francisco.

The invitation-only event, at
Bloomberg News headquarters, will
include a 2002 economic forecast by
DanReichl, Bloomberg News bureau
chief. Thespeechwillbefollowed bya

reception hosted by Reagan Wilson,
Stanislaus County's chiefexecutive of­
ficer.

Thereception is part ofthe county's
"74 Miles, 74 Reasons - Stanislaus
County Closer Than You Think"cam­
paign. It isdesigned toattractemploy­
ers who would bring higher-paying
jobsto thecountybyrelocating or ex­
pandingto the area.

Guests willviewafive-minute video­
tape that Includes endorsements for
the county by John Mayol of Pacific
Southwest Container, Torn Eakin of
MTC Distributingand Frank Rimkus
ofGalaxy Theatres.

About 25 executives from Stanis­
laus County companies will answer

questions from the Bay Area execu­
tives about doing business with the
countyand its nine cities.

VirginiaMadueno, marketingman­
ager for the county's Department of
Employment and Training, said the
reception is part of an advertising
package through sister radio stations
KGO and KSFO.

Shesaid the ads tout theadvantages
ofdoing business in StanislausCoun­
ty.

"We wanted to make sure we had
some name recognition before wedid
the reception." Madueno said.

Bee stall writer Jell Jardine can be
reached at 578-2383 or lJardlne@
modbee.com.
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Davis·announces
transportation projec

..
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Governor proposes
spending $892 million
to reduce congestion

1) sc, iq .;loo'
THE AsSotlATED PRESS

SACRAMENTO - Gov. Davis
has proposed spending $892 mil­
lionon109 transportation projects
tocutconunute timesandeasetraf
fie congestion.

The governor's proposal, an­
nounced Monday, includes these
projects. for the 2002·03 budget
year:

• Eight Highway 99 improve­
ment projects adding a total of 35
freeway lane miles.

• Nineteen train service im­
provement projects onthe Capitol,
San Joaquin and Pacific Surfliner
corridors, and the Metrolink rail
line, .

• Eightprojects on Highway 101
belween Sonoma and Los Angeles
counties.

• Fiveprojects onHighway 91 be­
tween the Inland Empireand Or-
angeCounty., .

The state has federal money
fromtheInterregionalTransporta­
tionImprovement Program to pay .
for the projects,

Lastyear,thestateallocated $636
million Iromthe samefederal pro­
gram. Andearlier this year,Davis
allocated an additional $5.3 billion
in Traffic Congestion Relief Pro­
grammoney.

Therecordthree-yearcapitallm­
prevenient program is one of the
largest in the nation and will'cre­
ate mousanua ot oonstrueuon jons
in addition to cutting commute

. limes, said Maria Contreras­
Sweet, secretary of the state Busi-

ness,Transportation and Housing
Agency.

The California Department of
Transportation budget·is 50 per­
cent larger than it wasthreeyears '
ago, and is twice as large as any
other state's, Caltrans Director
Jeff Morales said. The state also
spends about $1 billion a year to
maintain its transportation net­
work.

Much of the spending proposed
Monday is focused on the state's
keycommute and truckingroutes,
interconnections between high­
ways and mass transit hubs, and
helping rural communities that
have. less transit money, Morales
said.

Thelist ofprojects nominated lJy
Davis mustbeapproved bytheCali­
fornia Transportation Commis­
sion after a series ofhearings. Ap­
proval is expected by April.
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Public, private
sectors working
together for jobs
Teamwork between govenm:ent and ~he pri~ate

sector paid offthis week With moreJobs fOI the
area. Andeven more jobs maybe on the horizon. .

ConAgra announced that it is startmg to
distribute tomatoproductsmadeat its Oakdale
plant from a new 400,069-square-foot warehouse in
SouthModesto.

Although the distribution center opened with 15
workers, a 280,000-square-foot addition is under
construction. The facility soonwill have 80
warehouse workers plus four salaried employees,
company officials said. .

TheStanislaus County Economic Development
Corp. worked with the county Department of
Employment and Training and the state
Employment Development Department to create a
pool ofqualified workers to staff the center.
ConAgra initially planned to beginusing the.
warehouse on OatesCourt near Crows Landmg
Road next summer. But with the warehouse
available, built asa speculative projectby developer
Buzz Oates, and workers ready with the necessary
jobskills, ConAgra moved its schedule ~p by at
least six months.This job-hungry area is thankful
for that.

