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To: Mr. William O'Brien 
Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors 

From: 

Date: January 31,2007 

Re: Williams Report 

Attached is the third Williams Settlement Report for Stanislaus County schools. In 
compliance with the Williams lawsuit settlement, every County Office of Education in the 
State is required to send this report to its County Board of Supervisors on an annual 
basis. The report also goes to the County Board of Education and each School District 
Board of Education identified in the report. 

The Background section of the report outlines the lawsuit, and the legislation passed to 
implement the settlement. Also included is a description of the review and reporting 
process, and a summary of the findings. 

This is an information item. No action is required by the Board of Supervisors. 

If you have questions about the report or the process please contact Jane Johnston in 
my office. 

cc: Christine Ferraro 
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Williams Settlement Report 
January, 2007 

Background 
In May 2000, the ACLU and other public interest advocates representing students across 
the State, filed a lawsuit against the State of California, Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, State Board of Education and the California Department of Education. 

The lawsuit claimed that the State failed to provide poor and underprivileged students with 
equal educational opportunities. 

Governor Schwarzenegger settled the lawsuit in 2004, and the California legislature 
enacted several laws to implement the settlement. The main focus of the settlement was 
to ensure that: 

- All students have access to standards-aligned instructional materials and textbooks. 
- All students have access to school facilities that are clean, safe and functional. 
-All teachers are properly assigned and have proper certification or training. 

The settlement also imposed additional reporting requirements for the School 
Accountability Report Cards (SARC) schools are required to complete each year. 

The new laws vest authority with County Superintendents to monitor and report on schools 
that have a 2003 API rank (Academic Performance Index) in the Is', 2nd, or 3* decile to 
ensure minimum standards are met. The list in Stanislaus County includes 25 schools in 
eight districts (list attached). One additional school opted in to the process. 

Review and Reporting Process 
The review process includes school site visits within the first four weeks of each school 
year, and a review of records. Twenty-five percent of the site visits must be unannounced 
with the remaining 75% scheduled in advance. The process culminates with an annual 
written report to district and county school boards as well as reports to the State 
Department of Education and the Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors. 

In addition to the site visits and annual reporting, districts are required to post, in every 
classroom, a supplement to their Uniform Complaint Policies and Procedures that includes 
information on how to report deficiencies covered by the Williams Settlement. 
Districts compile the information quarterly and report status of the complaints and 
resolution of deficiencies to the County Office. 



Summary of Findings 

1. Site Visits - SCOE representatives visited 26 schools, eight of which were visited twice 
due to year-round schedules. Eight of the visits were unannounced. 

2. Instructional Materials - Two schools were identified as having insufficient instructional 
materials. They were informed in writing within five days of the visit and both schools 
remedied the insufficiencies. 

3. Facilities - No schools were identified as having "emergency facility needs," defined as 
an urgent threat to the health or safety of pupils or staff. No schools were identified as 
"not in good repair," defined as not maintained in a manner that assures that it is clean, 
safe and functional. Minor deficiencies were noted at 24 of the 26 schools visited, and 
included items such as cracked windows, missing and damaged ceiling tiles and the need 
for painting. Items such as these are generally mitigated through routine school 
maintenance. 

No deficiencies were noted at Hanshaw Middle School in the Modesto City Schools 
District, and Rio Altura Elementary in the Riverbank School District. Both were noted as 
being very well maintained schools. 

4. Credentials - Credentials are now being monitored according to the regular assignment 
monitoring schedule, with a report due to the California Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing (CCTC) in June of each year. 

5. School Accountability Report Cards (SARC's) - All schools presented School 
Accountability Report Cards for review. 

- Four included minor discrepancies with regards to instructional materials, as compared to 
eleven with discrepancies last year. 

- Three schools did not list the date of their facilities inspection. Last year, seven schools 
had discrepancies in reporting information about the facilities inspection. 

-The SARC's were not reviewed for teacher misassignments as teacher assignment 
monitoring is now done on the regular cycle with reporting to CCTC in June each year. 

NOTE: SARC's are generally published between November and April each year, and 
include data from the previous school year. Clearly, the districts are becoming more 
familiar with the new reporting requirement as evidenced by the decrease in discrepancies 
this year. 

6. Uniform Complaint Reports - For the period of October 2005 through September 2006, 
SCOE received no reports from districts indicating they had received complaints. Last 
year the total reported by districts was seven. 



Williams Agreement 
2006 SchoolslDistricts 

Stanislaus County 

Keyes I Keyes Elementary 
I Barbara Spratling 
I 

Modesto City I Bret Harte Elementary 
I Burbank Elementary 
I El Vista Elementary 
I Fairview Elementary 

Franklin Elementary 
Kirschen Elementary 
Marshall Elementary 
Robertson Road Elementary 
Shackelford Elementary 
Tuolumne Elementary 
Wilson Elementary 
Wright Elementary 
Hanshaw Middle 

Newman-Crows Landing I Von Renner Elementary 
I 

Patterson / Creekside Middle 
I Grayson Charter 
I 

Stanislaus Union 1 Chrysler Elementary 
I 

Riverbank California Avenue Elementary 
Rio Altura Elementary 
Riverbank High 

I 
Waterford / Waterford High 

Turlock Cunningham Elementary 
Osborn Elementary 
Wakefield Elementary 


