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RE<: Requcst foi- Adoptiotl of Resolt~tiot-i Ackno\viedging January 2007 as Nu~iorzul 
(;lilircomri Aii.rirenc.ri ;l.lcir~tli 

!>car ffoiiorab!~ Board of Supcr~tsor.; 

At its meeting Noi~emher 21, 2006. the Alpine Co;mnty Board of Supervisors adopted the attached 
resolution acknowled~ing J a t l u a ~  as "jV(:/ional <;itr~(conra ;lit?li-me.s,v Month. " 

C;laucoma is a little k~iown public health issue in the Uriitrd States, affecting at least 2 t~iillion people. It is 
the second leading cause ofblindness arid tl1c leading cause of blindness among people of color, including 
Akican-Americans Asians. I.atiti(,s and Naiivc iimericans. Yet it is estimated that half of those suffering 
h n ~  the disease in this cour!tly reti~aiii undiagnosed. 

'l'lic Real-d oFSiipervisors of Alpine C:?d:i:y requests rhar your couilty adopt a similar resolution or 
pi-oclama!ion to bring public awal-cness to this important public health issue. Tliere is no cure for 
glaucotl~a and \,isiot? loss is irreversible. Severai nc,n-profit organizations provide itlfonllatiou and 
resources to persons interested in lcarning niore abc~ut "tliz silerii thief of sight," including California's 
olticst organiratian c:irniiii:itrd to pn:uer\;ing visicwi and indcpci~dence of all persons, the Glaucoma 
Researcli Fottndatior-: in:"...! .g!;ljr~iii~j::.oi~). and i'r-evcnl Rlindness America ( ~ v w w . i ~ r c v c ~ ~ ~ b l i ~ i d n c s ~ ~ ~ ~ j ) .  

Should your C.'ounty support our recluest. please send copies of your resolution to the following: 

Glaucotna Research 1:oundaiion 
25 1 Post Street, Suite 600 
San Fmncisco, CA 941 08 

~Tliank you h r  your considera~ton 

Very truly yours, 

r 2- hk 
Gunier I;_ Kaiser 
Chair 

Prevent Bltndncss Amertca 
21 1 il'est Wacker D r i x e  Sutte 1700 
Cl;lcago, IL 66606 



RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD O F  SUPERVISORS, ) 
COUNTY O F  ALPINE. STATE O F  CAI,IFORNZA. ) 
AKNOWLEDGING JANUARY AS "NATIONAL ) 
GLAUCOMA .4WARENESS MONTH" ) 

RESOLUTION NO. 2006 - 5 2  

U'IIEREAS, January is designated as "National Glauconla Awareness Month" in the United States; and 

WHEREAS, glaucoma is a group ofprogessively degenerative eye diseases that damages the optic 
nelve in the eye, leading to vision loss and eventually blindness; and 

WHEREAS, glaucoma is the second leading cause of blindness in the world according to the World 
Health Organization, and the number one leading cause of preventable blindness in the United States 
among African-Americans and people of color, including Native American populations; and 

WHEREAS, more than 2.2 million Americans agc 40 and older have glaucoma, and 120,000 Americans 
arc blind from glaucoma, accounting for 12% of all cases of blindness in the US.;  and 

WHEREAS, there is presently no cure for glaucoma. 

NOW THEREFORE RE IT  RESOLVED WHEREAS, that the Board of Supervisors of the County of 
Alpine, State of California, finds that raising glaucoma awareness through public education and outreach 
programs is cntical to the treatment of eye disease and the prevention of blindness. 

BE I T  FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of the County of Alpine, State of 
California, hereby recognize January as National Glalrcoma Awareness ikfo~zth and encourage its 
constitucnl families and neighbors, employecs and all citizens to protect their vision by getting regular 
and complete eye examinations from qualified eye care professionals, and to support research and 
educational opportunities that lead to an eventual cure. 

PASSE11 AND ADOPTED this 5"' day of December, 2006 at Markleeville, California by the following 
vote: 

AYES: S u p e r v i s o r s  J a r d i n e ,  Veatch, Woodrow, Ka ise r ;  

NOES: None. 

ABSENT: S u p e r v i s o r  Bennet t .  COUNTY OF ALPINE 

County of Alpine, State of California 

ATTEST: 

;k i \ /xL~lL / IL!& A 
Barbara K. Jones. Countv Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Martin Fine, County dunse l  
And ex officio Clerk of the Board of 
Supervisors 



5'W& 3 of '3 
small changes m IOP translate 

Dr. Moses Chao, Chair of the CFC Scientific Advisory Board, thanked 
GRF's donors for supporting research at the CFC Annual Dinner. 

to compare broad genetic changes 

in the retina that occur with age- 

related increases in intraocular 

pressure (IOP), and found that 

one of the most robust changes 

in gene expression occurs in a 

family of genes associated with 

inflammation and. known to be 

involved in diseases of the brain, 

such as Alzheimer's disease. As 

a result of this study, the CFC 

is p r su ing  a possible treatment 

that is knou~n to suppress 

inflammation in brain disease. 

CFC investigators also 

examined ehe survival of retinal 

ganglion cell axons at different 

ages and TOP levels, and their 

results indicated two important 

facts that were previously 

unknown. First, a lengthy period 

of elevated IOP is not necessary to 

kill the axons; even in young optic 

nerves, elevated IOP is sufficient to 

induce degeneration. And second, 

small differences in IOP lead to 

small differences in axon survival. 

These factors indicate that even 

subtle changes in IOP could affect 

how the optic nerve functions in 

the eye with glaucoma. As a follon7- 

up to this study, CFC researchers 

are now working to understand the 

mechanism that could underlie how 

to retinal ganglion cell survival 

in hopes of identifying new 

therapeutic targets. 

In another published report, 

CFC researchers identified 

interleukin-6 (IL-6)-a type of 

"signaling" protein released by 

microglia in the retina that can 

act to both increase and decrease 

neuronal survival-to be an 

important factor in the reduction 

c,iretinal gai~glion cell death 

caused by elevated eye pressure. 
~ - 

These new CFC studies 

support the notion that as a 

neurodegenerative disease, 

glaucoma shsres common 

disease mechanisms and 

charackristics with other 

neurological injuries and 

disorders. In particular, the CFC 

has identified both IL-6 and 

microglia as potential targets for 

therapeutics aimed at promoting 

health and survival of retinal 

cells in glaucoma. 