We're impressed, too, with the initiative shown by
Oates in building the warehouse before having an
assured occupant. The private sector provided the
enterprise for this project. And weapplaud the
teamwork amongSCEDCO, state and county
officials that helped make it happen. Jobs, the more
and higher-paying the better, are essential to
improving the valley's standard of living.

+ The Stanislaus County Workforce Investment
Board, in the'process of mergingwith SCEDCO, is
aimingfor more job growthand economic
stimulation soonwith $865,000 In loans and grants.
The money was provided through Stanislaus
County's Economic Development Bank initiated by
Supervisor RaySimon. The purpose of the bank,
seeded with $1.5 millionby the Boardof
Supervisors, is to help county communities draw
jobsby stimulatiug economic development.

Modesto, with its $405,000 loan to spruce up' and
design a 92-acre Kansas Avenue BusinessPark on
the former FMC Corp. property, expects eventually
to create 1,500 newjobs and generate $300,000 a year
in tax revenue.That project, spearheadedby·City
Manager Jack Crist, seems to be on track and
shouldbe showing results this comingyear. The
faster the better. Thosejobsare needed.

Patterson also is likely to S90n see the start of a
newbusiness park bringing hundreds, and
eventuallythousands, of jobs to the county. A
$210,000 loan to improve Baldwin Road, the site's
main access road, will help make it happen. '

Othermoney went to Hickman, Waterford and
Denair for infrastructure and building
improvements and economic development planning.

There, is still a long wayto go in creating the
businessparks and well-paying jobs required to
bring broad prosperity to one of the poorest regions
of the state. But toward that encl, it is good to see
'some economic davaloPlllont shaping up.



State keeps
economic balance

WIllie north feeling tech pinch,
south buoyed by jobs in defense

, ~~A~ ~poQJs
SAN FRANCISCO - While it is widely accepted

the United States has been in a recession since
spring, California is doing its best to stay afloat.
It has succeededso far because of a near-perfect

balance between the northern and southern econo­
mies,according toKeitaro Matsuda,a senior econo­
mist for Union Bank of California.

In his latest report on the state's economy, Matsu­
da reports that the technology sector continues to

adversely affect Northern California.However, he
has found the downward spiral is counteracted by
improving employment in the Central Valley and
Southern California's rise in defense-related jobs.

Matsuda concludes negative business conditions
in Northern California, particularly the BayArea,
are lialancod by positive ones in the south, hopeful­
ly enabling the slate to withstand a recession.

The main culprit of the state's economic slow­
down is the failing technology sector.

Accordingtoa study bythe FederalReserveBank
ofSan Francisco, the BayAreadependson informa­
tion tephnology firms for 11 percent of nonfarm
jobs and 32 percent of payroll dollars. The figures. - .._--._.-.. .__ __ .,." .

for the entire state are 7 percent and 17 percent,
respectively.

Another factor contributing to Northern Califor­
nia's struggles is the sharp rise in unemployment,
most notably in Santa Clara County. Jobless fig­
ures have quadrupled to 6.4 percent in October
from 1.6percent last year at the same time.

Matsuda also cited the commercial real estate
slump in the Bay Area, especially San Francisco.

"Office vacancy has jumped from the 2 percent
levela year agoto 111 percent currently. SiliconVal­
ley,which had practically n~ available office space
a year ago, is now saddled WIth a 12 percent vacan-

SEE PAGE D-4, ECONOMY
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CY," Matsuda said.

Meanwhile, the central to
southern portions of the stale
are faring better, he found.

Central Valley unemployment
has fluctuated,but the trend sug­
gests the situation is improving,
according to Matsuda.

Also the U.S. Office of Federal
Housi~lg Enterprise Oversight
reported Californiahas the larg­
est percentagerise in home pric­
esofthe fiftystates,with the Cen­
tral Valleyleading the way.

"Surprisingly, Mode~to. h~d
the highest price appreclat~Onll1

the country with a 21.8 percent
increase, followed by Stockton­
Lodi with 20.3 percent," Matsu-

da said. "This is further evi­
dence that the prosperity in the
coastal area is finally spreading
to the Central Valley:;'

In Southern California, Matsu­
da's forecast is positive because
its economy is well-diversified
andthe technology sector repre­
sents less than 10 percent of the
region's total payroll. Also, de­
fense-related employment has
risen since the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks, helping to stabilize the
area's economy.

In real estate, the Los Angeles
market has been stable and San
Diego has the lowestoffice vacan­
cy rale in California at only 8.5
percent, Matsuda said.

"The housing market also

shows a positive pattern with
Los Angeles showing a strong
gain of 13.3 percent and Orange
County home prices increasing
by'12.1 percent," Matsuda noted.

