
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS 
SUMMARY 

DEPT : PUBLIC WORKS BOARD AGENDA # 9:25 A.M. (D) 

Urgent Rout ine  AGENDA DATE AUGUST 7,2001 

CEO Concurs w i t h  Recommendation YES NO - - 
( I n f o r m a t i o n  Attached)  

SUBJECT : 
PUBLIC HEARING TO SET THE 2001/2002 ANNUAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 
HOWARD-McCRACKEN LANDSCAPE AND LIGHTING DISTRICT 

STAFF 
RECOMMEN- 
DATIONS : 

CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING TO RECEIVE COMMENTS REGARDING THE 
2001/2002 ANNUAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE HOWARD-McCRACKEN LANDSCAPE 
AND LIGHTING DISTRICT; 

SET THE 2001!2002 ANNUAL ASSESSMENT AS SHOWN ON EXHIBIT "A" FOR THE 
HOWARD-McCRACKEN LANDSCAPE AND LIGHTING DISTRICT; 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 

- 

FISCAL 
IMPACT : There will be no impact to the General Fund. An annual assessment in the amount of $1,940.00 

will be charged to each parcel to pay for the requested services and to maintain a reserve 
account. 

BOARD ACTION AS FOLLOWS: 

No. 2001 -597 

On motion of Su~ervisorCacu_s_o_ ........................ , Seconded by Su~ervisor-M-adiel_d ...................... 
and approved by the following vote, 
Ayes: Supervisor~:-M,a~ie_ld~B,Io,m_~SLm,0-~-Ca~~~o~~~,d-~~a_i~~3~_~ ------------ - ----- ------- - ---- - ------- - - ---- - --- 
Noes: Supervisors: NAn_e - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Excused or Absent: Supervisors:_N,o-n-e ......................................................................... 
Abstaining: Supervisor~Nme ----------- ---- ------------- ------ ------------------- - ---- --- - - --- ------- --- - --- 
1) X Approved as recommended 
2) Denied 
3) Approved as amended 

Motion: 

- 

ATTEST: CHRISTINE FERRARO TALLMAN, Clerk By: Deputy 
L?b&ZL && File No. DL-37-3 
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STAFF 
RECOMMEN- 
DATIONS 
(Continued): 3. MAKE THE "HOWARDlMcCRACKEN LANDSCAPE AND LIGHTING DISTRICT 

ANNUAL ENGINEER'S REPORT FISCAL YEAR 2001/2002" A PART OF THE 
RECORD OF THIS PROCEEDING; AND, 

4. AUTHORIZE THE AUDITOR-CONTROLLER TO ADD THE ANNUAL 
ASSESSMENT TO THE 2001f2002 TAX ROLL. 

DISCUSSION: In an effort to enhance the aesthetics of the area and to promote traffic safety, 
several property owners within the Westley triangle area of lngram Creekllntentate 5 
interchange requested that the County initiate proceedings to form the 
Howard-McCracken Landscape and Lighting District ("District") so that landscaping 
and street lights could be installed and maintained. Following the assessment ballot 
vote required by Proposition 218, a statewide initiative approved by the voters in 
November, 1998, the District was formed on April 18, 2000 by Board Resolution 
No. 2000-309. The assessment ballot vote also approved the formula to calculate the 
annual assessment. 

Government Code Section 25210.77(A) requires that a written report containing a 
description of each parcel of real property receiving a particular extended service and 
the amount of the annual assessment for each parcel be prepared once a year and 
filed with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors. The Department of Public Works 
prepared an Engineer's Report ("Report*) and filed it with the Clerk of the Board on 
July 31, 2001. The annual assessment set forth in the Report applies to the 
200112002 tax year. The Report shall become a part of the record of this proceeding. 

There are 20 Assessor's parcels within the District that are receiving equal benefit from 
the services provided. There are thirteen 200-watt high pressure sodium street lights 
within the District. The Engineer's Report is based on a Pacific Gas & Electric 
Company (PG&E) rate of $16.282 per month per light. This results in a total yearly 
cost of $2,540 for street tights. 

