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Dear Honorable Board of Supervisors: cn 3 - 
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On behalf of the Board Stanislaus County Medical Socicty I am writing to encowage you to 
implement SB 1773 which allows a County Board of Supervisors to levy an additional pcnalq 
assessment under the Emergency Medical Services (Maddy) Fund 

Effective January 1,2007, this new law permits a county to raise penalty assessments. in the 
amount of $2 for evcry $1 0 or fraction thereof, upon court imposed and collected fines. penalties. 
and forfeitures for specified criminal offenses. 

In early 1986, Stanislaus County established the Maddy EMS Fund. That imd is currently 
compensating physicians at approximately 5% of billed charges. Implementation of SB 1773 
could nearly double reimbursements and is sorely needed to keep the County EMS systcm in 
tact. 

SB 1773 stipulates: 
New revenue from the increased fines would be reduced by the amount for administration 
of up to lo%, then a reduction of 15% is to be used to improve access to, and 
coordination of, pediatric trauma and emergency services, with preference given for 
funding to hospitals that specialize in services to children. and physicians and surgeons 
who provide emergency care for children. 

The remaining money is to be distributed as follows and identical to the currcnt distribution of 
fines: 

58% to physicians and surgeons for emergency medical services provided by all 
physicians and surgeons in general acute care hospitals that provide basic or 
comprehensive emergency services up to the time the patient is stabilized; - 25% to hospitals providing disproportionate trauma and emergency medical care 
services; 

= 17% for other emergency medical services purposes through the local emergency medical 
services agency. 
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This statute is prescribed by Government Code 76000.5 upon every fine, penalty, or forfeiture 
imposed and collected by the Courts for specified criminal offenses, for deposit into the 
Emergency Medical Services Fund for distribution and use in accordance with Health and Safety 
Code 1797.98a and following. This increased penalty shall remain in effect only until January 1, 
2009, unless an extension is granted by the Legislature, so your immediate action is warranted. 

The increased funds will greatly assist hospitals and physicians who treat uninsured patients. 
providing much needed resources to keep the emergency care system intact. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

A. Eric Ramos, M.D. 
President 
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