Heading into 2002, Matsuda
feelsthe San Diego and L.A. econ­
omies will track the national
trend and recover by midyear.

But the BayArea willcontinue
to struggle with unemployment
and rising real estate vacancies,
Matsuda added. And, he doesn't
see the Bay Area's technology
sector rebounding until 2003.

"Although il's stormy in the
Bay Area, there are high douds
in Southern Callforuia. We're
walking a fine line between reo
covery and recession," he said.
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'Every agency
that has
railroad tracks
in its
iurisdiction is
on high alert
tonight. We are
monitoring
areas where
there is heavy
foot traffic,
trying to keep
people off the
tracks. '

Train ~~
, ~. \spill v~ ,t

causes
scare
Stanislaus, San Joaquin
close some roads after
chemical falls along rails

By TV PHILLIPS, KEN CARLSON,
DARYL FARNSWORTH and PATRICK GIBLIN

BEE STAFF WRITERS

A caustic chemical that spilled from
a freight train created a scare Thurs­
day throughout the Northern San
Joaquin Valley.

Law enforcement and fire officials
briefly closed some roads in Stanis­
laus and San Joaquin counties until
health officials identified the powder
and how to deal
with it. Most agen- .,- __...........
cies decided simply Union Pacific
to spray the chemi- refuses to
cal with water to di-
lute it. . stop trains.

The chemical, so- Page A-20 +
dium hydroxide,
can burn skin on contact and also can
cause respiratory problems.

The full scope of the spill was not
known Thursday night, but it spread
at least between Manteca and the
Merced County line.

No injuries were reported from the
chemical, which was discovered in
Stanislaus County about 4 p.m., slier­
iffs spokesman Kelly Huston said.
Firefighters and law enforcement of­
ficers guarded affected areas to keep
poojrle fro lit gottIng near potentlat haz­
ards.

Union Pacific Railroad officials told
the Sheriff's Department they did not
know which train had dropped the
powdered chemical, nor could they de-.
ternune when it happened, Huston
said. UP officials did not return calls
from The Bee.

An engineer told deputies he no-

SEE PAGE A-20, SPILL

+

ticed the powder on the tracks Wednes­
day.

Train traffic stopped briefly about
5 p.m., then resumed about 5:30, despite
the objection of deputies who said the
trains were stirring up chemical clouds
that could be dangerous.

"Most of the spills on the tracks here
were dustings," Huston said. However
an estimated 5pounds of'thechemical fell
on the tracks betweenKiernan Avenue in
Salida and the San Joaquin County line.
It appeared that the train dropped more

of the chemical
when it hit
bumps.

Authorities
closed all of Sali­
da's rail cross­
ings at one point
while health offi­
cials considered
what to do.

Different agen­
cies handled the
problem in dlf­
ferent ways.

In Turlock,
firefighters
went to Target
and Wal-Mart
and bought bak­
ing soda.

"We will mix
the baking soda
in the tanks of
our fire trucks
and then' wash
down the pow­
der," said Jerry

_ Steve Williams, McDaniel, Tur-
assistant fire chief, lock's fire mar-

Turlock Rural Fire shal, "We are
Department getting help

from the CIty
Parks Depart­

ment and they are bringing their spray­
ers to help us reach areas that our trucks
can't get to."

He estimated that city crews would be
out until at least midnight cleaning up
the powder.
.Elsewhere in Stanislaus County, fire­

fighters patrolled the tracks' and sprayed
the powdered areas with water. The rain
t~~t began to fall Thursday night helped.

Every agency that has railroad tracks
in its jurisdiction is on high alert to­
night," said Steve Williams, assistant fire
chief for the Turlock Rural Fire Depart-
mont, "WQ QI'O lnnnilr1l'tilg LH'Of\!l wher-e
there is heavy foot traffic, trying to keep

people ofT the tracks."
In downtown Turlock, city fire officials

ordered taco trucks that park along till'
tracks to move their business onto till'
street.

Turlock Rural firefighters went to thl'
Golden State Boulevard overpass to evnr-

"'-

uate a lenl city of homeless people living
near the UP line.

San Joaquin County officlnls wore tho
first to determine that the powder was a
minor risk to the public. Rail crossings
were closed only briefly to motorists in
Manteca as emergency crews tended til

the spill.
"It's the equivalent of'Drano," said I'h il

lip Cook, a hazardous-materials special
ist with the county Office of Emergency
Services, "It burns the skin. It's a hazar;1
if you come into contact with it."