The landscaping has not been installed since the well that will provide the irrigation 
water has not been constructed. The well is expected to be installed by 
December, 2001 and the landscaping installed in spring 2002, if not sooner. Because 
of this delay approximately $30,709 will be carried forward as part of the general fund 
but earmarked for landscape maintenance and irrigation water costs. Since this 
service has not been provided, staff does not know how much the service will cost and 
if the estimate is accurate. For this reason, last year's estimate of $35,260 is being 
utilized. As such, staff feels it is prudent to use the same estimated budget for the 
District as last year. The annual assessment is levied without regard to property 
valuation, and each parcel receives equal benefit from the services provided. The 
street lights and landscaping only provide a special benefit to the parcels within the 
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DISCUSSION 
(Continued): District; therefore, no general benefit has been assigned. Any funds not used for 

landscape maintenance and water costs will become part of the general reserve. It 
is anticipated no additional money is needed for the reserve account. Therefore, the 
200112002 annual assessment is as follows: 

The 200112002 Annual Assessment = $38,800.00 + 20 parcels = $1,940.00 per parcel. 

The 2000/2001 Annual Assessment was $1,940.00 per parcel. 

There is no change in the proposed annual assessment. 

The public hearing date was set by the Board of Supervisors on July 31,2001. Notice 
of the public hearing was mailed to the residents in the District per the Assessor's Tax 
Roll. Said notice stated that all persons will be afforded an opportunity to speak. 

POLICY 
ISSUE: This action is consistent with the Board's policy of providing a safe, healthy 

community. 

STAFFING 
IMPACT: There is no staffing impact associated with this item. 



EXHIBIT " A  

HOWARD-McCRACKEN LANDSCAPE AND LIGHTING DISTRICT 
FISCAL YEAR 200112002 

The Assessor's parcels listed below are subject to the annual assessment: 



GEORGE STILLMAN 
Director 

Administntion 
Eny ineering 
Developmeflt Semice~ 
Tra?sjt 
t-aal~tres Sentices 
Road Maintenance 
Landfill 

HOWARDIMcCRACKEN LANDSCAPE AND LIGHTING DISTRICT 
ANNUAL ENGINEER'S REPORT 

FISCAL YEAR 200112002 

The HowardlMcCracken Landscape and Lighting District (hereinafter called "District") was 
established by the Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors on April 18,2000, by Board Resolution 
No. 2000-309, following an election conforming with the requirements of Proposition 21 8. The 
formation of the HowardlMcCracken Landscape and Lighting District, pursuant to the Landscaping 
and Lighting Act of 1 972 (Government Code Sections 22500 et seq.), will provide for the continued 
operation and maintenance of the landscaping and street lights by an annual assessment levied 
on all parcels within the District. The District was created to install and maintain landscaping at the 
lngram Creekllnterstate 5 interchange and install and maintain street lights within the District. 
These improvements will enhance the aesthetics of the area and promote traffic safety. The 
boundary of the District is shown on Exhibit "A" that is attached hereto and made a part of this 
Engineer's Report. 

Government Code Section 25210.77(A) requires that a written report containing a description of 
each parcel of real property receiving the particular extended service and the amount of the 
assessment for each parcel be prepared once a year and filed with the Clerk of the Board of 
Supervisors. 

The Assessment Formula (hereinafter called "Formula") to calculate the annual assessment is 
written as follows: 

Amount of 
Annual 

Assessment 

Estimated 
Operation 

Maintenance 
Costs For 

Current Year 

Administration 

Operational 
Reserve 

Balance 

Previous 

Estimated 
Property Tax 
Revenue For 
Current Year 

Number of 
Benefitting 
Parcels In 

District 

The operation and maintenance costs will include all expenses associated with the maintenance 
of the landscaping and the monthly Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG & E) service charge for 
the street lights. The landscaping will be owned and maintained by the District. However, the 
street lights will be owned and maintained by PG & E. The Formula includes a charge to cover 
administration cost and to create and maintain an operational reserve, which will be used to pay 
for unexpected or emergency expenses incurred by the District during the year that were neither 
contemplated nor estimated as part of the District operation and maintenance part of the Formula. 
If District operation and maintenance costs are less than expected, the District fund balance may 
be carried foward to reduce the amount needed to be collected the following year. Although some 
special districts receive a portion of the property tax collected by the County, the District is not 

STANISLAUS COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS lolo 10th Street, Suite 3500 Modesto, CA 95354 (209)525-6550 FAX (209)525-650' 
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expected to receive any property tax revenue. However, if the District does receive any property 
tax revenue in the future, it will reduce or offset the amount of operation and maintenance costs 
that must be collected by the annual assessment. The annual assessment will vary from year to 
year if any of the Formula components change. 