Railroad crossings in downtown Modes­
to remained open, but the crossings at
Kansas and Woodland avenues were
cl.osedfor a short time. said Terry Indor-

. bitzen, a battalion chief with the Fire Do­
1 partment. The closures made a mess of

rush-hour traffic.
UP is responsible for the cleanup and

~'ailr?ad crews were supposed to be IWlp­
mg dilute the powder with water tankers,
Huston said.
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Chairman setsagenda
for county

: ~<?UNTY: Chairman says
~ cities must protect farmland
i·

By JOHN HOLLAND
BEE STAFF WRITER

Stanislaus County should support busi­
ness while improving roads and other ser­
vices, Supervisor Tom Mayfieldsaid in his
state of the County speech Tuesday.

Mayfield, the board's chairman for 2002,
also called for continuing the fight against
methamphetamine, keeping development
off prime farmland and guarding county
finances against state budget cuts.

"To be a visionary is to project the big
picture for the future and to provide a road
map for change," said Mayfield, a farmer
who has represented Turlock and the
southeast county since 1993. "This board
will continue to chart an impressive
course."

He said a "small-business-friendly envi­
ronment" would help the county keep em­
ployers and attract more. He urged simpli­
fying the process for various permits, ad­
vertising the county's tourist attractions

and redeveloping downtowns.
Mayfield said the California Department

ofTransportation has been slow in improv­
ing roads, so the county should take on the
e!lgineering, environmental study and
right-of-way purchases. He suggested issu­
mg bonds to pay for road projects that aid
job creation.
. Mayfield urged the use of recycled tires
111 asphalt, as well as reopening the tire.

SEE PAGE B·2, COUNTY
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e burning power plant near West­
t ley, which has operated little

since the 1999 fire in the tire pile
adjacent to the plant.

The county should work on an­
nexing unincorporated neigh.
borhoods to cities, helping cover
the cost of sidewalks and other
needed work, he said.

Mayfieldsaid the county board
has strong policies against devel­
opment of farmland, but the
state needs to give the county
more say on where schools can

, be built. He also said cities are
not doing enough to protect near­
by farmland.

"For all those who promote the
preservation of agricultural
land within Stanislaus County,
you need to appear before the
nine city councils and convince
then~ of th~ importance of pre.
servmg agl'lcultmalland since
this is where it is being con.
sumed," he said.

The chairman noted several re­
cent accomplishments - pur.
chase of land for a: Fink Road
dump expansion, opening of a
drug-treatment center in Ceres,
purchase of a site for a new Sali-

da library and use of equipment
that can detect ingredients in
metlwmphetaIlline.

"Last year alone, we busted 90
(meth) labs," he said. "On the avo
erage, it is reported that only 10
percent oflab producers are ever
caught. That means that there
could be as many as 900 operat­
ing labs in Stanislaus County
alone. These labs need to be shut
down."

Mayfield praised efforts by the
county Health Services Agency
to encourage patients to use its
many clinics rather than seek ex.
pensive care in hospital emer­
gency rooms.

He said county government so
far appears to be safe from major
cuts as California officials try to
deal with a looming deficit in the
state budget.

"As a county, we will strive to
be the best in California" May­
field concluded. "You caJ~ count
on a continuously better county
goVert~l11ellt and a stronger,
healthier community as a re­
sult. "

Bee staff writer John Holland
can be reached at578-2385
or jholland@modbee.com.
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Ceres votes to annex land for park
velopment of the new park will
betimeconsuming, and the coun­
cil took action Monday night
that should take some pressure
offKerr, Hatchand public works
Director Joe Hollstein.

The council hired longtime
city of Modesto employee Dou­
glasLemcke as Ceres'director of
parks, recreation and facilities.

His salary range will be $6,812
to $8,281 per month.

Among his duties willbedevel­
oping, maintaining and manag­
ingparks and park sites. Healso
will be in charge of leisure and
recreationalprogramsand main­
taining city facilities and build­
ings.

Lemcke worked for Modesto
about 20years, most recently as
a recreation supervisor. Previ­
ously, he wasexecutivedirector
of the Sportsmen of Stanislaus
Clubin Modesto.

Bee slaff writer Bob While may be
reached al 578·2324 or
bwhile@modbee.com.

By BOB WHITE
BEE STAFF WRITER

CERES - In recent years, the
CityCouncil and CeresRedevel­

.opment Agency have focused on
providlngmoreplaces to play in
the conununity.

Monday night, the council
tooka big step in that direction
by voting to annex 78.4acres at
the northeast edgeof the city for
development as apark. TheRede­
velopment Agency bought the
acreagea year and a half agofor
$1 million.

Located on the north side of
Hatch Road, just east of the Riv­
er OaksGolfCourse,the proper­
ty is on two levels - a flat area
running north from Hatch to a
bluff, whichdropsdowntoanoth­
er relativelyflat area in the Tuo­
lumneRiverflood plain.The riv-

.er is the northeast boundary of
the acreage.

RandyHatch,Ceresdirector of
planning and community devel­
opment, said the area in the
flood plain would be left pretty
much in its natural state, except
possibly for picnic areas, play­
grounds, hiking paths and boat
accessfor emergencyrescue per­
sonnel.

Tentative plans call for devel­
opment of the upper portion of
the property into soccer, base­
ball and softballfields, plus oth­
er recreational and park facili­
ties.

Hatchsaid the city earlier sent

out a request forproposalsfrom
firms that mightbe interested in
developing a master plan for the
park, and thestaffis nowreview­
ingsubmittedproposalsas a pre­
lude to selectingan architect.

Before that canhappen,howev­
er, the Stanislaus County Local
Agency Formation Commission
must agree to let Ceres annex
the property.

CityManagerTimKerr said he
wouldbe shockedif the commis­
siondeniedtheannexationappli-

cation. r··"The matter has been before
LAFCo before," Kerr said,
"when we asked last year that
.the property be moved from our
secondary sphere to our prima­
ry sphere of influence.

"LAFCo approved that re·
quest, 'especially after they
learned it wasn't goingto be an­
other housing subdivision."

Coordinatingplanning and de-
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County backs
plan to widen
Highway 219

*8-4 The Modesto Bee ••••

LOCAL NEWS

WIDENING: Six-lane road
is goal for Kiernan Avenue

Access to school from Kiernan still
needs work; project start set in '05

By ALEJANDRA NAVARRO
BEE ~TAFF WRITER

A widening plan for Kiernan Avenue, a state high­
way just north of Modesto, gained support this week
from the Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors.

The city of Modesto voted its support in January.
The $26.7million highway project is in the design

phase now. Construction is expected to start by the ,
end of2005, said Bill Sandhu, project manager for the
California Department of Transportation.

Still undecided is how traffic will be routed ill and
out of Stanislaus Union School, which sits just off
what is now a two-lane highway.

The upcoming project will widen Kiernan, or High­
way 219, to four lanes with a centerdlvlder between

SEE PAGE 8·4, WIDENING
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Highway 99 and Mcllenry Ave­
nue. Eventually, the state plans
to build a six-lane highway.

Under the plan, left turns
would be permitted only at inter­
sections with signals: Stoddard,
Dale, Prescott and Tully roads,
and McHenry.

Buses would not be able to
make left turns into the elemen­
tary school.

Robert Serpa, a member of the
Stanislaus Union School District
board of trustees, said he favors
building a school entrance off
Carver Road, which is a county
road. .

"It's dearly the safest one," he
said. "You don't have to contend
with driving vehicles on and off
a busy highway."

School officials also have con­
cerns about highway noise. Cal­
trans is looking at alternatives
to address the school district's
concerns.. '

School officials saw some of
the alternatives at a board meet­
ing earlier this month, and Cal­
trans plans to present more.

"The (school) board is pretty
staunch that it isn't going to ac­
cept an unsafe proposal, and
we've yet to see anything that
looks like it addresses our con­
cerns," said Serpa, who noted

EXPANSION PLAN
Caltrans plans to widen Kleman
Avenue between Highway 99 and
McHenry Avenue from
two lanes tofourlanes-.' ,

::;j/:\ ~ . "":, .':i_~~i/;jj;/\ t,.;.: ~':::.;,~

···.i., Stanislaus . "'.itEj Union School

that not many Stanislaus Union
School children walk to school.

Kiernan must be widened to ac­
commodate north Modesto
growth, Sandhu said.

"You call see a lot of develop­
ment going on in that area anti
you have to relieve .~he tr~mc
congestion somehow, he said.

The Stanislaus Union School Dis­
trict board of trustees Is scheduled
next month to continue Itsdlscus­
sian of the highway pr~jecl and
what II means for Stamslaus
School. The board meeting Is set at
4:30 p.m. July 10 at Stanislaus
School, 1931 Kiernan Ave.



Acronym remains the same
for small business loan program

By JEFF JARDINE
BEE STAFF WRITER

The Stanislaus County Economic Development
Corp. might, in effect, be history, but the SCEDCO
acronymlives on.

The SCEDCO and Workforce Investment Boards
have merged to form the Business and Workforce
Alliance, whichwill oversee economic development
and job training activities in StanislausCounty.