The annual assessment calculated using the Formula is proportional to the special benefit derived 
by each identified parcel in relationship to all of the cost of the service being provided by the 
District. At this time APN:016-42-03 is being used only as an access road to a farming operation 
south of the District and will receive no benefit from the services being provided by the District. 
This parcel is being included in the District to provide a uniform boundary and may receive a benefit 
from the District if it is developed at some future date. All other parcels within the District will 
benefit equally by the services provided. Therefore, the total cost to operate the District will be 
divided equally among the 20 parcels within the District that are receiving benefit from the services 
being provided. The annual assessment is levied without regard to property valuation. 

The fiscal year is the 12-month period commencing on July Is' and ending on the following June 
3oth. However, the annual assessment is collected in December and April. This means the fiscal 
year starts on July IS' but the first installment of the annual assessment will not be collected until 
December. This creates a 6-month lag in receiving the money necessary to operate and maintain 
the street lights. To overcome this six-month lag, $1,270 will be carried over from the 2000/2001 
fiscal year to cover the operating cost of the street lights for the months of July through December, 
2001. 

Estimated fund balance on June 30, 2001 : $32,979.40 
6-month funding for street light costs: 1,270.00 
6-month expenses for street lights -1,270.00 
Fund balance: $32,979.40 

Normally, the balance of the District's account is carried forward as a general reserve and is not 
used to offset the cost to operate the District. However, this will not be the case for this fiscal year. 
Due to accounting problems, the District has not received invoices from PG & E for $1,303.79 since 
the lights were energized in December, 2001. Staff believes this 6-month amount is incorrect and 
is $33.79 higher than last year's estimate of $1,270.00. Consequently, the District is working with 
PG & E to make sure this amount is corrected and the appropriate rate classification schedule is 
being utilized. This report uses the rate of $16.282 per month per light to calculate this budget, 
which was used in determining last year's estimate. Because of this outstanding bill, the District 
will need to utilize a portion of the fund balance to pay these charges, or a lesser amount. 

The proposed landscaping has not been installed since the well that will provide the necessary 
irrigation water has not been constructed. It is anticipated the well will be installed by December, 
2001 and the landscaping installed in spring, 2002. As of July 1, 2001, of the estimated 
$38,800.00 needed to operate and maintain the District, $32,979.40 have been collected. Of these 
funds, approximately $30,709.40 will be carried fonvard but earmarked for landscape maintenance 
and irrigation water costs. These funds may not be sufficient. When the District was formed, the 
majority of the total costs to provide the special benefits was based on an estimate of $35,260.00 
for landscape maintenance and irrigation water. Because these benefits have not been provided 
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as yet, it is difficult to know if the cost will be higher or lower than the estimate. In anticipation that 
this cost could be higher, and in order to generate an adequate fund reserve, the same amount as 
last year is being budgeted for landscape maintenance and irrigation water. Any unused funds 
from this budget item will be added to the operational reserve for next year. The budget is 
proposed to be the same as last year's, and therefore, the proposed assessment would remain 
unchanged. 

District Costs: 

Improvement Costs - - $ 0.00 
Street Lights: 13 lights x $16.282l'month x 12 months = - $ 2,540.00 
Landscape Maintenancelirrigation water - $35,260.00 
Administration and Operational Reserve = $ 1,000.00 
Total Costs - - $38,800.00 

2001/2002 Annual Assessment = $38,800.00 + 20 parcels = $1,940.00 per parcel 
2000/2001 Annual Assessment = $1,940.00 per parcel. 

There is no change in the proposed annual assessment. 

The parcels subject to the annual assessment are listed on Exhibit "B" that is attached hereto and 
made a part of this Engineer's Report. 

V - 
G E ~ E  STILLMAN, DIRECTOR 

July 25,2001 

~tdds laus County Department of Public Works 
(EngrReport-Howard-McCracken2001-02.rc) 
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HOWARDlMcCRACKEN 
LANDSCAPE AND LIGHTING DISTRICT ENGINEER'S REPORT 

FISCAL YEAR 200112002 

EXHIBIT "B" 

The Assessor Parcels listed below are subject to the Fiscal Year 2001l2002 annual assessment: 