SCEDCO's smallbusinessloan programstayed be­
hind and inherited SCEDCO's nonprofit exemption
and its acronym. Theprogramis nowcalled Success
CapitalExpansion & Development Corp., or SCED·
CO. f

"We keepthe SCEDCO acronym, but it widens the

scope so that it doesn'tlooklike wejust do business
in Stanislaus County," said Susan Martin, who
heads the agency that operates in Stanislaus, Tuo­
lumne, Merced and Mariposa counties.

The agency will have a new board that approves
loans and functions much like the model preferred
by the U.S. Small Business Administration, which
guarantees the small business loans, she said.

Theagency had toseparatefromthe Businessand
Workforce Alliance because it operates in fourcoun­
ties. The Alliance will concentrate only on Stanis­
laus County.

Contact the Success Capilal Expansion &Development
Corp. (SCEDCO) by calling 521-9372 orvisiting the agen­
cy's offices at1012 I st, Modesto.

NEW BOARD .JW1 10 -060
SCEDCO's new board ofdirectors and loan review
committee consists of12representatives from the
four counties It serves:
• STANISLAUS -r-r- Supervisor Paul Caruso; bankers
James. E. Giles, Marsha Carr and Mike Rodriguez;
consultant Dennis Wilson; and SCEDCO president and
chief executive officer Susan Martin.
• MARIPOSA .,.-Title company owner Neil Stonum;
banker Matt Foraker.
• MERCED - Phil Mulkey, Service Corps ofRetired
Executives; banker Michael German.
• TUOLUMNE - Economic development director E.J.
Jones; economic development consultant Ken Wells.



School
•moving

to larger
facility
Chapman University will
have new horne in Salida

In Brief
Growth-Iimits bill gains

SACRAMENTO - A bill.that
would give the state
government significant new
power over how its 476 cities
and 58counties grow cleared
an Assembly committee
Wednesday. Voting7-1, the
LocalGovernment Committee
approved a bill that would give
preference for millions of
dollars in state gran ts to local
governments that steer more
growth to existing
neighborhoods and less to
suburban fringes.

•

•

CHAPMAN: Campus fits in
with education, tech theme

By J.N. SORANTI
BEE STAFF WRITER

Modesto's Chapman University
campus plans to move into a new,ex­
panded facility in Salida in January.

Groundsymbolicallywillbebroken
todayon construction ofthe three-sto-
ry building in the InnovativeTechnol- +
ogy Business Park on Pirrone Road..
Chapman will lease 20,000 square feet
on its bottom two floors.

"It will be double the size of the
buildings we are occupying.now on
SiskRoad,and weneed it becauseour
enrollment is growing," said Don
Mikkelson, director of Chapman's
Modesto campus.

About 800 students typicallyattend
Chapman classes, which are offered
in assorted graduate and undergradu-
ate fields.Mikkelsonsaid that's twice
as many students as attended five
years ago, and he predicts enrollment
will double again in the next five
years.

The college's staff also has expand-
ed. It employs about 20 full-time em­
ployeesand 60part-timefacultymem­
bers.

Chapman is a private university
that teachesa secular curriculum but
is affiliated with the Disciples of
Christ Church. It has about 30 satel­
lite campuses in California, with its
main campus in Orange.

SFF PAm: n•.! r.HAPMAN
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Since 1990, Chapman has of­

fered classes inside a Sisk Road
business park in northwest
Modesto.

"Theambianceofthe newfacil­
ity willbevery upscaleand invit­
ing. It will have a campuslike at­
mosphere," said Mikkelson.

Innovative Structures of
Modesto, which is managed by
James Daniels,isbuilding the In­
novative Technology Business
Park.

Alsounder construction in the
park is an 18,OOO-square-foot
building that will be leased to
Synovation Inc., a downtown
Modesto software development
company.

"It's going to give us room to
grow,"said Matt Frederick, Syn­
ovation's communicationsdirec­
tor. "Besidesoffices. we'll have a
large conferenceand training fa­
cility there."

Synovation, which has 45 em­
ployees and is expanding its

staff, expects to move in in Sep­
tember.

The 10·acre Innovative Tech­
nology Business Park is at 5258
Pirrone Road. There was a cher­
ry orchard on the land before
construction began last year.

Two buildings at the park al­
ready are occupied - one by
UGM, a precision machinery
company, and the other by Mi­
croboard Manufacturing, which
makes CD-ROM and DVDdupli­
cating equipment.

Developer Daniels said he
plans to build four more build­
ings. He said his lease rates
range from 70 cents to $1.65 per
square foot.

"The park is going well, and
wewant to keepthe right kind of
tenants coming in," Daniels
said. "We're trying to be selec­
tive.choosingtenants that are re­
Iatcd to technology and educa­
tion."

Bee slall writer J.N. Sbranll can be
reached al 578·2196 or jnsbranll@
modbee.com.
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Williamson Act
vital to preserving
state's farmland

The battle to save the Williamson Act, a crucial
piece of the effort to save valuable farmland

from development, took a turn for the better last
week in Sacramento. That was good news for the
act's many supporters in the valley.

Gov. Davis' budget proposes to save $39 million by
ending payments made to counties under the act.
But the Legislature's budget conference committee
voted to restore those payments. The final decision
is still to come, but the act's supporters are
breathing a little easier, at least for the moment.

The Williamson Act is a mechanism to keep
farmland in production and prevent - or at least
postpone - its urbanization. Under the act, farmers
who enroll their properties for a period of 10years
get a break on property taxes. The state funds are
sent to the counties to make up for the loss of those
taxes.

.I~

The $39million in Williamson Act funds is a drop
in the bucket of the state's nearly $24 billion budget
shortfall, but it represents serious revenue for the
counties involved. If Davis has his way, Stanislaus
County will lose $1.7 million and San Joaquin
County will lose $2 million. There is one other thing
that makes the Williamson Act funds so attractive
to counties: They come unencumbered by state
mandates or other strings. Counties are free to
spend the funds as they choose, a rare and welcome
respite from state demands.

The pressures of urbanization are already tak ing
a toll on valley agriculture. Dismantling this
successful incentive would only make that worse. III
the absence of the Williamson Act - which is what

+ we're really talking about in this funding debate ­
counties would feel greater pressure to permit
increased urban development, in the hove that
property and sales tax revenues from new
development would make up for the drop in funds
from the state. That is a recipe for increased urban
sprawl and more rapid loss of valuable farmland.

Support for the Williamson Act is bipartisan. It
even crosses the great divide between agricultural
interests and environmental activists. Davis is on
record as supporting efforts to slow urban sprawl

• and make development more orderly. Shredding the
Williamson Act would be at odds with that policy.

III Tough choices are at hand for state and local
• leaders in this budget crisis. But the impact of this
" blow is too severe to contemplate. The Williamson

Act - both its funding and its critical purpose -
• must remain intact.



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
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EXECUTIVE ORDER 0-37-01
by the

Governor of the State of California

WHEREAS, California spends billions each year on goods, information
technology, services, construction, and public works contracts; and

WHEREAS, California small businesses comprise nearly 98 percent of all
businesses in the state, employing more than 50 percent of California's workforce and
generating more than half of the state's gross domestic product; and

WHEREAS, small businesses are the principal source of new jobs in California's
economy and are instrumental to the health of California's economy; and

WHEREAS, California should lead the nation in creating an optimum
environment which affords all business equal access to state agency contracting
opportunities, thereby enhancing and encouraging competition and preserving the free
enterprise system; and

WHEREAS, disabled veterans have made incomparable sacrifices while serving
and protecting our country and most disabled veteran business enterprises are also
certified California small businesses; and

WHEREAS, enhancing opportunities for small business to participate in the state
contracting process is "good business" for California;

NOW THEREFORE, I, GRAY DAVIS, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the power and authority vested in me by the Constitution and the statutes of
the State of California, do hereby issue this order to become effective immediately:

1.

2.

Increased small business participation in state contracting is a priority for
my Administration; therefore, each Agency Secretary shall promote the
use of small businesses in state contracting activities, review the small
business participation levels within their agency and develop a plan for
improvement within sixty days whenparticipation levels are low.

All state agencies are required to pursue aggressively an annual 25
percent small business participation level 'in state contracting. Any state
agency that does not achieve that level shall examine the reasons and
submit to the Governor's Office an explanation for why the level was not
achieved. The explanation shall include a plan for improving contracting
opportunities for small businesses, The Department of General Services
shall provide resources to state agencies in developing a plan for and
taking the necessary actions toward achieving the 25 percent participation
level.



3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

•

I hereby authorize the Department of General Services to adopt and fully
implement its statewide Small Business Plan (Plan). The Plan includes,
but is not limited to:

• Streamlining the small business certification process;
• Increasing the pool of certified small businesses;
• Establishing a Prompt Payment Advocate; and
• Implementing a state-sponsored economic conference and opportunity

fair focusing on enhancing contracting opportunities for small
businesses.

The Department of General Services shall research and examine the best
practices of both the public and private sectors in the utilization of small
businesses in their contracting practices and programs. The Department
of General Services shall prepare and present findings and
recommendations to the Governor detailing changes to the state's
business practices that will provide businesses with greater contracting
opportunities with the State of California.

As required by current law, state agencies are directed to establish and
properly utilize a Small Business Advocate or Liaison. Advocates and
Liaisons shall be empowered to effect process changes that will improve
small business access to contracting opportunities within their state
agency.

It shall be the responsibility of each department director or chief executive
officer to seek every reasonable means to ensure that state contracting
programs are administered in a manner that promotes small business
participation in state contracting.

State Constitutional Officers, the University of California, the California
State University, the Lottery Commission, the Public Employees'
Retirement System, the State Teachers' Retirement System, the State
Compensation Insurance Fund, and other independent State entities are
encouraged to take all necessary actions to comply with the intent and the
requirements of this Order.

Nothing in this Order shall be construed to require any action that would
result in the violation of a court order, or a loss of eligibility for federal
funding.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have
hereunto set my hand and caused the
Great Seal of California to be affixed
this 30th day of May 2001 .

.J::1f~hvj"
Governor of California

Secretary of State



EXECUTIVE ORDER D-43-01
by the

Governor of the State of California

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

......iMfN.9.M&I',i._

WHEREAS, most State departments and agencies have not met this goal; and

IT IS ORDERED that each department director or chief executive officer shall take all
appropriate action to ensure that the State's contracting programs are administered in a
manner that promotes the participation of disabled veteran businesses to the greatest extent
possible.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that each Agency Secretary shall promote the use of
disabled veteran businesses in State contracting and shall review the participation levels
achieved by the departments within their agencies. If a department's level of participation by
disabled veteran businesses is less than three percent, or its participation rate is not reported,
the Agency Secretary shall require the department to develop a plan for improvement.

WHEREAS, it is my intent to keep California's promise to our veterans by increasing the
participation of disabled veteran businesses in State contracting;

NOW THEREFORE, I, GRAY DAVIS, Governor of the State of California, by virtue of
the power and authority vested in me by the Constitution and the statutes of the State of
California, do hereby issue this order to become effective immediately:

WHEREAS, existing law establishes the goal of awarding three percent of all state
contracts to certified Disabled Veteran Business Enterprises; and

WHEREAS, the State of California spends billions of dollars each year procuring goods
and services, and

WHEREAS, the State of California established the Disabled Veteran Business
Enterprise Program in 1989 (Public Contract Code 10115) to promote self-reliance for
California's disabled veterans by offering veterans the opportunity to gain experience in
business, while sharing their expertise with the citizens of California; and
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this review shall be completed, and any required plans ~
shall be submitted to my Cabinet Secretary, no later than August 1, 2001. The review and ~
plans required by this Executive Order shall be coordinated and included with the review and ~.

plans required bv mxeeutlve Qrdar Q·S7·g1. ~

• IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Departments of Veterans Affairs and General ~
~ Services shall provide direction, assistance and resources to State agencies in achieving ~
~ participation by disabled veteran businesses at the three- percent level. ~

~ IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that all State agencies shall make every effort to assure ~
rJD.i..~ that disabled veteran businesses participate in at least three percent of State contracting ~=.:. annually by June 30, 2002. Any agency that does not meet this level shall report to the ~
~ Governor by December 1, 2002 on the reasons why the participation was not achieved and m
~ options for improving contracting opportunities for disabled veteran businesses. ~
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Governor of California

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal of
California to be affixed this 22nd day of
June 2001.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that nothing in this Order shall be construed to require any
action that would violate a court order or statute, or result in a loss of eligibility for federal
funding.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that all Constitutional Officers, the University of California,
the California State University, the Lottery Commission, the Public Employees' Retirement
System, the State Teachers' Retirement System, the State Compensation Insurance Fund, and
other independent State entities are encouraged to take all necessary actions to comply with
the intent and the requirements of this Order.

I FURTHER DIRECT that as soon as hereafter possible, this order be filed in the Office
of the Secretary of State and that widespread publicity and notice be given to this order.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, because virtually all disabled veteran businesses are
small businesses, Agency Secretaries and the Department of General Services shall, to the
extent possible, coordinate their efforts under this Executive Order with their efforts for small
businesses under Executive Order 0-37-01.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Department of General Services, in cooperation
with the Department of Veterans Affairs, shall examine the current contracting programs for
disabled veteran and small businesses and make recommendations to my office on how those
programs could be improved.
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